
it! You can always throw something out after 
the sale, so why not give it a chance?
Have a FREE box. Used crayons, random 
Legos, partial shampoos, cans of pickled 
beets you shouldn’t have bought--don’t toss 
them, put them in a special box to give away. 
You’ll brighten someone’s day. 

If you don’t care to price individual items, try 
labeling your tables instead: a 50-cent table, 
a dollar table, etc. You can change your 
prices simply by changing the table the item 
is on. 

Don’t have enough for a sale? Pool with 
a neighbor or invite family or friends to 
participate. Don’t let other people just dump 
on you, though. If they want to join, they 
should bring their own tables and price their 
own stuff (and bring you lunch from JB’s, 
Real Food, or Great White)!

Set up close to the road--this is more eye-
catching than having the sale back in your 
garage. Furniture and large items encourage 
shoppers to stop, so see if you can come up 
with some big items. With the merchandise 
out front, you won’t even need signage at 
your house. 

Most garage sales have lots of stuff for 
women and kids, and not so much for men. 
If you offer tools, hoses, or mowers, people 
will love you for it. 

When you’re done, haul the leftovers to the 
curb with a giant “FREE” sign, or take them 
to a local thrift store. Then, count your cash, 
and enjoy the extra space!

for the materials you will need.  The 
experts at Alger Hardware can guide you 
through the repair maze with the proper 
supplies.  Remember that Ken’s Market 
will soon have their fl ower tent in place 
so you can decorate for the up-coming 
Flower Contest.  Mark your calendars for 
Celebration in the Heights and meet your 
“business neighbors” as you shop Alger 
Heights!
    
Jerry Montague
AHNA President
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President’s 
Notes...

In This Issue...

The cold weather will be gone soon (yes... 
I am the eternal optimist) and Spring is 
right around the corner.  With the coming of 
sunny days and warm evenings, we will be 
outside looking at the after effects of a hard 
winter.  While you are organizing your repair 
list, be sure to include our local businesses 

- by Laura Muresan
Our 2014 neighborhood sale is May 16 and 
17, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

If you’re holding a sale, you’re welcome to 
visit Facebook>Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association>Events> Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Garage Sale. Leave a 
comment with your address and the types of 
items you have.

We advertise the neighborhood sale on 
Craigslist, the Grand Rapids Press, and the 
AHNA Facebook page. Participants provide 
their own signage. 

Garage Sale Tips...
Designate an area for household cast-
offs. When you fi nd something you can do 
without, toss it into the box. Keep labels 
and marker nearby. If you price as you go, 
garage sale morning will be a breeze. 

Don’t sell yourself short--give everything a 
chance. Each item needs only one buyer. 
Think no one will buy your tacky plastic plant 
because it’s too ugly? Price it as if you love 

Alger Heights neighborhood

Seymour Church is blessed to be 
partnering with Feeding America 
West Michigan to host 6 Mobile 
Food Pantry perishable food 
distributions here this year.  These 
are held in our parking lot on 
Saturdays. Registration starts at 
noon; distribution of food begins 
at 1 pm until 2 pm or earlier if food 
is gone. The dates of our Mobile 
Food Pantries this year are April 
26, June 7, August 23, September 
13, October 11 and December 6.

AHNA ANNUAL MEETING - MAY 13th
See the insert for details and information



There’s still time to 
join the fun!

The first two 
Community Game 
Nights were a 
success! The 
first game night 
was held on 
February 14 at 
Seymour Church 
and had about 
thirty adults and 

kids attend! The second game night (March 
14) at Tabernacle had about 20 adults and 
kids come. It would be great to top those 
numbers at our last two game nights which 
are scheduled for:

April 11th at 7pm at Seymour
May 9th at 7pm at Tabernacle
• Games will be provided but you are 
welcome to bring your favorites
• Feel free to bring a snack for yourself or to 
share
• Minors must be accompanied by an adult

Once the warmer weather arrives it is our 
hope that we could transition the game 
nights into community potlucks over the 
summer.  The idea would be to have one 
potluck per month for June, July and August. 
The dates are tentatively set for the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month which would be June 
17, July 15 and August 19.  There will be 
more information once we get closer to 
summer.  Be sure to check the neighborhood 
Facebook pages and look for flyers.

If you have an interest in planning and/or 
participating in a neighborhood-wide potluck 
please contact Jenn Reidsma at 988-9268 ext 
205 or jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org.

Community
Coordinator
Update
- by Jenn Reidsma

Alger Heights Halloween 
5K/10K Race
- by Jill Sieve – Race Director
Imagine looking out your window on a 
Saturday morning and seeing Batman 
pushing a stroller, a bride and groom running 
together, a chicken sprinting  and Santa and 
his reindeer running in stride right in front of 
your house.  No, you aren’t dreaming!  You 
are experiencing the fun of the Alger Heights 
Halloween 5K/10K race.

This year’s race will be on Saturday, 
October 25th at 9am at Alger Middle School 
and we are looking to get everyone in the 
neighborhood engaged in this officially 
timed and certified event.  Are you looking 
to challenge yourself and participate in a 
5K/10K event?  Sign up for the race will be 
coming up soon!  Not a runner?  Come and 
volunteer and be a part of this high energy 

event that puts our great neighborhood “on 
the map”.  We are also looking for people of 
all ages to line the race course (in costume if 
you wish!) to cheer on the runners and make 
it a memorable experience for them.  

We are currently reviewing the 10K course 
for possible improvements and will again 
be including the Kids Fun Run in this year’s 
event.  We are also looking for sponsors to 
assist financially or with in-kind donations 
to this year’s race.  If you or your company 
would be interested in sponsoring the race, 
please contact sponsors@alger5k.com .  

