
Heights has a great group of business people 
waiting to meet your needs - Alger Hardware 
has what you need for yard cleanup; Ken’s 
has pumpkins to carve; Sweet Mellisa’s has 
goodies for your parties.  There’s also lots 
of places to eat if you’re too tired to cook!  
Greet your neighbors warmly, wave to your 
friends, and enjoy Livin’ Life in the Heights.

Jerry Montague
AHNA President

the Heights, Dumpster Day, Garage Sales, 
National Night Out, and quite a few Block 
Parties.  Now it’s October and we’re looking 
forward to the annual 5K/10K race, later 
this month, that let’s us know Halloween 
is right around the corner.  Then, it’s on to 
Grandma’s house for a Thanksgiving feast 
and Christmas.  As you move into fall, and 
the holiday season, remember the fun of 
this summer and time outdoors enjoying 
our neighborhood.  As a reminder, Alger 
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President’s 
Notes...

In This Issue...

Where did my summer go?  Have you found 
yourself asking that question yet?  Alger 
Heights had a busy summer with Celebrate 

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Saturday, October 25, 2014  |  5K and 10K Start: 9:00 am  |  Kids’ Fun Run Start: 9:45 am

• Register to race
• Sign up to volunteer
• Got questions?
Visit www.alger5k.com

ALGER HEIGHTS HALLOWEEN 5/10K RACE

The 6th annual AH5K Halloween race is 
rapidly approaching.  The Saturday, October 
25th, race is a certifi ed and offi cially timed 
event in which participants run through the 
Alger Heights streets in their Halloween 
costumes.

We have the same course as last year for 
the 5K and a double loop of the 5K course 
for our 10K.  Once again, we will have the 
5K race, 10K race, 5K walk, and a Kids fun 
run at Alger Middle School track.  A map of 
the course is available on our alger5K.com 
website.  The proceeds from this year’s race 
will benefi t Family Promise and the Alger 
Heights Neighborhood Association.  Family 
Promise is an organization that assists 
families in transition and helps them reach 
the goal of moving from a shelter to their 
own home.

We are asking the neighbors living along 
the course route to decorate their homes 
for Halloween; the best decorated home 
will win a $100 prize.  Let’s all dress up in 
our costumes and line the streets and cheer 
the runners and walkers.  The race start and 
fi nish, and the Kids Fun Run at Alger Middle 
School, will be decorated as well.  So, come 
on out and take part in the cheering and 
festive atmosphere.  We are looking forward 
to seeing everyone in their costumes; at the 
race and in the neighborhood streets.



through the GR YMCA and the Kellogg 
Foundation, as the class has reached 80+ 
people.

Anyone is welcome to attend a Zumba 
class at Alger Middle School! Zumba is a 
mix of Latin and world rhythms, probably 
very different from what you are typically 
dancing to. Zumba combines aerobic fitness 
and dance for the ultimate party and fitness 
experience. Alger Zumba attendees range in 
age from teens to older adults in their 70’s! 
Some of our most fun attendees are 60+!! To 
attend, we recommend that you arrive 10-15 
minutes early to register, as well as find a 
spot. Because there are so many attendees, 
it’s important that you arrive early. No dancing 
experience is required. You just have to want 
to have fun!!Please wear athletic or loose 
attire, and proper gym shoes. Bringing water 
is recommended. In addition, the music 
volume is typically loud, so if you are sensitive 
to sound, it is recommended that you stand 
toward the back of the gymnasium.

IMPORTANT: When GRPS afterschool events 
are cancelled due to weather, Alger Zumba 
will be cancelled as well. In the event of a 
tornado watch, Zumba will resume. In the 
event of a tornado warning, Zumba will be 
cancelled. During all GRPS scheduled breaks 
(such as winter break, etc.), Alger Zumba will 
be cancelled.

We hope to see you soon!! Come party with 
the Alger Zumba Squad!!!!

About Zumba Instructor:  Amber Mayfield: 
Amber was born and raised in Grand Rapids, 
MI, and began teaching fitness classes 
in 2006. Amber currently teaches Zumba 
Fitness, and SoulfulMOTION, which is a 
fitness class that is choreographed to gospel 
and Christian music. Amber has experience 
teaching all types of fitness classes including 
step aerobics, TurboKick, and bootcamp 
style classes. Amber is a speech language 
pathologist during the day, and enjoys 
spending time with her husband and two 
boys, as well as enjoying good food!

