
want to continue to encourage you to look 
for ways to help your neighbors.  Shoveling 
sidewalks is defi nitely one way to help.  
The city recently issued a reminder that we 
are responsible for keeping the sidewalks 
adjacent to our properties clear of snow 
and ice within 24 hours of a snowfall. Also, 
be mindful that odd and even parking must 
be observed during this season and failure 
to do so can result in you being ticketed. 
Finally, check on your elderly and disabled 
neighbors.   The cold temps and the snow 
can be an added challenge for them.

If you have ideas or stories on good 
neighboring on your block or you have 
been the benefi ciary of good neighboring, 
please let me know so we can share in 
future articles.  I’m always open to your 
suggestions for future topics, email me at 
alindsay38@gmail.com.

The new season brings different thoughts to 
different people. Myself, I really like the snow, 
but I would much rather never have to pull 
the starter cord on my snow blower. But in 
the end, I enjoy getting out and watching the 
snow fl y as I clear walks and driveway around 
my house.

This season also reminds me to slow 
down when conditions are bleak. Watch for 
the “other guy” because we all know that 
someone out there won’t watch for you. Be 
especially aware of our little neighbors as 
they don’t pay attention to surroundings when 
they are out enjoying winter’s playground. A 
child could pop up at any time!

Grasp this season of “Winter Wonderland” 
and get outside for some fun and exercize.
      
Jerry Montague
AHNA President
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The offi cial AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

Check us out online...

algerheights.org

Hello Neighbor!  
Winter has defi nitely arrived in West 
Michigan! The snow is falling and so are the 
temperatures. It’s been mild in comparison 
to Michigan winters of the past and we have 
much to be grateful for.  

This time of year can provide some great 
opportunities to practice good neighboring. 
It’s been great to see, on the neighborhood 
Facebook pages, how neighbors have 
helped others clear their driveway, shovel 
their walkways and help them when they’ve 
been stuck in the snow.  I have benefi ted 
from one of my neighbors rising early in 
the morning and clearing my sidewalk. Its 
gestures like these that encourage you to 
look for ways to be a blessing to someone 
else.  

Life’s not perfect in the Heights, but there are 
some really good neighbors amongst us.  I 

Won’t you be my neighbor? - by Artie Lindsay
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A T T E N T I O N  A L G E R  H E I G H T S 
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

     RETIREMENT, COLLEGE SAVINGS OR LIFE INSURANCE ? 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ANY OF YOUR ALGER HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS 
 WHO ARE ALSO FINANCIAL ADVISORS WITH WADDELL & REED 

Nicholas Bakker, CMFC® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8651  

Email: nbakker@wradvisors.com 

Aaron DeVos, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8647  

Email: devos@wradvisors.com 

Kevin Gardenier, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8649  

Email: kgardenier@wradvisors.com 

03/15 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. 625 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite 209, Grand Rapids, MI  49546 • 616-956-6051 
Insurance products offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC 

I have been helping Alger Heights 
residents buy and sell homes for 16 years.  
Inventory and interest rates are low, 
so it is a great time to buy and sell.  Call, 
text or email me today for a free market 
analysis letting you know what your home 
is worth in today’s market and a list of 
homes available.

I look forward to serving you for all 
your real estate needs.

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch page:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch



Business Association News
- by Nick Bakker 
As 2016 starts off, I’d like to highlight a key business in the Alger Heights area. I believe that 
this business is essential to the continued growth and unique identity of our community and I 
strongly encourage you to support it with vigorous intensity throughout the coming year. The 
business I’d like to highlight today is The Dog King. 

The Dog King is a key destination for families during the summer months as the combination 
of hot dogs, burgers, and ice cream goes hand-in-hand with the summer heat and sun. During 
the evening hours of the summer, there is a line out the door and down the street as families 
line up to receive free ice cream for their kids as part of a summer reading program. I’m truly 
appreciative of the way this program enhances our community, and The Dog King is key to 
the success of this program. 

The Dog King will celebrate their 1 year anniversary in April of 2016, and it’s up to you and 
me, as residents of Alger Heights, to ensure that The Dog King celebrates many, many more 
anniversaries in the years to come. I love hosting lunch meetings at The Dog King, and 
everyone who I bring to the restaurant is impressed with the high quality tastes that The Dog 
King offers. 

The Dog King plays a significant role in our community. It not only offers ice cream, burgers, 
and hot dogs that will tantalize your taste buds, but it also provides community programs that 
encourage reading. The Dog King serves as a destination that draws others from outside the 
Alger Heights area to spend money right here in Alger Heights. 

Join me in continuing to support The Dog King this winter so they can have a strong start to 
their 2nd year of serving the Alger Heights community. Next time you think about going out for 
lunch or dinner, do our community (and your taste buds) a favor and head over to The Dog 
King.
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Real Estate Minute
- by Rick Savino Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 

DECORATING TRENDS COME 
AND GO
Decorating trends come and go, and here 
are some that are over and (we hope), never 
to return.