We will be updating our website www.
alger5k.com with information over the next 
several months and encourage you to visit it 
frequently.  If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at director@
alger5k.com.

Come in Costume! Come for Fun! Come to 
Run!

Saturday, October 25, 2014
5K and 10K Start: 9:00 am

Kids’ Fun Run Start: 9:45 am
www.alger5k.com

ALGER HEIGHTS HALLOWEEN 5/10K RACE

GRPS Parent University 
Expands for the Spring 
Trimester
Grand Rapids Public Schools and Believe 2 
Become are proud to partner together and 
offer an expanded spring course offering for 
Parent University.

Parent University is a selection of classes 
and workshops that have been requested 
by parents to help them become power 
parents. They are all free and offered in both 
English and Spanish. The courses are held 
around the city at GRPS schools and local 
churches. Most classes meet just once, but a 
few classes meet over the course of several 
weeks and many of our health and wellness 
classes meet weekly.

Classes are offered in Effective Parenting 
such as the day long workshop at the 
Salvation Army Kroc Center called Focus on 
Fathers. It is designed to encourage, equip, 
and empower men to grow themselves and 
be able to aid the next generation. We also 
offer a class on Understanding Substance 

Abuse so that parents will be knowledgeable 
about current drug trends and identify signs 
of abuse in their children. 

Other classes fall into the category of 
Personal Growth and Development. Courses 
like Financial Freedom help parents learn 
the tools needed for financial success. There 
is also a 3 credit hour, multi week college 
course that guides participants through the 
career decision-making process. On April 
14 you are invited to watch a documentary 
film at Celebration Cinema called “In So 
Many Words”. It documents the struggles of 
a girl’s battle with anorexia and the barbaric 
treatment she received in the 1950’s.

Courses that help parents Navigate the 
Education System are great for parents 
who need information about how schools 
work and how they can help their children. A 
sample of these classes include the Internet 
Safety 101 class which helps parents 
keep your computer ready for child to be 
successful and safe on the internet. The 
GRPS athletic office is hosting 2 classes on 
The Student Athlete- On and Off the course. 
Parents will be given important and valuable 
information about college scholarships, 
athletic opportunities and the best ways to 
support their student athletes.

Our Health and Wellness classes remain 
very popular. Our favorites such as Zumba 
and Kickboxing remain as well as a few new 
ones like Moving Forward by Bicycle and 
Body Detailing.

A full schedule and description of all classes 

and meeting dates and locations are on our 
website of grparentuniversity.org. You can 
preregister for classes online or just show 
up at a class. If you have any questions you 
can call the Parent Engagement Office at 
819-1977 or 819-2133.

Community 
Game Night
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DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

     RETIREMENT, COLLEGE SAVINGS OR LIFE INSURANCE ? 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ANY OF YOUR ALGER HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS 
 WHO ARE ALSO FINANCIAL ADVISORS WITH WADDELL & REED 

Nicholas Bakker 
Direct Line: 616-855-8651  

Email: nbakker@wradvisors.com 

Aaron DeVos, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8647  
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Kevin Gardenier, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8649  

Email: kgardenier@wradvisors.com 

Damian Lockhart, CRPC® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8650  

Email: dlockhart@wradvisors.com 
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Insurance products offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements. 
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Let’s Build
Wednesday - April  9, 2014, 2:00 pm     
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE

Come construct some spring break fun 
at the library! Kids can explore different 
types of building materials—everything 
from LEGOs to recycled material—and 
create something as unique as they are! 
Then, they can tell participants all about 
what they built. Free and open to the 
public.

Pre-Reading Classes for Babies
Parents and caregivers are invited to 
introduce their babies, birth through 
18 months, to music, movement, 
and language in these 30-minute 
classes designed just for their specifi c 
developmental stages. Babies will enjoy 

FUN AT THE LIBRARY hearing a story and learning songs and 
rhymes. Playtime after enhances the 
development of social skills. Free and 
open to the public.

Wednesdays - April 9, 16, & 23, 11:00 am 
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE

Pre-Reading Classes for Kids
Parents and caregivers are invited to 
bring their preschoolers, ages 3 to 5, to 
45-minute classes featuring literacy-rich 
activities such as interactive storytelling 
using puppets, dramatic play, and hands-
on fun. Related songs, fi ngerplays, and 
activities are interspersed between books. 
Classes end with a fun and creative art 
activity. Free and open to the public.

Thursdays - 10, 17, & 24, 10:30 am 
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE

Children’s Book Week Art Inspirations
May 12-18, 2014, during regular library 
hours at all library locations

Join us for Children’s Book Week! 
Bring out the artistic side of your little 
bookworm! Kids will create a poster 
inspired by their favorite children’s book. 
They can also enter the contest to guess 
how many books are in the library’s 
collection and win a prize.

This year, we are again partnering with 
Organicycle to offer bi-weekly lawn and leaf 
collection service to Alger Heights residents.

Here’s how it works:

Visit www.organicycle.org/yardwaste to 
sign up for the service and order compostable 
yard waste bags.  The one time membership 
fee ($5) goes directly to Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association (AHNA).  The price 
of the 10 bags will be $20.  The city yard 
waste bags are $12.50 for 5 bags.

The bags will be available for pick-up at 
Alger Hardware on April 22.

Bi-weekly service begins on April 28th and 
ends on June 27th.   This will be the same day 
as your recycle will be picked up.  You do not 
need to call to have your bags picked up.