About the Zumba Fitness class at Alger 
Middle School: Amber initially started 
a Zumba fitness class, on her own at 
Alger Middle School in 2012. The Alger 
Neighborhood loved the class, however, 
as the school year came to a close, so did 
Zumba at Alger. In 2013, Amber was given 
the opportunity to work for the GR YMCA. 
It was then that Amber requested to have 
a Zumba class at Alger Middle School, as 
the location is perfect for the neighborhood to 
come and enjoy a free class!! Zumba at Alger 
Middle School started in the Fall of 2013 by 
a grant from the Kellogg Foundation, and 
has been going strong since! Alger Zumba 
is currently the largest outreach program 

Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Crime 
Watch and Safety
-by  Sam Evans
Now that Fall is upon us, we need to be alert 
as we will be outside more getting the leaves 
raked, grass trimmed, and getting ready for 
the “W” word (winter).

Please do not leave your equipment outside 
for a few minutes if you run inside.  The leaf 
blower/vac, lawnmower, ladders, and other 
equipment are easy access to someone 
driving by in a vehicle to grab and take off 
with.  When your tasks are done for the 
day, please make sure that all items are 
inside your garage, or shed, and locked up.  
Please, write down the serial numbers of 
your garage items (and also take a pictures 
of them) and place that informaton in a 
drawer or file for easy access should they be 
taken. 

Remember to keep your front and side 
lights on from dusk till dawn.  Lock you 
vehicles and take all valuables inside 
your home when you lock your vehicle.

Soliciting

A “Solicitor” is any person who, while on 
a public street or while in a public place, 
offers for sale, takes orders for or attempts 
to take orders for the retail sale of any 
goods, personal property or whatsoever 
for future delivery.  Any “solicitor” must 
have a transient license issued by the City 
of Grand Rapids - Ask to see this license!  
Most solicitors generally do not get a 
license so they are operating illegally.  The 
phrase “transient merchant” shall mean 
any “canvasser”, “peddler”, “solicitor”, or 
“transient vendor”.
City Codes: 7.251 Definitions, 7.252 License 
Required, 7.253 License Applications

Handy Numbers
Emergency:  911
Police: Non-emergency - 456-3400
Silent Observer:  774-2345
Handy Websites/Emails

The City of Grand Rapids -
www.grcity.us
The Rapid Bus System –
www.ridetherapid.org
State of Michigan –
www.michigan.gov
Get the Lead Out –
www.healthyhomescoalition.org
Heart of West Michigan United Way – 
www.211.org or call 211 

What is 311?

The City implemented the 311 service on 
October 1, 2014.  311 is the City’s new 
first stop for all non-emergency City of 
Grand Rapids service questions, including 
water service, property tax assessments, 
reports of potholes, the Pay as You Throw 
refuse program and hundreds more.  Live 
assistance : 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday to 
Friday.  On-line- visit 311.grcity.us from your 
laptop, computer or smartphone.

Clean & Green

If you’re not recycling your paper, glass, and 
cans, start now by calling the city for a free 
recycling bin: 456-3232.
Have an item to recycle but not sure where 
to take it?  Visit www.recyclekent.org for 
locations to accept most household items.

If you wish to reduce the amount of junk mail 
your receive try: www.41pounds.org or www.
dmachoice.org.

Tired of telemarketing calls, register your 
phone number at www.donotcall.gov.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Tuesday, November 4, 2014  - Election Day 
– Exercise your right to vote

You can advertise your business or home 
business in the Alger Heights newsletter.  
The newsletter is distributed to over 1900 
homes and businesses in Alger Heights.  
The rates are very reasonable:

Business Card size:  $25.00
Double Business Card size:  $40.00
1/4 Page size:  $75.00

If you are interested, please call Sam Evans 
at 540-2107.

Advertising in the AHNA 
newsletter

If you are new to the area, we invite you 
to contact Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association.  We have welcome packets 
available.  We make every effort to deliver 
these to our new neighbors, but we realize 
that some may be missed.  If you would like a 
welcome packet please contact Sam Evans at 
massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

New to the
Neighborhood?