1. Plastic furniture covers: While you may 
be trying to keep the furniture clean, those 
thick layers of clear vinyl all over furnishings 
will not make guests feel welcome or 
comfortable as they squish into a Saran-
wrapped chair.

2. Popcorn ceilings: Textured ceilings 
scream 70s and 80s décor. But besides a 
passé look, they also can absorb odors and 
discolor more easily too.

3. Wall-to-wall shag carpet: Sure, it’s 
more affordable than wood flooring but shag 
carpet can be tough to clean (getting stuck 
in a roll in your vacuum) and it can feel like 
you’re walking on yarn.

4. U-shaped toilet rugs and covers: 
Remove those U-shaped covers along the 
bases of toilets and the matching toilet seat 
cover. They can make the bathroom appear 
unclean and can trap moisture and bacteria.

5. Fabric overload: Floral prints and 
copious fabric in every corner of a room may 
have been on trend in the 1980s, but it may 
be long overtime to weed out some of those 
ruffled skirts on pieces of furniture and floral 
curtains. 

Keep it clean and simple to create a 
contemporary style in your home.

Alger Heights Halloween 5K Race Recap
- by Josh Schroyer 
Over 700 runners and walkers took to the streets in Alger Heights on Halloween to participate 
in the Alger Heights Halloween 5/10K presented by Carpenter and Judd. The morning started 
off with the Kid’s Fun Run around the track at Alger Middle School. Once the kids crossed the 
finish the 5/10K runners were off! It was great seeing residents who lived along the course 
come outside to cheer everybody on. The festivities concluded with doughnuts, cider, and 
bananas for all the runners inside the Alger Middle School gym. 
This race is made possible by the generous donations from many local businesses and the 
time of over 50 volunteers. We would like to give a special “Thank You” to everyone who 
helped in making the Alger Heights 5/10K the amazing race that so many runners come back 
to year after year. We are also pleased to donate all proceeds of the race to local non-profits. 
This year’s recipients were the Alger Heights Neighborhood Association and Making Smile for 
Hope. 
If you are interested in participating next year or getting involved please visit www.alger5k.
com for more information. We look forward to seeing you at next year’s race!



Also make sure the heater is functioning 
properly and that plenty of warm air is 
being directed to the windshield when it’s 
in the defrost mode. To help prevent your 
windshield from fogging up, run the air-
conditioning system (with the temperature 
set at a comfortable level) to dehumidify the 
air.
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As we start the new year, I’d like to introduce you 
to a new concept in getting to know and connect 
with your neighbors. We call it CONNECT 5. The 
idea is to get to know the people on the left and 
right of you and the three houses immediately 
across from you - connecting with 5 homes, five 
families.

Reach out to them and get to know who they 
are. Create relationships with them. Know their 
general routines so you can keep an eye out for 
them if they are away - and, in turn, they will do 
the same for you. If every homeowner on every 
block adopts the CONNECT 5 concept, the entire 
Alger Heights neighborhood becomes “neighbor 
aware” and the idea of “neighborhood watch” 
takes on a completely new meaning. Plus, you 
might make some new friends in the process!

ALGER HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECT 5
- by Jerry Montague

Alger Heights Neighborhood Association 

Volunteers
We have a bank of volunteers currently 
helping out in the neighborhood for various 
situations.  We would like to help out again 
this winter and would like to secure some 
additional volunteers.  We do interview the 
people requesting the help to make sure it is 
valid; due to illness, disability, surgery, age, 
etc...  If you would like to help as a volunteer 
for your AHNA neighbor, please e-mail: 
massnave1@att.net.

                              It’s good exercise and you
                                get to meet a lot of great
                                    neighbors. 

3 tips to keep your car 
in peak condition during 
frigid winter weather
Consumers Report: January 07, 2015

Keep the battery in good shape
Your vehicle’s battery is especially hard 
hit when the mercury plummets. Cold 
temperatures reduce its cranking power. In 
fact, at about 0° F, a battery has only about 
half the cranking power it has at 80° F.

To check a conventional battery, remove the 
plastic caps on the top and check the fluid 
level. (See your owner’s manual.) If the fluid 
is low, add distilled water. On maintenance-
free batteries, check that the window at the 
top of the battery indicates a fully charged 
state. If it’s more than five years old and 
shows signs of weakness, replace the 
battery with a top-rated model.

You  can have the battery professionally 
tested at a service station, auto parts store, 
or repair shop. A tired battery may just need 
to be charged. But if it’s defective or just 
worn out, it’s best to replace it before it goes 
completely dead. (Check our buying guide 
and Ratings for car batteries. Worst case, be 
sure you know how to jump-start a car.)

Replace wiper blades
You have to replace wiper blades more often 
than you might think. Our tests have found 

that even the best-performing wiper blades 
start to lose their effectiveness in as little 
as six months. Streaks or missed expanses 
of glass are sure signs that the blades are 
ready for retirement.

While it’s possible to stretch their life by 
cleaning the rubber edge of the blade 
periodically with a paper towel and glass 
cleaner, it isn’t safe to do that all winter 
long. Instead, get yourself new blades. 
We recommend replacing wiper blades as 
often as twice per year. Most wiper blades 
are easy to install, and some stores, such 
as Advance Auto Parts, will perform the 
replacement work free of charge.