LAWN & LEAF PROGRAM



Organicycle, AHNA & 
Alger Hardware Continue 
Successful Lawn & Leaf 
Program
-by Justin Swan
It’s almost time to start trimming the 
hedges and cleaning out the garden, and 
that means yard waste.  At Organicycle, 
we’re excited about launching our 2014 
yard waste program in partnership 
with Alger Hardware and Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association (AHNA).
Our goal in 2014 is simple: improve 
upon last fall’s successful pilot program 
by making things even easier and more 
convenient.  Some things you’ll find 
familiar include our custom compostable 
yard waste bags.  At 33 gallons, these 
bags are much larger than traditional 
bags, and are 25% cheaper than the 
City of Grand Rapids bags.  And just like 
last year, all proceeds go directly back to 
AHNA. 

Here are few exciting features we’re 
adding this spring to make things even 
better:
• Easy online sign-up at www.organicycle.
org/algerheights
• Pre-Order your bags for Spring arrival 
(you’ll receive an email with further 
instruction)
• Automated collection route (pick-up 
requests no longer required)
• One-time $5 membership is good 
for the year, and goes directly to the 
Neighborhood.
• Special Promotions & Discounts on 
other Organicycle services such as 
Curbside Composting

We’re very excited about our automated 
collection route because residents will 
no longer need to alert us when they’ve 
placed their yard waste at the curb. 
Organicycle has also synced our yard 
waste collection with the City of Grand 
Rapids recycling weeks.  This bi-weekly 
program will last through June and will 
return with weekly service in the fall.
In the coming days AHNA members will 
receive additional information about our 
new program, including online sign-up 
instructions and information when and 
where to pick up your bags. No need to 
wait, you can start signing up right away 
at www.organicycle.org/yardwaste.  

Worth 
Considering

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Alger Heights Business 
Association
- by Sam Evans
Ryan & Hart Party Store
2413 Eastern SE

Did you know that Ryan & Hart Party Store 
has been at the same location in Alger 
Heights for approximately 60 years?  
Ryan Lee has been the current owner for 25 
years.  They have 3 employees.  They offer 
a wide variety of beer, wine, soda, candy, 
chips, nuts, cigars, and lottery tickets.  They 
really push the Michigan Crafted Beers.

Their hours are:
• Monday – Thursday – 10am – 11pm
• Friday-Saturday – 10am - Midnight 
• Sunday Noon – 10 pm

The Last Chance Tavern & Grill
1132 Burton SE

We would like to welcome the new owners of 
Last Chance Tavern and & Grill; Doc Waldie 
and Tom Eastman purchased the tavern on 
December 16, 2013.

The Last Chance Tavern & Grill opened its 
doors in 1934.  At that time, Burton Street 
(South) and Kalamazoo (East) was the 
city limits.  If you were going to Lansing or 
Kalamazoo, it was your last chance to get a 
drink before leaving town.  The new owners 
hired 4 new cooks and 2 new servers to 
open for lunch and present a more diverse 
menu.  All previous employees have been 
retained as well.  

On Monday December 23, they opened 
for lunch and have added salads, soups, 
chilis, and other meals, to their existing 
menu consisting of burgers and sandwiches.  
During Lent, they will have featured fish 
dinners starting with Ash Wednesday and 
running through Good Friday.  They have 
kept their featured burger - the “Garbage 
Burger”.

The bar features 20 craft beers at all times. 
The brands represented are the popular 
local crafts, other Michigan crafts, as well 
as ciders, and national brands.  The bar has 
a 64 oz. growler with the Last Chance logo 
and the story of the bar embossed on the 
jug.  They also feature a Flight of 4 – 4oz. 
glasses on a paddle so you can sample the 
latest craft offerings without purchasing an 
entire pint.  They also have a nice selection 
of wines.

Tuesday night is open mic night, Wednesday 
is Karoke night, and Thurday is Trivia night.  
These all start a 9pm.

A special neighborhood welcome party for 
the Last Chance was sponsored by Steve 
Volkers Group Real Estate and Northpointe 
Bank on March 18 from 6-8pm.  A good 
time was had by all that attended; many of 
your neighbors came out for the occasion.  
The food was very good, and the staff did a 
great job.  Stop by and welcome them to the 
neighborhood.

Their hours are :
• Monday – Saturday 11am – 2am
• Sunday – Closed

Seymour Post Office
2017 Eastern SE

Did you know that the Seymour Post Office 
has been in our neighborhood for over 40 
years?  The Lead Sales Service Associate, 
Shawn Rabidoux, has been there for nearly 
five years. 
The post office building was recently closed 
for about a month due to building repairs.  
Everyone had to retrieve their mail from 
the PO Boxes downtown.  The repairs look 
great, and much brighter, with the new 
ceiling, paint work and cleaning.

This branch offers PO Boxes for rent, sells 
stamps, envelopes , money orders, and 
all materials for your mailing and shipping 
needs.  They offer regular priority shipping 
boxes for free. They have the same supplies 
that the main post office carries, but being 
local means you don’t have to spend the 
extra time and hassle of driving and parking 
as you would if you were to go downtown.  
The mail goes out from this branch as 
quickly as the main branch downtown.  
  
Our neighborhood branch has friendly 
service and knows many of their customers 
by name.  They also recommend the best 
value and cost for your priority shipping.
Continue to support our neighborhood 
branch and stop in to say hi to Shawn.

Their hours are:
• Monday – Friday : 10am-5pm
• Saturday – 9:30am – Noon
• Sunday - Closed

- Continued on page 9



with yes or no, will determine if they post that 
block for next winter.  This will help the plows 
maintain our streets better. 

This law will go into effect November 1, 
2014 and continues until April 1, 2015.  This 
ordinance assists City snow plow drivers in 
clearing snow from the local streets, as well 
as allowing police, fire, ambulance vehicles 
and school busses to get to homes.