Real Estate Minute
- by Rick Savino 

If you have been watching signs go up and 
come down in Alger Heights, you know that 
homes continue to sell quickly; if they are 
priced right.
11 Properties sold and closed in August
20 properties are pending (agreement 
between buyer and seller awaits closing)
32 homes currently on the market
47 homes have sold in Alger Heights so far 
this summer (June 23-September9) 

The average price of the sold properties is 
$95,632 
Highest: $133,000
Lowest: $44,000

Keep in mind that this is within Alger Heights’ 
boundaries, not the larger “neighborhood” 
that some may use in their business 
summaries.  To say a home is in Alger 
Heights is a very desirable selling point.

Did you know?
There is a big difference in getting “Pre-
Qualified” and being “Pre-Approved”.

You can be pre qualified by a lender over the 
phone by verbally stating your income.  A 
credit report is run and debt-to-income ratio 
determines if the buyer can get financing.

Pre-approval is the real deal.  You must 
provide the lender documentation such 
as pay stubs, income tax returns, etc.  A 
credit report is pulled and the mortgage 
underwriting system determines pre-
approval amount.

This is a big advantage because a buyer 
knows available mortgage amount.  Pre-
approval makes a better offer because the 
seller knows the buyer can get financing.  
The buyer also knows the price limits for 
their search.  Nothing is worse for a buyer 
than falling in love with a home only to find 
they cannot get the financing to purchase it.  
A licensed Realtor can offer suggestions for 
qualified lenders.  Have the advantage and 
get Pre-Approved!

This year we had a few changes to our 
annual National Night Out, but overall there 
was good participation.  Estimates averaged  
out to around 400 people - this is a good 
turnout.  Of course the most popular of all  
the activities was the Bounce House, petting 
farm and the pony rides. 

It is exciting to see so many neighbors 
gather, even if briefly, and get to know each 
other.  We showed the movie indoors this 
year; it was much nicer to avoid the bugs 
and get started a little earlier.  The turnout for 
the movie was not stellar, but those that did 
participate enjoyed themselves.

Community
Coordinator
Update
- by Jenn Reidsma

Community Game 
Night coming 
back for 2015
Winter is just around the corner and we’ve 
got the perfect way to shake off those winter 
blues!  Join neighbors and friends again this 
winter for a Community Game Night.
The game nights will be held on the 4th 
Friday of the month at 6:30pm from January 
to April (See dates below). Bring the family, 
your favorite board games (some games will 
be provided), and feel free to bring a snack 
for yourself or to share. Minors must be 
accompanied by an adult.
Mark your calendar with these dates:
January 23
February 27
March 27
April 24

Contact Jenn Reidsma with questions and/
or comments at jenn@tabernaclecommunity.
org or 988-9268 ext 205 

Alger Heights 
Business District 
News
- by Nick Bakker
The Alger Heights Business Association is excited 
to welcome the Fall season as we look 
forward to decorating the business district 
with a traditional Fall theme. Work on the 
raised brick planters will continue and is 
expected to be completed early next spring. 
Also, we are working on finding ways to 
improve the business district based on 
the feedback we received from the online 
survey that over 100 Alger Heights’ residents 
completed. We will also continue to work 
with the City of Grand Rapids in finding ways 
to make the business district more visually 
appealing and friendlier to those who enjoy 
walking along the business fronts facing 
Eastern Ave. 

We are also excited to welcome The Old 
Goat to the neighborhood as a family friendly 
restaurant that will be ready to open in early 
2015. The restaurant will host a variety of 
traditional dishes that will be spiced up with 
a unique international flair. It will also host a 
deli for quick sandwiches and salads, and 
also a bar boasting a variety of beers on tap 
and wines to sip. The Old Goat will provide 
residents of Alger Heights with a trendy 
atmosphere and delicious menu that we will 
be proud to share with family and friends.

Thank you,
Nick Bakker
President
Alger Heights Business Association

-by David Thrasher

City Odd-Even 
Parking Rules
The beginning of October unfortunately 
means that snow will soon be flying again. 
Remember that the city’s Odd-Even 
parking Rule goes into effect at 12:01am on 
November 1st and lasts at least until April 
1st on streets that are posted with signs. The 
restrictions are in effect from 1am until 6pm 
every day.

Think ahead, the night before, about where 
you are parking. If the next day is an odd 
numbered day, park on the side of the road 
with odd numbered addresses. If it will be an 
even numbered day, park on the even side. 
Remembering to park like this helps the city 
plow crews keep the roads better cleared for 
everyone to use.