Clear the windows
If you can’t see out the windows, you’re a 
danger to yourself and everyone around. 
Don’t try to use the wipers and those brand-
new wiper blades to remove ice from the 
windshield. Instead, use an ice scraper on 
frosty mornings. If you park outside, place 
the wipers in the raised position when it’s 
going to snow overnight to keep them from 
freezing to the windshield.

With dirt, mud, and salt residue being kicked 
up off the road, it’s likely that you’ll be using 
your windshield washers a lot, so keep your 
windshield-washer reservoir filled with a 
winter-blend washer solution that contains 
an antifreeze agent.



Clean &
Green
If you’re not recycling your paper, glass, and 
cans, start now by calling the city for a free 
recycling bin: 456-3232.  Make sure you 
sign-up for mygrpoints when signing up for 
recycle.

Have an item to recycle but not sure where 
to take it?  Visit www.recyclekent.org for 
locations that accept most household items.

If you wish to reduce the amount of junk mail 
your receive try: www.41pounds.org or 
www.dmachoice.org.
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Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Crime 
Prevention and Safety
-by  Sam Evans
Now that Winter is upon us, we need to be 
aware of some standard restrictions and 
helpful hints to prevent snow blower thefts.
ONce again, the street parking restrictions 
began in Grand Rapids.  Odd-Even and 
same side parking restrictions are in effect 
from 12:01 a.m. on November 1, 2015 until 
11:59 p.m. on April 1, 2016.  

Odd-Even restrictions mean that, on each 
even numbered day, starting at 1 a.m. and 
until 6 p.m., parking is prohibited on the odd 
numbered side of the street.  On each odd 
numbered day, starting at 1 a.m., and until 
6 p.m., parking is prohibited on the even 
numbered side of the street.  This allows 
the Department of Public Services plows 
to maintain a good width of plowing for the 
streets.  Sometimes, if vehicles are parked 
on both sides, the plows cannot get through 
to plow the street.  Each parking violation is 
subject to a $20 fine.  Please comply with 
the signs posted on the street where you are 
parking.

Please make sure that your sidewalks are 
cleared of snow within a 24 hour period of 
the snowfall.  This will help the people that 
walk, run, and use canes or wheel chairs, 
have full access to getting around.  Please 
shovel around fire hydrants, street drains, 
and, if possible, at bus stops.

The Grand Rapids Police Department would 
like to caution residents about the seasonal 
problem of snow blower thefts.  Here in 
Alger Heights it is very minimal, but records 
indicate that 81% of all snow blower thefts 
occurred during the hours of darkness and 
60% were stolen from garages.  In most 
instances, the garages were unlocked and 
the snow blowers unsecured.

The GRPD recommends the following if you 
store your snow blower in your garage: 

1.  Engrave it with your Michigan Driver’s  
license number.
2.  Never leave your equipment unattended 
for even a short period of time.
3.  Secure with a heavy hardened steel 
cable and lock with a hardened steel 

padlock.  The shackle should lock at both the 
heel and toe.
4.  Secure to the wall of the garage or floor 
by use of a proper size eye bolt.
5.  Cover the snow blower- keep it out of 
site.
6.  List the model and serial number of the 
item for future reference.

STRONGLY CONSIDER:

A.  Always locking your garage door.
B.  Install secure locks on your garage door.
C.  Installing security screen at the windows. 
(this is especially important if you store tools, 
lawn mowers, etc. in the garage).

CALL AND REPORT SUSPICIOUS 
ACTIVITY
1.  People walking through the neighborhood 
with snow blowers.
2.  People loading snow blowers into vans or 
trucks.
3.  Strangers up by garages or houses.
4.  People asking to shovel, but who carry no 
shovel or go to just specific houses.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO HAVE A SAFE 
AND SECURE WINTER SEASON.

Handy Numbers
Emergency:  911
Police: Non-emergency - 456-3400
Silent Observer:  774-2345

Handy Websites/Emails
The City of Grand Rapids - www.grcity.us
The Rapid Bus System – www.ridetherapid.org
State of Michigan – www.michigan.gov
Get the Lead Out – www.healthyhomescoalition.org
Heart of West Michigan United Way – www.211.
org or call 211 

What is 311?
311 is the City’s new first stop for all non-
emergency City of Grand Rapids service 
questions, including water service, property 
tax assessments, reports of potholes, the 
Pay as You Throw refuse program and 
hundreds more.  Live assistance : 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m., Monday to Friday.  On-line- visit 
311.grcity.us from your laptop, computer or 
smartphone.

Home Safety
Did you know that the fire department will 
come to your home and do an audit for 
smoke detectors and recommend if you 
need additional or updated detectors?  They 
will also provide new ones and install them 
for free.  Please contact them at 456-3699 
or 311.

Identify every solicitor
“Solicitor” means any person who, while on 
a public street or while in a public place, 
offers for sale, takes orders for or attempts 
to take orders for the retail sale of any 
goods, personal property or whatsoever for 
future delivery, they must have a transient 
license issued by the City of Grand Rapids.  
Most solicitors generally do not get a license 
so they are operating illegally. 