Please e-mail us to receive your petition 
copy: massnave1@att.net.

at other points in your life, such as when 
you begin saving for your children’s college 
education. 

Just as spring cleaning can bring more light 
into your home, sprucing up your investment 
picture can help you brighten your financial 
outlook. And these improvements can help 
you in all the seasons of your life. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.

Financial “Spring Cleaning” Can 
Brighten Your Investment Picture 

The days are getting longer and warmer — a 
sure indication of the arrival of spring. Another 
sign of the season may be the urge you get 
to do some spring cleaning. But you might not 
have realized that some of the same spring-
cleaning techniques that can be used on your 
home can also apply to your investments and 
your overall financial strategy. 

Here are a few ideas to consider:
Get rid of “clutter.” As you do your spring 
cleaning, you may well find some clutter 
— a bunch of items you no longer need. 
As an investor, you might look at your 
portfolio and also find “clutter” in the form of 
investments that are no longer appropriate 
for your objectives. For example, perhaps 
some of them are virtual duplicates of other 
investments you own, thereby diminishing 
your potential for diversification. Or maybe 
some investments are now too risky for your 
needs. In any case, you may be better off 
rebalancing your portfolio.

Get organized. As you clean your home, 
you might find ways to organize your 
belongings and furniture more efficiently. 
And you may also be able to organize your 
investments more effectively. One possibility: 
Consider consolidating your investment 
accounts with one provider. If you have 
an IRA here, another one there and some 
other investments scattered about, you may 
be paying more in fees and commissions 
than is necessary. By consolidating these 
investments, you might save money and 
paperwork — and more importantly, you 
may find it easier, with all your investments 
under one “roof,” to follow a single, unified 
investment strategy.

Seal “cracks.” Over time, the grout between 
your kitchen or bathroom tiles can crack, so 
you’ll need to re-grout to protect your flooring. 
And you may find that, in looking at your 
overall financial strategy, your “protection” 
component — primarily in the form of 
insurance — might have developed some 
“cracks” or “chips.” Specifically, has your 
life insurance kept up with changes in your 
family situation? Events such as marriage, 
remarriage or the arrival of a new child can all 
trigger the need to review your life insurance. 
And you’ll also want to make sure you have 
adequate disability insurance. Consult with 
a financial professional for information on 

Scott P.
McPheeters,
AAMS

Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

appropriate protection vehicles.

Do some “dusting.” As part of your spring 
cleaning, you may need to dust furniture, 
shelves and other surfaces in your home. And 
if you’ve been investing for a long time, you 
may need to metaphorically “dust off” your 
financial strategy to “freshen it up” to reflect 
changes in your life. To cite one possibility, as 
you get close to retirement, you may need to 
shift some — but certainly not all — of your 
growth-oriented investments into income-
producing ones. But you may also need to 
review and revise your financial strategy 

Grand Rapids City Information 

By Sam Evans
Odd/Even Parking Petitions
After this brutal snow season, odd/even 
parking became a hot topic. We have put 
together some petitions for you to go around 
on your block to get signatures and return 
to us.  We will then give them to the city, 
they will send out a postcard to ask each 
neighbor if they would like it or not.  The 
amount of replies they get for that block, 



Alger Park Church
You are heartily invited to worship with 
us anytime.  Our Sunday services are at 
9:30am and 5:00pm, with nursery available 
for younger children and Sunday school 
programs following the morning worship 
service. We also have some Wednesday 
night activities for children and adults, often 
with a meal. Feel free to contact us for 

Church and 
School News

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch page:  http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch

Alas Conexion
I, Rodrigo Cano, came here in August of 
last year and was commissioned as an 
elder for the Reformed Church of America. 
I started my work around the community in 
September. As part of that work, I started 
walking around the neighborhood trying to 
identify the resources of the community; 
resources such as infrastructures, 
buildings, institutions, schools among other. 

On October 31st, we had a block party, 
an event to get to know the community. 
We served hot dogs that night and had 
the opportunity to have a jumping house 
in our parking lot. That night we had about 
66 people that we were able to serve. 
In November, we had a thanksgiving 
breakfast. In addition to serving  some 
people from the community, we got a 15 
passenger van and went downtown and 
invited some people from a homeless 
shelter to come and eat breakfast with us. 
We had a turnaround of about 45 people 
that day. Additionally, in December we had 
a Christmas party. We had a very good 
time with friends and neighbors. After the 
concert, we had free pictures with Santa. 
We also were able to play for the group 
home right next to our church building 
and went to play the same concert at a 
Hispanic community in Middleville MI.

In January 2014, we started with a first 
fruits service; a time to offer the year to 
our God. We meet on Wednesdays at our 
connection group; a group to meet other 
people, meet the church and meet God. 
March 2nd we had a vision night -a night 
where we shared the vision we feel God is 
calling us to do. March 23rd and April 6th, 
we will have prelaunch services. However, 
April 20th we will have our official launch. 
Our services will be held in English and 
Spanish at 973 - 28th St SE, at 1:00 p.m.  

Rodrigo Cano, Church Plant Pastor
616-214-6001

Seymour Church
Men’s Bible Study - A Seven Week 
Thursday Night Study of 1 John
Men of Alger Heights, you are invited to 
participate in a seven week Bible study 
on the short New Testament letter of 1 
John.  Pastor Phil De Jonge will lead the 
discussion on Thursday nights from 7:00 
to 8:30 at Seymour Church.  The first one 
is April 17 and they go until May 29. No 
preparation is required other than to read 
and meditate on the passage prior to the 
sessions.  Pastor De Jonge will supply 
discussion questions to guide us through 
the biblical text. You are welcome to attend 
these Bible studies -- and please feel free 
to invite a friend.