COMING SOON... algerheights.org



SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

Chase Bank – 2430 Eastern SE

We would like to welcome new staff 
members to our Chase Bank.  The new 
manager is Eunice Lopez-Martin and 
her contact information is: Eunice.Lopez-
Martin@chase.com, Phone: 616-771-7013.  
The new personal banker is Chassity C. 
Sutton and her contact information is: 
Chassity.C.Sutton@chase.com.  They both 
have several years of banking experience.  
Stop by and welcome them to the 
neighborhood.

The Old Goat

We would like to welcome a new business, 
The Old Goat, to Alger Heights.  They plan 
to open in the early months of 2015.  The 
new owners are Cory DeMint and Todd 
DeMint. They own the Electric Cheetah 
located in another section of the city.  

The hours of operation are still being 
discussed, but their expected hours will be 
from approximately 11 a.m. to 9 or 10 p.m..
The restaurant will be serving meals, plus 
beer and wine.  They will also have a 
take-out deli in the rear of the building for 
sandwiches, etc.  This is a great addition to 
the neighborhood for some evening dining.  
There are still many details being worked on 
that the neighborhood will greatly appreciate.
Make sure you stop by and welcome them to 
the business district and the neighborhood

Sweet Melissa’s Café
Did you know that Sweet Melissa’s Café won 
the “Peoples Choice Award” for the Grand 
Rapids M-Live “Grandwich” contest.  They 
beat out some very large and long standing 
restaurants.

Stop by and congratulate them and try one of 
their great sandwiches, soup, or desserts.

Worth 
Considering
Parent University 
expands to Online
- by Jan Wilkins
Parent University is joint venture of 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and 
Believe 2 Become. This fall Parent 
University will offer courses on-line 
and in-person classes beginning 
in October. Parent University is for 
ALL parents, regardless of previous 
educational level. Parenting is not easy 
and everyone needs help or advice 
from time to time. You are not alone. 
Parent University help parents become 
better, more effective parents. Classes 
such as Leading Strong Families or 
Uncover Your Child’s Potential have 
already helped dozens of parents 
understand their children better so the 
family can function as a positive unit. 
It also offers classes to help parents 
navigate the educational school system 
by understanding the new attendance 
challenge goal, learning about the 
curriculum, test requirements and how 
to help with homework.

Some of the most attended courses 
are those that help us get and remain 
healthy and well. Our Zumba classes 
at New Hope Baptist and Alger Middle 
are well received and help us all reduce 
stress and get healthy. To continue 
growing personally we also offer 
classes about goal setting, financial 
planning and courses to help obtain 
your GED.

Parents can obtain Power Parent 
Status 1 by taking the Challenge 5 
course either on line or at 6 different 
school locations. A second class 
needs to be taken from the Effective 
Parenting courses while the 3rd class 
can be a Parent University course of 
your choice. The last requirement for 
power parent status 1 is to attend your 
student(s) parent teacher conference. 
We feel this combination of courses 
and teacher communication will get the 
school year off right for both you and 
your student(s). Some of these classes 
will now be offered online. No need for 
childcare or transportation. Check out 
grparentuniversity.org for a full course 
schedule and view online classes. Call 
the Parent Engagement Office if you 
have any questions at 819-1977.

After that, you can work on getting 

Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association Block Captains
-by Sam Evans
We are still in need of Block Captains for 
the following blocks:

Alger (Kalamazoo to Eastern) 2 Needed 
Alto
Belfast (Nevada to Walsh)
Deming (Eastern to Union)
Eastern ( 28th to Mulford) 2 needed
Jennings (Kalamazoo to Oakfield)
Martin (Winchell to Burton)
Merrifield (Eastern To Blaine)
Merritt (Eastern to Blaine)
Nelson Apartments (Griswold to Hoyt) 4 
Needed
Nelson St. (Homes Only) (Kalamazoo to 
Burton)
Ottillia (Blaine to Nelson)
Walsh (Eastern to Blaine) 2 Needed

The general requirements for a Block 
Captain are to be friendly, welcome new 
neighbors, be the eyes and ears of your 
block.  We do give you training and materials 
that will be helpful for you in this fun role for 
your block.  We will also work beside you for 
introductions.

Please contact Sam Evans, if you are 
interested at massnave1@att.net or 616-
540-2107.  

Power Parent status 2 or a parent 
leadership status. Research shows 
that parents that are engaged in the 
education of their students will see 
higher academic scores. There are 
multiple opportunities for parents to 
volunteer at the school or even to be on 
the school’s Parent Teacher Community 
Council (PTCC) and be able to have 
a voice in helping your child’s school 
be even better. Contact your school’s 
principal or parent action leader for more 
information on volunteering or to join the 
PTCC.