The phrase “transient merchant” shall mean 
any “canvasser”, “peddler”, “solicitor”, or 
“transient vendor”.

City Codes: 7.251 Definitions, 7.252 License 
Required, 7.253 License Applications

Check us out online...

algerheights.org

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY



Alger Park Church
2655 Eastern Avenue SE 
Worship: Sundays 9:30 & 5 p.m.

Blood Drive
Give Blood, Get a Cookie 

February 23 from 2 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Alger Park Church Fellowship Hall

Yarn Donations: If you have new skeins 
of yarn that are sitting around unused, 
Inmates at the Handlon and Bellamy 
Creek prisons near Ionia would love it if
you’d donate that yarn at Alger Park 
Church. These inmates are part of 
the Christian Reformed Church Home 
Missions Celebration Fellowship church 
and make useful baby items with the 
yarn. Call the church office at 452-9686 to 
schedule a drop-off time. Thank you. We’ll 
put that yarn to good use!

News from Alger Park Church

You will be welcomed sincerely as 
together we seek God’s direction for our 
lives. Women’s Bible Study Programs 
for women at Alger Park Church provide 
many opportunities to “Grow in Christ
and Reach out in Love.” Weekly Bible 
studies, service projects, mentoring 
opportunities, small groups, prayer 
support, social activities, and special 
events all combine to make this a 
welcome place for women of all ages
and backgrounds. Email us 
at womensministry@algerparkchurch.org

Check out our Facebook pages: 
mom2mom at Alger Park Church and 
AlgerPark Women’s Ministries or call the 
church office at 616-452-9686

Church and 
School News
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Tabernacle Community Church
2550 Eastern Avenue SE
Worship: 10:00am

Tabitha’s Closet Winter Sale
The next Tabitha’s Closet Sale is on Saturday, 
December 5, 9:00-11:00am. You may drop off 
your donations of clean, gently used clothing 
and shoes of all sizes on Sunday morning 
or during the church’s office hours (Monday-
Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm). Donations may 
be left in the small alcove immediately to the 
right of the Worship Center entrance. We also 
accept books, toys, and small household items 
in good condition.

AWANA (Approved Workman Are Not 
Ashamed) meets every Wednesday from 
6:15pm-8:00pm.  We believe in equipping kids 
for life through Children’s Ministry programs 
focused on evangelism, discipleship and the 
gospel. This is for kids ages preschool (2 
yrs old)-6th grade. You may start at any time 
throughout the school year. To learn more 
about Awana, go to awana.org.

Men & Ladies of Honor is a strategic 
program to train and mentor youth to realize 
their full potential. Youth (6th -12th grade) 
who participate are mentored and trained 
in principles of honor, chivalry, integrity, 
courageous leadership, and moral excellence 
using a three-pronged strategy of camps, 
conferences, and weekly curriculum based 
meetings. Join us every Wednesday night 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm at Alger Middle School 
(921 Alger St. SE).

Seymour Church 
We will be holding our quarterly

Mobile Food Pantry
Saturday, March 5, 2016
Seymour Church
840 Alger Street SE
Registration will begin at noon.

Team SPARK: A support group for 
both patients with Parkinson’s Disease and 
their families meets at Seymour usually on 
the second Sunday of each month from 
3:00pm

The New Momma
Commentary
- by Shannon Bruin 

Sometimes I have to say no. Sometimes 
I stay home alone on Friday night so my 
baby can sleep, and sometimes I refuse 
to shower, because I just don’t have time. 
Sometimes I’m the one with the screaming 
baby in the silent shop, or the one who can’t 
get her stroller or all her bags through the 
aisle without bumping into EVERYTHING 
and EVERYONE. Sometimes my child 
is super sweet and adorable to the core, 
and sometimes he is really cranky and 
into absolutely everything. The neighbors 
sometimes seem to be way better at this 
parenting thing than I am. Their Christmas 
pictures are a little more “matchy” and put 
together, and their children seem better 
scheduled and well-mannered. 

But sometimes…. I feel blessed, and loved, 
and overwhelmed by the gift of motherhood. 
Sometimes I want to stay home and listen to 
him sleep. Sometimes I want to take pictures 
of everything he does and post ALL of them 
on Facebook. Sometimes I don’t care if 
he cries or if he pouts, or just plain drives 
me crazy, because sometimes his love is 
enough. 

Parenting is a change, a transformation; a 
submission of our own will for the well-being 
of another. It can be frightening, challenging, 
and overwhelming. But at the end of the day, 
it’s the greatest gift we can give the world – 
to bring everything we got to this parenting 
thing. So, what do you say? Let’s give up our 
worries and our fears, and enjoy these little 
ones while we have them. 

We got this friends, we got this! 

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...
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There’s always something fun 
and interesting to do at the 

Grand Rapids Public Library.  
For a list of activities, please go 
to page 10 of the Happenings!
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Hey Mom!
Can we go to the
KROC and play?