2014 Mobile Food Pantries
Seymour Church is blessed to be 
partnering with Feeding America West 
Michigan to host 6 Mobile Food Pantry 
perishable food distributions here this 
year.  These are held in our parking lot 
on Saturdays. Registration starts at noon; 
distribution of food begins at 1 pm until 
2 pm or earlier if food is gone. The dates 
of our Mobile Food Pantries this year are 
April 26, June 7, August 23, September 13, 
October 11 and December 6.

Renovation Report
Our renovations are continuing on 
schedule. The lobby area is done, the 
sanctuary is in progress, and we hope 
to celebrate Palm Sunday (April 13) with 
worship in the renovated sanctuary. In May, 
work will begin on the lower level.  Watch 
for an invitation to a community open 
house later this summer.

Blood Drive
Mark your calendar for the next Seymour/
Alger MI Blood Drive to be held at Seymour 
on Tuesday, May 13, from 3pm-7pm. 

Community of Christ
Here are some dates for April and May for 
the Community of Christ Church. You are 
welcome.
April 24 - Maundy Thursday Seder, 7:00 p.m.
April 25 - Good Friday Service, 7:00 p.m.
April 27 - Sonrise Worship, 9:00 a.m.;    
               Easter Worship, 11:00 a.m.
May 7 - Seniors Breakfast, 9:30am at Russ’  
             on Division by 68th Street

Hope Reformed Church
Embrace Hope Together!
Easter is all about hope and one way 
to embrace it together is to gather with 
your neighbors for our annual Easter 
Egg Hunt.  We’ll meet at Oakfield Park 
(on the campus of Ottawa Hills H.S.) on 
Saturday, April 19th at 11:00am.  Everyone 
is welcome.

Hope Church is planning free, family-
friendly community events this summer.  
Each Wednesday there will be food to eat, 
games to play, and neighbors to meet.  
Join us at 5:30pm on the corner of Burton 
& Kalamazoo.

Then, join us for an outdoor PraiseFest on 
Sundays.  Come lift your hearts, lift your 
hands and lift your voices with us on July 
20th, August 17th, & September 21st at 
3pm.

Mulick Park Matters!
Hope Church, along with Friends of Mulick 
Park School are planning to host a series 
of Kids Games at the park on Thursdays 

more information at 452-9686 or apcrc@
algerparkchurch.org.  Office hours are 
from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm Monday through 
Friday.

Holy Week services:
Maundy Thursday - April 17, 7:00pm
Easter morning - April 20: Continental 
breakfast 8:30am; Worship, 9:30am

VBS Summer Program
Monday, June 23 - Thursday, June 24
6:30-8:30 pm
Children going into Kindergarten through 
8th grade welcome 

In an effort to “practice what we preach,” 
Alger Park Church has partnered with the 
biology department at Calvin College to 
help restore the Plaster Creek watershed 
in our neighborhood.  In the past we have 
participated in both spring and fall clean-
ups along the banks of the creek in our 
area.  At present, we plan to construct two 
rain gardens on our property which will 
reduce the impact of storm water runoff 
and improve the natural beauty of the Alger 
Heights area.  Pending the receipt of a 
grant, construction will begin this spring.  

Alger Park recently began a year-long 
partnership with Mel Trotter Ministries, a 
local organization that serves the hungry, 
homeless and hurting in Grand Rapids. 
Besides taking monetary collections for Mel 
Trotter, our members are finding ways to 
volunteer at their downtown location.

Alger Park Church
2655 Eastern Ave SE
Questions call 452-9686

this summer: July 10th, 17th, 24th, & 31st. 
The final celebration and talent show will 
be on August 7th.  Come celebrate with us!

Also, on the 2nd Friday of June, July, & 
August we’ll be hosting a big screen movie 
night in the park.

As  the dates approache call Deborah at 
241-3421 for more details.



Tabernacle Community Church
AWANA (Approved Workman Are Not 
Ashamed) meets every Wednesday 
from 6:15pm-8:00pm at Tabernacle 
Community Church.  We believe 
in equipping kids for life through 
children’s ministry programs focused 
on evangelism, discipleship and the 
gospel. This Bible-centered teaching 
and Scripture memorization will take 
place in an atmosphere of fun and 
excitement that keeps kids coming 
back week after week, often with 
friends in tow. This is for kids ages 
preschool (1 year olds) -6th grade. 
You may start at any time throughout 
the school year. To learn more about 
Awana, go to awana.org. 

Men & Ladies of Honor is a strategic 
program to train and mentor youth 
to realize their full potential. Youth 
(6th -12th grade) who participate are 
mentored and trained in principles of 
honor, chivalry, integrity, courageous 
leadership, and moral excellence using 
a three-pronged strategy of camps, 
conferences, and weekly curriculum 
based meetings in schools, churches, 
and recreation centers.  If we train 
youth to be who they were created to 
be, we can change the world. Join us 
every Wednesday night from 6:30pm-
8:15pm at Alger Middle School.

Tabitha’s Closet Giveaway
Tell your neighbors, co-workers, and 
friends and mark your own calendar 
for Tabitha’s Closet Clothing giveaway 
that will take place on Saturday, 
April 26 from 9:00am-11:00am in the 
Worship Center. The giveaway is open 
to the public and only costs .25 cents 
per bag. 

You may also donate your new or 
gently used SPRING clothes of 
all sizes. Drop all donations off at 
Entrance C, just outside of the Worship 
Center. Donations may be dropped 
off on Sundays or during the week, 
Monday-Thursday from 9:00am-
5:00pm.