Make this year the year you get more 
involved in your child’s education by 
either volunteering, taking a Parent 
University course or by attending all 
parent teacher conferences. Your child 
will benefit and you will too.

Jan Wilkins
Parent Engagement Coordinator

The official AHNA facebook page can be found at:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

COMING SOON... algerheights.org



FUN AT THE LIBRARY

Seymour Branch Library
2350 Eastern SE
Pre-Reading Classes for Babies
Parents and caregivers are invited 
to introduce their babies, birth through 
18 months, to music, movement, 
and language in these 30-minute 
classes designed just for their specific 
developmental stages. Babies will enjoy 
hearing a story and learning songs and 
rhymes. Playtime after enhances the 
development of social skills. Free and 
open to the public.

Wednesdays
October 8, 15, 22, 29 - 10:30 am
Seymour Branch

Wednesdays
November 5, 12, 19, 26 - 10:30 am 
Seymour Branch

Pre-Reading Classes for Kids
Parents and caregivers are invited to 
bring their preschoolers, ages 3 to 5, to 
45-minute classes featuring literacy-rich 
activities such as interactive storytelling 
using puppets, dramatic play, and hands-
on fun. Related songs, fingerplays, and 
activities are interspersed between books. 
Classes end with a fun and creative art 
activity. Free and open to the public.

Thursdays
October 9, 16, 23, 30 - 10:30 am 
Seymour Branch

Thursdays
November 6, 13, 20 - 10:30 am 
Seymour Branch

One on One Computer 
Classes
Wednesdays
October 1 – Thursday, Nov. 13, 2014
All library locations

If you need help navigating the Internet, 
setting up your email, or learning 
computer basics, you can register for a 
free training session with a staff member. 
To register, call 988-5400.

NaNoWriMo Workshop

Want to write a novel in November? 
Join the library for our Young Writer’s 
program. We will help you set up a 
NaNoWriMo goal and discuss how to 
stay motivated throughout the month. 
Teen novelists will enjoy a distraction-
free space to pen their novel. Snack will 
be provided.

Monday
November 24 - 4:30 pm
Seymour Branch

Other GRPL Events
Genealogy Lock-In
Friday - October 17, 2014 - 6:00 pm
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

Come to the Grand Rapids History and 
Special Collections department for a free 
after-hours program just for genealogists! 
Learn how to use the microfilm reader/
scanner/printer, save images, and take 
advantage of free copying and printing 
during the event. Use the time to search 
databases—we will have plenty of 
computers available or bring your own 
laptop and use the library’s WiFi network. 
Bring your genealogy questions or 
Ancestry and Heritage Quest problems—
volunteers will be on hand to assist. 
Network with other genealogists—you 
never know what you might find! 
Registration required: www.grpl.org/
register or call 988-5400.

Resource Roundtable Volunteer Event
Thursday - October 23, 2014 - 10:00 am
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

Join nationally recognized gerontologist, 
author and speaker, Dr. Henry Holstege, 
to learn how you can make a difference 
in your community. Dr. Holstege’s 
inspirational keynote address will be 
followed by a resource roundtable 
session designed to provide you with 
an opportunity for informal sharing and 
discussion with local non-profit agencies 
seeking volunteers. Participating 
agencies will represent a wide range 

of community needs and interests, 
including the environment, education, 
animals, the arts, health care, aging, 
advocacy/assistance, family and children. 
Registration is recommended. Register by 
phone 616-234-3483, or online grcc.edu/
olcregistration.

Let’s Play! Workshops
Let’s Play! is a four-week workshop 
for children 0-5 and their parents or 
caregivers. Let’s Play! teaches the benefits 
of interactive play. Each week an early 
childhood specialist will be available to 
answer questions parents may have about 
their child’s development. Families must 
attend all four sessions. To register, visit 
grpl.org/register.