Grand Rapids Public Museum
My kids love to gaze at the stars of the 
night sky in the Plantarium ($3 extra) and 
stroll the Streets of Old Grand Rapids as 
they explore what life was like in Grand 
Rapids before they were around. There’s 
always something new to see at the GRPM; 
the newest exhibit, Titanic: The Artifact 
Exhibition, opens on February 9th. You need 
timed tickets for the Titanic exhibit but 
can see everything else with your regular 
admission. Your kids will love a ride on the 
big, old carousel--you might even join them!
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Hey Mom!
Check this

out...

Many of us have already had a snow day this year.  We will 
probably have a few more.  If you need some ideas for 
keeping the kids occupied, here is a list of:

Things To Do On A Snow Day
Have a board game marathon! Everybody in the family gets 
to choose a game.Play them in order from youngest to oldest.
Bake cookies. Nothing keeps the house warm and cozy like 
the smell of freshly baked cookies.
Play hide and seek. Don’t ever let your kids run around the 
house? A snow day’s a good day for a hall pass on that.
Have a Skype or Google hangout with family far away. Say 
hi to Grandma!
Try Minute to Win It. Google some easy Minute to Win It 
games and have kids compete.
Do charades. Make easy ones for the littlest kids or create 
teams.
Build a pillow mountain. We take all of the cushions off our 
couches and create a huge pile in the center of our family 
room and let the kids jump, bounce, flop and bury themselves.
Do an indoor scavenger hunt. Make a quick list of items 
your kids can find around the house, print them up, and let 
them go searching!
Tackle a Pinterest craft. It’s been on your board for 
months. Go do it with the kids!
Make silly videos. Let the kids have free reign on your 
iPhone or video camera.
Create a fort. Better yet, do it in front of the tv and your 
kids can watch their movie while they’re in their hideout.
Have a tea party. Gather up everybody’s stuffed animals 
and have a party. Then, have your kids hold the end of a 
blanket and let them bounce their animals on the blanket 

like a trampoline 
(put the tea and 
cookies away 
first).
Play the burrito 
game. Wrap 
up your kid like 
a mummy (or 
a burrito) in a 
blanket. Two 
adults grab each 
end of the blanket 
and swing the kid 
back and forth. 
They love this. For 
real.
Plan a progressive 
party. Each 
person plans 
an activity in a 
different room of the house. It can be coloring, a board 
game, a dance party, whatever. Rotate around to the 
various party stations.
Read a story aloud. My kids are old enough that we can 
take turns reading chapters. 
Play Pictionary. You don’t need the real game – just grab 
some paper and markers!
Have a dance party. Keep your blood moving. Let the 
kids play DJ.
Make a hot cocoa bar: set out different types of hot 
cocoas and fun mix-ins (kids will dunk anything in hot 

cocoa).
These ideas were found on Pinterest, pinned by 
www.kludgymom.com/20-things-to-do-on-a-snow-day

One more idea: Kids want to 
play in the snow, but it’s just 
TOO cold out? Bring snow inside. 

Good idea for those days 
that the kids are begging 
to play in the snow but it’s 
waaay too cold for them!



FUN AT THE LIBRARY
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Events at the Seymour Branch 
Library - 2350 Eastern SE

Pre-Reading Classes for Babies
12:30 pm
Thursdays, January 21 & 28
                   February 11, 18 & 25

Parents and caregivers are invited to 
introduce their babies, birth through 
18 months, to music, movement, 
and language in these 30-minute 
classes designed just for their specific 
developmental stages. Babies will enjoy 
hearing a story and learning songs and 
rhymes. Playtime after enhances the 
development of social skills. Free and 
open to the public.

Pre-Reading Classes for Toddlers
10:30 am
Wednesdays, January 20  & 27
                       February 3, 10, 17 & 24

Parents and caregivers are invited to bring 
their energetic toddlers, ages 18 months 
to 3 years, to 30-minute classes featuring 
hands-on, literacy-rich activities including 
stories, songs with fingerplays and other 
action, and sign language. Toddlers 
will develop pre-reading skills as they 
make connections between words and 
movement and have fun with related crafts 
and socialize during playtime. Free and 
open to the public.

EatPlayGrow
Saturday, January 23 

EatPlayGrow combines the latest science 
and research to teach children ages 2-5 
and their parents how to make healthy 
nutrition and physical activity choices. 
Join GRPL and Cherry Health Services 
for interactive and engaging lessons that 
incorporate art-making, storytelling, music 

and movement activities into fun, hands-on 
educational lessons about the importance 
of making positive choices in areas that 
most affect health: nutrition, physical 
activity, and sleep. January’s theme is 
Healthy Beverages.

Winter Reading Challenge
December 12, 2015 – February 29, 2016
All GRPL Locations

The weather outside is frightful, which 
makes it the perfect time to settle in with a 
good book. Sign up for the Winter Reading 
Challenge, select the number of books you 
are going to challenge yourself to read or 
listen to before the end of February, and 
win prizes! Want a bigger challenge? Take 
the snowflake reading challenge! Great for 
the whole family! So what’s your number?