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER  

456-3400  
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Located in Grand Central Plaza at 2055 
28th Street, S.E., Global Gifts is a fair 
trade gift and specialty-item store that 
has been dedicated to the relief of world 
hunger since 1986, when three women 
from Calvin Christian Reformed Church 
in Grand Rapids decided to do something 
about the world-hunger crisis of that time.  
Since then, volunteers from churches and 
neighborhoods all over Grand Rapids have 
been faithfully and diligently volunteering 
at the store.  They have contributed and do 
contribute thousands of hours per year to the 
welfare of this business.

Global Gifts sells only fair trade products 
because fair trade principles ensure that the 
artisans who produce our products are fairly 
compensated and treated humanely.  Of 
fair trade artisans, 70 percent are women, 
who are often the sole wage earners in 
their households.  Of the 1.2 billion people 
worldwide living in abject poverty (less than 
$1 per day), 70 percent are women.  Fair 
trade guarantees a woman a higher wage 
than a non-fair trade job, and therefore she 
is more likely to be able to afford medical 
care and education for her children as well 
as food and housing.

The most satisfying part about shopping 
at Global Gifts is the human connection 

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

behind its merchandise.  Everything sold in 
our store is unique, one of a kind.  Nothing 
comes off an assembly line or is mass 
produced.  On any given day the store may 
include handcrafted goods from Vietnam, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Kenya, Uganda, Ghana, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Haiti, and many other 
developing countries.  The shop sells a nice 
variety of scarves, nativities, purses, kitchen 
items, toys, coffee, chocolate, jewelry, and 
seasonal items—whatever the artisans can 
conceive of and find the raw materials for.  
The merchandise is unique and interesting, 
and each piece comes with the story of an 
individual artisan somewhere in the world.

There is a direct correlation between buying 
something at Global Gifts and helping to 
fight poverty.  Without middlemen to share 
the profits and with access to international 
markets, fair trade ventures in developing 
countries still ensure that poverty-sticken 
people can pull themselves out of their 
destitution. For these people, fair trade is a 
hand up, not a handout.  Come in and check 
out Global Gifts for yourself.  You’ll love our 
goods—and our goal.

FAIR TRADE

AHNA

ANNUAL
MEETING

May 13, 2014
Alger Middle School Common Area

921 Alger SE (West Entrance)
Time: 7:00 pm



Important dates to keep in mind:
• Spring Cleanup: Wednesday, May 14th at 
6:30pm
• Planting Day: Saturday, May 31st at 1pm
Garden Potluck: Thursday, August 14th at 
6pm
• Fall Cleanup: Saturday, Oct 11th at 1pm
Garden Closed for Season: Saturday, Oct 
18th

Thursday evenings from June-August are 
the official garden work nights. Come out to 
work on your plot and enjoy fun activities and 
refreshments. 

Hope to see you at the Garden!

Alger Heights Community Garden Team

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Alger Heights Community Garden
Is it spring yet?

Thankfully, spring will be here soon. What 
better way to shake off the winter blues than 
to think about soaking up some Michigan 
sunshine this spring and summer with your 
neighbors in the Alger Heights Community 
Garden (located behind Tabernacle 
Community Church)? Regardless of how 
green your thumb is, this 
is a great way to spend 
some time outside, 
make new friends, and 
strengthen current 
relationships with 
the wonderful 

people from the Alger Heights community.

While we hope to see plenty of returning 
faces, there will be plots available for new 
participants. Plots are 5’x10’ and are $10 
each with a $10 refundable deposit (your 
deposit will stay at $10 regardless of how 
many plots you sign up for). If you would like 

to join the garden, or would just like some 
questions answered, do not hesitate to 

email us at algercommunity 
gardens@gmail.com.



number of your local law enforcement 
agency? 456-3400
• Do you know your nearest fire department 
and rescue phone numbers?
2541 Kalamazoo – Phone 911
• Do you ask neighbors to watch your house 
if you are going to be gone over night?
• Do you have automatic timers on a couple 
of lights, TV, and radios in your house when 
you are away?
• Does your house always look like someone 
is at home?
• Do you stop newspapers, mail, and other 
deliveries when you are going to be gone for 
extended periods?
• Do you ask neighbors to mow your lawn, 
rake your leaves, or remove your snow when 
you are gone for extended periods?
• Do you notify your local law enforcement 
agency or your neighborhood watch when 
you are going out of town, so that they can 
check your house for you?
• Have you recorded the make, model, 
and serial numbers of all your valuables?  
We have an inventory sheet for you if you 
request it.
• Have you etched your driver’s license 
number on valuables? We have an etch 
machine you can borrow.
• Have you photographed items you can’t 
etch or have no serial numbers; such as 
jewelry, china, and crystal for identification 
purposes?
• Have you recorded all of your credit card 
and ATM numbers, together with the phone 
numbers to cancel them should they get lost 
or stolen?
• Have you removed all identification tags 
from your key ring?
• Do you always lock your car when you get 
out?
• Do you have a working flashlight when 
traveling at night?
• Do you look in your car, especially the back 
seat of your car, before you get in?
• Do you put all packages in the trunk 
instead of the back seat?
• If you have small children, have you taught 
them how to identify a store clerk to whom 
they could ask for help should they become 
separated from you?
• Since you have moved in have you had all 
your door locks rekeyed by a locksmith?
• Do you report all suspicious incidents to 
your local law enforcement agency?
456-3400 
• Do you always separate your home and car 
keys when you leave your car in an attended 
parking lot?
• Do you always walk in the traffic lanes in 
a parking lot rather than next to the parked 
cars?
• Do you always approach your car with your 
keys in your hand, not in your purse?