Thursdays
October 9, 16, 23, 30 - 11:00 am
West Side Branch – 713 Bridge NW

Hidden Gems for Veterans
Thursday - November 6, 2014 - 5:30 pm
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

Join experts from the law firm of Plachta, 
Murphy & Associates, P.C., for a free, no 
obligation, educational presentation on 
“The Hidden Gems for Veterans.” Topics 
include government benefits, disability 
claims and appeals, and veteran health 
benefits. Information on other community 
resources for veterans will also be shared. 
Register at www.grpl.org/register. A light 
supper will be provided. Free and open to 
the public.
Santa’s Workshop
Saturday
November 22, 2014 - 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
(after the Santa Claus Parade)
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

After the Santa Claus Parade, stop by 
the library to warm up with some holiday 
cheer. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be 
stopping by after the parade to meet all the 
good little girls and boys in Grand Rapids. 
Listen to stories with Mrs. Claus while 
you warm up with a cup of hot chocolate. 
Tell Santa what you want for Christmas. 
Holiday crafts and hands-on fun for all 
ages! Free and open to the public.

Sign up for the Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Watch page:  
http://www.facebook.com/

AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch



off at Entrance C, just outside the Worship 
Center. Donations may be dropped off 
on Sundays or during the week, Monday-
Thursday from 9:00am-5:00pm.

Alas Conexion Church
Dear friends:

It is amazing how fast time passes by. 
August of this year marks the 1-year 
anniversary since my family and I 
moved from Arizona. It has been a great 
adventure, and a great privilege as well. 
We have been able to get to know people 
from the community and we have to 
admit, what a welcoming community this 
is. This October also marks our 6-month 
anniversary since we opened Alas 
Conexion Church. We have seen the hand 
of God working in people’s lives and in 
ours as well. Our attendance is still small, 
but people from different backgrounds 
are coming together to get to know other 
people, the church, and God. In our work 
in the neighborhood, we are making 
connections with different institutions to 
be able to serve the community the way 
we feel God is asking us to do so. As part 
of this, we have scheduled a few events 
in the community to get to know it better. 
The following three months will be very 
important to us.

On October 31st, we will, once again, 
have our block party at our parking lot. We 
will be serving hot dogs, have a jumping 
house for the kids, music, entertainment, 
and lots of fun activities. On Thanksgiving 
Day, we will be having a breakfast. The 
idea is to serve people, those who do not 
have family to spend this special day with, 
and those that cannot provide a hot meal 
for themselves and their families. Last year 
on Thanksgiving Day we went downtown 
and picked up about 65 homeless people 
and fed them a hot meal. This is a great 
opportunity to serve our city.

On December14th, we will be having 
our Christmas concert. This is a time of 
reflection and gratitude to our God and 
celebration of the event that changed 
history forever. We invite you to be part of 
any of these events.

For more information, contact me at 616-
214-6001; or like us on facebook.com/
alasconexionchurch to find out more about 
these events. 

Alger Park Church
Annual PUMPKIN FEST 
Friday October 31, 2014   6-8 PM
Alger Park Church
2655 Eastern Ave SE

Children (elementary aged and younger) 
are welcome to come in costume to play 
games and win candy prizes.  A FREE 
hotdog supper will be served.  All children 
MUST be accompanied by an adult.

Questions? Call 452-9686

Alger Park welcomes you to join us 
for Sunday worship any Sunday at 9:30 
AM and 5:00 PM.  Special services in 
the coming months include Thanksgiving 
worship on Nov. 27 at 9:30 AM and 
Christmas Day worship at 9:30 AM.

Church and 
School News

Seymour Church
MI Blood blood drive
Tuesday, November 11
3:00-7:00pm

Thanksgiving Day Worship
Thursday, November 27
10:00am - Everyone Welcome!

Mobile Food Pantry -
Saturday, December 6.
Registration begins at noon.

Tabernacle Community Church
AWANA (Approved Workman Are Not 
Ashamed) meets every Wednesday 
from 6:15pm-8:00pm.  We believe in 
equipping kids for life through Children’s 
Ministry programs focused on evangelism, 
discipleship and the gospel. This is for 
kids ages preschool (2 yrs old)-6th grade. 
You may start at any time throughout the 
school year. To learn more about Awana, 
go to awana.org.

Awana resumes:  Wednesday, October 
1 at 6:15pm in the Worship Center – 1st 

coming to Seymour Church

Official Night of Awana!

Men & Ladies of Honor is a strategic 
program to train and mentor youth 
to realize their full potential. Youth 
(6th -12th grade) who participate are 
mentored and trained in principles of 
honor, chivalry, integrity, courageous 
leadership, and moral excellence using 
a three-pronged strategy of camps, 
conferences, and weekly curriculum based 
meetings. Join us every Wednesday night 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm at Alger Middle 
School (921 Alger St. SE).

Men & Ladies of Honor will resume 
on Wednesday, October 1.