One Book, One City for Kids
January – March, 2016
All library locations

One Book, One City for Kids is an annual 
reading program that encourages all 5th 
graders in the city to read and discuss 
the same book. The program also strives 
to encourage a lifelong love of reading 
among students, to inspire readers to bring 
story ideas and themes to life through 
discussion, and to build collaborative ties 
between public libraries, school libraries, 
and area schools. This year the entire city 
will be reading Esperanza Rising by Pam 
Muñoz Ryan.

Speak to a Geek: One-on-One Computer 
Classes
Times and locations vary

Are your relatives tired of you asking for 
computer help? Are you hoping to boost 
your resume with new computer skills? The 
library offers classes in: Basic Computers, 
Basic Internet, Email, Word Processing, 

Spreadsheets, Ebooks, and Library 
Resources. From getting acquainted 
with your computer or device, to training 
is spreadsheets, or internet navigation, 
we can help. Call one of our 7 branches 
to schedule a time or stop by one of our 
walk-in classes at the Main Library. Call 
616-988-5400 to sign up.

Other GRPL Events

History Detectives: Sleuthing for Local 
History
9:30 am – 4:00 pm
Saturday, January 23, 2016
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

A day-long event made up of six programs 
exploring various aspects of Grand Rapids 
history. Presented by area historians 
and members of historical and cultural 
organizations, topics are varied and reflect 
the unique heritage of West Michigan. 

Topics include: 

Kindergarten and “Radical” Women in 
1890s Grand Rapids (Scott Bultman)

When “Everyone Knew Everyone:
“Forming a Latino Community in Mid-
Century West Michigan (Delia Fernandez)

Retail Icons: Shopping Downtown in 
1950s Grand Rapids (Michael Hauser)

New-Car Smell: Nostalgia and the 
Story of Grand Rapids Car Dealerships 
(Thomas R. Wilson)

Modern Design Leader: The Story 
Behind Herman Miller (Amy Auscherman)

The Intoxicating History of River City 
Brewing (Pat Evans)

All events are free and open to the public. 
A boxed lunch is available for purchase. 
Email rsvp@grpl.org to purchase a lunch.

Taste of Soul Sunday
1:00 – 4:30 pm
Sunday, February 21, 2016
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

Join us as we celebrate African 
American history and culture at Taste 
of Soul Sunday. Sample African 
American art, music, literature, history, 
and food. Performances by Sweet 
Willie Singleton, Nola Ade, In the 
Tradition, Asamu Johnson and Fable 
the Poet. Free food samples provided 
by: Malamiah Juice Bar, Tadow! BBQ, 
Daddy Pete’s and LINC Up Soul Food 
Cafe. Free and open to the public. Call 
616-988-5400 or visit www.grpl.org for 
more information.



Neighborhood Glows for Holidays
-by Jenn Reidsma
On Tuesday, December 22 luminaries lined the streets in the Alger Heights 
Business District to celebrate the holiday season. Approximately 300 
luminaries lined Alger and Eastern highlighting ‘downtown’ Alger Heights. A 
small group of neighbors answered the call to help and this event would not 
have been possible without their participation! On the night of December 22 
we had approximately 15 neighbors (including 4 kids) who came out to help 
with the set-up, placement and lighting of the luminaries. The luminaries 
burned late into the night and volunteers came back again on Wednesday 
morning to clean-up. Thank you to all that helped make the luminaries 
possible and we look forward to making it bigger and better in the coming 
year. 

If you have interest in participating in small events and project throughout 
the neighborhood please contact me at jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org or 
at 988-9268 ext 205.
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Jerry Montague: President, newsletter
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2017
Rick Savino: Vice President
550-1450   ricksavino@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block captain 
coordinator, Welcome bag, Mobile patrol
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2018
Carissa Bakker:
307-5683   carissabakker89@gmail.com
Term ends 2017

AHNA Board of Directors: 2015 - 2016

Nick Bakker:
307-6136   nbakker17@gmail.com
Term ends 2016
Jon Hall:
560-8556   cnw8835@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Josh Schroyer:
292-2801   jsschroyer@gmail.com
Term ends 2018 
Artie Lindsay:
881-3849   alindsay38@gmail.com
Term ends 2018 

AHNA board meetings are on the second Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 pm, at Seymour Church (840 Alger SE – use south entrance, the 
building is handicap accessible).  Anyone is welcome to attend to see what we do and bring any questions or concerns to the board.  We 
cordially invite you to attend.  In May, we meet for the Annual Meeting.

Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2018
Maia Sieplinga:
304-5952   maia_sieplinga@usc.salvationary.org
Term ends 2018
Shannon Bruin:
893-8025   shannonmurphy11@gmail.com
Term ends 2017
Tyler Bekius:
502-4556   tyler.bekius@gmail.com
Term ends 2018

Check us out online...

algerheights.org
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Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association Block Connectors
-by Sam Evans
The general requirements for a block connector are to be friendly, 
welcome new neighbors, distribute newsletters and flyers and be the 
eyes and ears for your block.  We give you training, materials, and 
assistance that will be helpful for you in the unique role for your block.  
We will also work beside you for introductions.