It’s always a good idea to review the above 
questions on a regular basis to remind 
yourself to be cautious and aware of your 
surroundings.

Celebrate the Heights
- by Carissa Bakker
The Alger Heights Business Association 
is excited to announce that Celebrate 
the Heights is coming on Saturday, May 
17. This event is an opportunity for the 
community and businesses of Alger Heights 
to showcase everything they have to offer! 
Celebrate the Heights will take place from 
10:00am to 2:00pm, rain or shine, in front of 
the businesses near the intersection of Alger 
and Eastern. 

Activities during the event will include 
prize drawings, coupons, giveaways, and 
specialty sales sponsored by the local 
businesses and neighborhood restaurants.  
Local crafters will be showcasing their 
handmade arts and crafts for sale.  
Neighborhood community organizations 
will also be represented, including the local 
library, churches, the community garden, 
and the Annual 5K Run.  

Activities for kids will include bike 
registrations and a scavenger hunt, along 
with a fire truck and police car to explore 
and have pictures taken with. Alger Middle 
School will also be putting on their free 
festival at the school from 12:00pm to 
4:00pm which will include games, prizes, 
inflatables, and food!

This should be a fun opportunity for the 
whole family and a great way to get to know 
the people in this great community. Come 
see what Alger Heights has to offer and 
Celebrate the Heights with us on May 17!
If you’re a local business owner who lives or 
works in the Alger Heights area and would 
like to participate in Celebrate the Heights, 
please contact Carissa at carissabakker89@
gmail.com.

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

AHNA Crime and Safety Tips
- by Sam Evans
Please contact the Neighborhood 
Association if you have issues with the 
following:
• House/yard/porch/garage in disrepair?
• House/yard/porch/garage has trash?
• Vehicle illegally parked or has not moved 
over 72 hours from the street?
• Pot Holes?
• Graffiti on a building/garage/house/
structure?

We can help resolve the issues.

Safety Tips
These tips are not to scare anyone, but to 
help make you aware.  Alger Heights is still 
one of the safest neighborhoods in the city.

Neighborhood Security

• Is your house number visible from the 
street, with numbers at least 3” high?
• Can your neighbors see your house?
• Do you know your neighbors, including all 
occupants of their house?
• Have you talked to your neighbors about 
mutual neighborhood security?
• Do you leave your front and back porch 
light on every night whether you are home 
or not?
• Do you routinely lock your door every time 
you leave – no matter how short a time?
• Do you leave a “spare key” for a repairman 
or maid to come in?

Personal Security 

• Do you know the emergency phone 
number of your local law enforcement 
agency?   911
• Do you know the business phone

Alger Heights Business Association - cont.

Massages by Jo
2400 Eastern SE

We welcome Massages by Jo to the 
neighborhood business district. The 
business moved into the district in July 2013 
and put their sign up on the building last 
October.  They wanted to get established 
first in the area.  The owner, Jo Gray, 
has previously worked for a chiropractic 
doctor for 4 years and also at spas, Amway 
Corporation, and Soaring Eagle as a 
massage therapist.  She has 15 years 
experience.

She does Swedish massage, deep tissue, 
sports massage, trigger point therapy, pre-
natal massage, lymphatic massage, and she 
offers a self taught melt method massage.

Her rates are competitive and she only 
works by appointment.  She has had an 
ad in our last newsletter as well as this 

newsletter. Jo lives in the Alger Heights 
neighborhood.

Please give her a call at 292-6013 and use 
the coupon in this current newsletter for 
additional savings and welcome her to the 
business district. 



Jerry Montague: President, newsletter
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2014
Bob Synk: Vice President
516-3270   bobsynk@sbcglobal.net
Term ends 2014
Regina Wright: Secretary
446-2700   wrightra10@gmail.com
Term ends 2016
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block captain 
coordinator, Welcome bag, Mobile patrol
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2015
Laura Muresan:
452-4360   lauraslastditch@yahoo.com
Term ends 2014
Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2014

AHNA Board of Directors
Jon Hall:
560-8556   cnw8835@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Jill Sieve:
481-6464   jksieve904@gmail.com
Term ends 2014
Matt Howard:
644-8193   matthew.j.howard@chase.com
Term ends 2014
Rick Savino:
550-1450   ricksavino@yahoo.com
Term ends 2014
Ginny Hartger:
245-9832   ghartger@juno.com
ginny@seymourchurch.org
Jenn Reidsma:
822-2027   jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org   

New to the Neighborhood?
If you are new to the area, we invite you 
to contact Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association.  We have welcome packets 
available.  We make every effort to deliver 
these to our new neighbors, but we realize 
that some may be missed.  If you would like 
a welcome packet please contact Sam Evans 
at massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, May 13 - 3:00pm to 7:00pm

Seymour  Church - 840 Alger Street SE
Call 616-245-8726 for more information

Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association Block Captains
- By Sam Evans
The general requirements for a block 
captain are to be friendly, welcome new 
neighbors, distribute newsletters and 
flyers and be the eyes and ears for your 
block.  We give you training, materials, and 
assistance that will be helpful for you in the 
unique role for your block.  We will also work 
beside you for introductions.

We are still in need of block captains for 
the following blocks:  Alger ,Alto, Belfast 
(Nevada-Walsh), Deming (Eastern-Union), 
Jennings/Oakfield, Louise, 
Merritt (Eastern-Blaine),  Nelson St (Homes-
Kalamazoo-Burton), Nelson Apartments (2 
Block Captains), Ottillia (Blaine-Nelson), 
Raymond (Nevada-28th),
Walsh (Blaine-Eastern – 2 Block Captains).