We are still in need of block connectors for the following blocks:  
Alto, Belfast (2 Block Captains (Alger-Nevada) (Nevada-Walsh), 
Deming (Eastern-Union), Jennings (Kalamazoo-Oakfield), Louise 
(Kalamazoo-Oakfield),Merritt (Eastern-Blaine),  (Kalamazoo-Burton, 
Nelson Apartments (2 Block Captains), Eastern (Everglade-Mulford), 
Alger (2 Block Captains) (Kalamazoo-Eastern), Joslin (Eastern-
Blaine), Edna (Additional Block Captains needed).

If you are interested, or would like to know more about it, please 
contact Sam Evans, 540-2107 or massnave1@att.net.

If you are new to the area, we invite you to contact Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association.  We have welcome packets available.  We 
make every effort to deliver these to our new neighbors, but we realize 
that some may be missed.  If you would like a welcome packet please 
contact Sam Evans at massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

New to the
Neighborhood?

Curb Cut Rain 
Garden Completed 
Plaster Creek Stewards 
joined others in adding 
plants to our new curb cut 
rain garden this fall. The 
rain garden will lessen the 
impact of runoff rainwater 
into Plaster Creek. Thanks, 
team. It will make a big 
difference in the spring 
as snow melt flows to the 
creek.

Plaster Creek Clean-up
Take part in a 
neighborhood effort to help 
clean up Plaster Creek. To 
volunteer for springtime 
dates contact Don VandenBerg: don48van@gmail.com.



Worth 
Considering

Community
Coordinator
Update
- by Jenn Reidsma

Willing to share? Join the 
Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Resource Loan Catalog!

Do you have a snow-blower, a 10-
foot ladder, or even a 6-foot table 
that you would be willing to loan to 
your neighbors? Not everyone in the 
neighborhood can afford to buy, or 
has room to store the many items that 
are required to take care of an older 
home or host a graduation party. Some 
neighbors have expressed interest in 
having a central location for items that 
are available for loan. In an effort to 
fulfill that wish, I will be collecting a list 
of resources that are available for loan 
within the Alger Heights neighborhood 
but I need your help. What do you own 
that you are willing to loan out to your 
neighbors? To add your resources 
to the catalog and to get the sharing 
started, please contact me at jenn@
tabernaclecommunity.org or 988-9268 
ext 205. 
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The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Alger  Heights Neighborhood 
Association Dues
-by Sam Evans

Enclosed in this Winter Newsletter is our 
annual dues envelope for you to submit.
The dues are as follows:
Senior - $10.00
Family - $20.00
Business - $25.00.

We are also pleased to announce 
that you can now pay pay your 
dues online with your credit card 
thru PayPal at algerheights.org.
Why should you support AHNA with 
a donation?  We encourage neighbor 
participation and community involvement.  
We are strictly a volunteer board and do 
not receive any funds that are donated, 
100% of our funds go directly back into the 
neighborhood to support the newsletter 
printing, flyers, activities, and 
Community events.  The neighborhood has 
stated they wanted more activities and we 
will need funds for those additional events.

These are some of the current yearly 
events: Annual Meeting, Annual Garage 
Sales, Annual Trash Day and Neighborhood 
Clean-up, Neighborhood Parks Clean-up, 
Volunteers that help with snow-blowing 
and grass cutting, National Night Out.  All 
of these events cost money to have and 
at everyone of them we do not charge for 
participation for those attending.

Thank-you to all of those that have given in 
the past.  Let’s make this the best year yet 
for donating.  Your contribution would be 
greatly appreciated.

You can advertise your business or home 
business in the Alger Heights newsletter.  
The newsletter is distributed to over 1900 
homes and businesses in Alger Heights.  

The rates are very reasonable:

Business Card size:  $25.00

Double Business Card 
size:  $40.00

1/4 Page size:  $75.00

1/2 Page size:  $140.00

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

Advertising in the 
AHNA newsletter

A Walk Down Memory Lane
On Thursday, November 5 from 6-8pm 
approximately 50 current and former 
neighbors gathered at Seymour Church 
to take a walk down memory lane. Folks 
were able to browse old photos of the 
business district, area churches and homes 
and Seymour Library. Refreshments were 
enjoyed by all. Two speakers shared their 
expertise on the history of Garfield Park and 
Plaster Creek. Thank you to the planning 
team for helping make the evening possible.

Planning team: Karen and Rodger Drooger, 
Wendy Huizenga, Sharon Apol and Katrina 
Rookus



Hawkins & Company CPA has been serving the Alger Heights 
community since 1989.  At Hawkins & Company CPA, we are 
dedicated to quality service.  We put you first.  Our firm supports 
each client’s unique and individual needs, for today as well as for 
the future. We are competent and committed to your business 
needs.  From accounting and bookkeeping services to tax return 
preparation and planning we provide professional, personalized 
service with attention to detail.  Your financial needs are important 
to us.  We look forward to providing you the following services. 

Tax Planning and Preparation
We will prepare your income tax returns properly. Throughout 
the year we monitor tax law revisions and discuss with you those 
changes that affect you. We will recommend tax-saving strategies 
and serve as your advocate in tax matters.
Compilation, Review and Audit Services
If you need financial statements, we can prepare compiled, 
reviewed or audited statements. Equally important to the 
preparation of these statements is the assistance we can give 
you in utilizing the statements to manage your business more 
effectively and profitably.

Business Solutions
If you are starting a business, we can assist you in selecting the 
proper organizational structure. We will work with you and your 
other advisors to provide solutions to your business needs. We 
can provide assistance with loan applications, pricing, credit 
policies, cash flow, cost controls, and other business needs.

Bookkeeping and Payroll
If you’re in business and need bookkeeping and accounting 
systems, we can design an accounting system to fit your 
needs.  We can prepare or assist you in all areas of your payroll 
processing.

Located at 824 Burton Street SE, we can be reached at 616 241-
1110 or our website www.hawkinscpa.net.  Our business hours 
are: Monday thru Friday 8AM to 5PM or by appointment.
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Pet friendly 
neighborhood
Unless your dog 
can do this... It’s 
your responsibility.  
Be kind and clean 
up after your pet.

Check us out online...

algerheights.org



The Importance of Estate Planning for Young Families
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- by Bryan D. Reeder

Many young families put off estate planning.  
They may say they are too young, cannot afford 
it, or simply do not want to think about what 
could happen in the event of their death or 
incapacity.  However, planning for the possibility 
is being responsible.

A proper estate plan for a young family should 
include a Durable Power of Attorney for financial 
matters and a Designation of Patient Advocate 
for medical decision-making.  In addition, it 
should include a Will and possibly a Trust.  
These documents enable you to designate 
someone to manage your estate, a Guardian 
and Conservator for the care and custody of your 
minor children, and how, when, and to whom 
your assets will be distributed when you are 
gone.

1. Planning for Incapacitation
During your lifetime, one or both parents 
may be incapacitated due to injury or illness.  
Accordingly, both parents need a Designation 
of Patient Advocate for health care decisions 
naming their spouse and an alternate person to 
make medical decisions for them if they cannot.  
In addition, both parents need a Durable Power 
of Attorney for financial matters designating their 
spouse and an alternate to have authority over 
your financial affairs if you are unable to tend to 
them.

Without these two documents, your family must 
ask the Probate Court to name a Guardian and 
Conservator to oversee your care and custody.  
These proceedings take time and can cost your 

family a significant amount of legal fees and 
court costs. 

2. Providing Instructions for Distribution of 
Your Assets
Most married couples want their assets to go 
to the surviving spouse if one of them dies.  If 
both parents die and the children are young, 
they want their assets to be used to care 
for their children.  Some assets will transfer 
automatically to your surviving spouse via 
beneficiary designations and the manner in 
which your assets are titled.  However, an estate 
plan is needed in the event this spouse becomes 
incapacitated or dies so that the assets can be 
used to provide for the children.

3. Naming a Personal Representative for Your 
Estate
Upon death, the Personal Representative 
nominated in your Will will be responsible for 
handling your final financial affairs—locating and 
valuing assets, paying bills, distributing assets, 
hiring an attorney and other advisors—so it 
should be someone you know who is trustworthy 
and willing and able to carry out your wishes.

4. Naming a Conservator to Manage Your 
Minor Children’s Inheritance
If you do not nominate a Conservator in your 
estate plan for your minor children, the court 
will appoint someone to oversee your their 
inheritance.  These proceedings are expensive 
and will be paid from their inheritance.  Also, 
without planning, your children are likely to 
receive their inheritance (in equal shares) 

when they turn 18 years old, as opposed to 
a distribution when they are older and more 
responsible.  You can avoid these issues by 
establishing a Trust for their inheritance, which 
lets you accomplish your goals and select 
someone you know and trust to manage it.

5. Naming a Guardian for Minor Children
Upon the death of one parent, the other parent 
is likely to continue raising the children (unless 
he or she is physically or emotionally unable to 
do so).  However, the tough question is:  who 
will raise them if something happens to both of 
you?  It is often the most difficult decision for 
parents, but the most crucial.  If you fail to name 
a Guardian, the court will appoint someone 
without knowing your wishes, your children, or 
your family members.

6. Putting Your Plan in Place
Estate planning requires you to think about 
family relationships and make important 
decisions that effect your family’s future.  An 
estate planning attorney will be able to help you 
through this process, provide valuable guidance 
and ensure your plan will do what you want when 
needed.  If finances are tight, as is common for 
young families, you should start with the most 
essential legal documents, and then expand your 
plan as your financial situation improves. 
The most important thing is do not put off 
preparing your estate plan.  Once your plan is 
in place, you will have peace of mind that your 
family will be protected if something should 
happen to you.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Restaurants, Grocery & Meat Market, Pet Grooming, Shoe Repair, Hair cuts 
& styling, Banks, Hardware & Rentals, and more! For a complete list of local 
businesses in the Alger Heights area, check out the Alger Heights web page: 
www.algerheights.org