If interested or would like to know more 
about it please contact Sam Evans, 
540-2107 or massnave1@att.net.



Come for a visit.
Stay for a journey.

EastminsterP R E S B Y T E R I A N   C H U R C H

Ministerial Team
Rev. Ann Conklin, Pastor

Rev. Brian Madison, Theologian in Residence

247-8833
1700 Woodward SE

2 blocks East of Plymouth, 1 block South of Boston

www.eastminstergr.org

  Worship Service 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mornings  

                  The offi cial AHNA facebook page can be found at:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

When:

Where: 

Join us for our presentation  
Retirement: Making Your Money Last.

We’ll discuss strategies designed to help you work 
toward fulfilling your retirement expectations. 
We’ll address key concerns such as inflation, 
health care expenses and market volatility as well 
as ways to prepare in advance for things that may 
not go as expected.

How Do You Picture 
Your Retirement?

www.edwardjones.comYou’re Invited

MKD-7364-A-AD Member SIPC

Thursday, March 20 and Thursday, May 15, 2014

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Mangiamo Restaurant
1033 Lake Dr SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Dinner will be served.

Call Michelle Ellison at (616) 451-8645 by
Thursday, March 13 or Thursday, May 8
to reserve a seat for you and a friend.

 

Scott P McPheeters, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

924 Cherry St S.E. Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-451-8645
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2422 EASTERN AVENUE  SE
Hours:

Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 12:00pm

Harm Faber Bob Schaner

Appointments: Phone: 243-2697

Steve DeJong’s
Lawn Mower Repair Over 15 years

experience

FAST Turnaround

Price
$50.00 

plus parts (Pickup and delivery extra)

616-929-9398

I will tune up your lawn mower for this season

svgfirm.com

Selling season is upon us!

Alger Hardware
& Rental

“Where Service = Savings”

Weekdays 8am - 8pm    Saturday 8am - 6pm    Sunday 12pm - 6pm

616-243-9730
2408 Eastern Avenue SE | Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Bring this ad in and get

15% OFF
All planting accessories and seeds

(valid 03/14 - 6/14)

We have all your
planting needs



Alger Heights Neighborhood Association

ANNUAL MEETING
May 13, 2014

Alger Middle School Common Area - 921 Alger SE (West Entrance)
Time: 7:00 pm

If you are interested please e-mail us with your name, address, e-mail 
address, phone number and number of years in the neighborhood.  Also 
include a brief bio on yourself and why you would like to be on the 
board.  Deadline is April 30, 2014.

E-mail to: Jerry Montague – jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Bob Synk – bobsynk@sbcglobal.net
Regina Wright – wrightra10@gmail.com
Sam Evans – massnave1@att.net

Please join us to find out 
what has been happening 
and bring up any issues 
that you would like the 
board to address.

We are seeking neighborhood residents to join the AHNA Board 
of Directors. This year we have 9 board position openings to fill. 8 
terms will end in May and we have 1 open seat available.
New board members will be voted on by the AHNA members at the annual meeting on 
May 13.  In addition to assisting in the growth and future of the neighborhood, Board 
members commit to the following:
 • Attending monthly board meetings (2nd Tuesday of every month at 7pm)
 • Actively participating in at least one AHNA Committee
 • Attending and participating in AHNA events
 • Serving as a Block Captain and actively work to build the AHNA’s Block  
   Captain network.
Standard term of a board member is 3 years.
We have the following term limits open due to members moving, etc..
3 – 1 year terms     2 – 2 year terms     4 – 3 year terms

SPECIAL SPEAKERS
REFRESHMENTS
RAFFLE PRIZES

Get Involved!



You can advertise your business or home 
business in the Alger Heights newsletter.  
The newsletter is distributed to over 1900 
homes and businesses in Alger Heights.  
The rates are very reasonable:
Business Card size:  $25.00
Double Business Card size:  $40.00
1/4 Page size:  $75.00
1/2 Page size: $140.00

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

Advertising in the 
AHNA newsletter

AHNA Annual Membership Association 
Dues
- By Sam Evans

Dues are as follows: Senior - $10.00, Family - $20.00, Business - 
$25.00.

Why should you support AHNA with a donation?  We encourage 
neighbor participation and community involvement.  We are strictly a 
volunteer board and do not receive any funds that are donated, 100% 
of our funds go directly back into the neighborhood to support the 
newsletter printing, fl yers, activities, and 
Community events.  The neighborhood has stated that more activities 
are wanted and we will need funds for those additional events.  Also, 
this past winter, we needed to circulate additional fl yers, and posters, 
informing the neighborhood about Snow Removal Day.  Many of you 
came out voluntarily to help neighbors with the snow removal..
These are some of the current yearly events: Annual Meeting, 
Annual Garage Sales, Celebrate the Heights, Annual Trash Day 
and Neighborhood Clean-up, Alley Clean-up, Neighborhood Parks 
Clean-up, National Night Out, Flower Garden Contest, Christmas 
Lighting Contest, and Luminaries at Christmas.  All of these events 
cost money to have, and at every one of them we do not charge for 
participation for those attending.

Your contribution would be greatly appreciated.  Thank-you to all of 
those that have given in the past.  Let’s make this the best year yet 
for donating.

Please send your dues in the envelope distributed in your last 
newsletter, or mail it in a standard envelope to :
Alger Heights Neighborhood Association
PO Box 7809, Grand Rapids, MI  49507.

Make your check payable to Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association (or AHNA).

Did you know that the fi re department will come to your home and do 
an audit for smoke detectors and recommend if you need additional or 
updated detectors.  They will also provide new ones and install them 
for free.  Please contact them at 456-3699.