We Serve @ Tabernacle Community Church

Tabernacle Community Church, along with 
Family Promise, invites you to a family 
service project and movie night on Friday, 
November 14, at 6:30pm, at Tabernacle 
Community Church (2550 Eastern). 
Family Promise of Grand Rapids assists 
families who are facing a housing crisis. A 
staff member will be coming to teach kids 
(and their favorite big people) about the 
realities of child and family homelessness 
in Grand Rapids at 6:30pm. After the age-
appropriate presentation, families can put 
their concern into action by assembling 
Cozy Totes that will be gifted to families 
when they move into their new homes.
Tabernacle Community Church will be 
collecting Cozy Tote supplies starting in 
October and leading up to the presentation. 
Our goal is to create 10 complete Cozy 
Totes. Donations can be dropped off at 
TCC in the laundry basket right outside the 
Worship Center.
Cozy Tote Supplies:
• Laundry basket
• Nighttime book
• Fuzzy socks, regular socks
• Slippers
• Plain t-shirts and pajamas
• Pillows
• Teddy bear
• Night light
• Hot cocoa mix, tea, or coffee
After the Cozy Totes are packed up, 
families will enjoy a viewing of ‘Rio 2’ 
complete with free popcorn. Bring your own 
pillow and blankies and get cozy with us!

Tabitha’s Closet Giveaway
Tell your neighbors, co-workers, and 
friends and mark your own calendar for 
Tabitha’s Closet Clothing giveaway that 
will take place on Saturday, December 
6th, from 9:00am-11:00am in the Worship 
Center. The giveaway is open to the public 
and only costs .25 cents per bag. 

You may also donate your new or gently 
used clothes of all sizes. Drop all donations 

GRPS - Challenge 5 - Strive for 
less than five absences
Challenge 5 is the Grand Rapids Public 
Schools attendance challenge for the 
2014-2015 school year. Every day 
students miss school, whether excused 
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or unexcused, they miss opportunities to 
learn, which limits their success. So this 
year, strive for less than five.

Research shows that there is a direct 
correlation between good attendance 
and a student’s academic success. 
Unfortunately, the reality is that far too 
many of our students are chronically 
absent – missing 18 days of school or 
more. 

Schools will be taking a close look at 
each student’s absence this year and 
encouraging parents to help their students 
reach satisfactory attendance status. 
Students with perfect, improved or near 
perfect attendance will be celebrated 
monthly at the schools. 

Good attendance and work habits can 
be established already in Kindergarten. 
Chronic absences in the early grades can 
affect all students when teachers must 
spend time reviewing concepts for children 
who missed lessons in the first place. 
Chronic absences can serve as an early 
warning signal that a child or a school is 
headed off track.

Younger children are not responsible for 
their attendance since they don’t usually 
stay home without parent’s knowledge. 
Therefore it is important that parents 
address the attendance issue early on so 
the child knows that education and getting 
to school every day is important to their 
parents and to their academic success at 
school and in life.

So this year, Strive for Less Than Five 

Jan Wilkins
Parent Engagement Coordinator
Grand Rapids Public Schools

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...



Jerry Montague: President, newsletter
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2017
Rick Savino: Vice President
550-1450   ricksavino@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Regina Wright: Secretary
446-2700   wrightra10@gmail.com
Term ends 2016
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block captain 
coordinator, Welcome bag, Mobile patrol
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2015
Carissa Bakker:
520-360-6480   carissabakker89@gmail.com
Term ends 2017
Nick Bakker:
307-6136   nbakker17@gmail.com
Term ends 2016
Jon Hall:
560-8556   cnw8835@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016

AHNA Board of Directors: 2014 - 2015

Prentice Naves:
666-9367   prentissnaves@yahoo.com
Term ends 2015 
Artie Lindsay:
881-3849   alinsay38@gmail.com
Term ends 2015 
Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2015
Matt Howard:
644-8193   matthew.j.howard@chase.com
Term ends 2015
Shannon Bruin:
893-8025   shannonmurphy11@gmail.com
Term ends 2017
Ginny Hartger:
245-9832   ghartger@juno.com
ginny@seymourchurch.org
Jenn Reidsma:
822-2027   jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org   

AHNA board meetings are on the second Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 pm, at Seymour 
Church (840 Alger SE – use south entrance, the building is handicap accessible).  Anyone 
is welcome to attend to see what we do and bring any questions or concerns to the board.  
We cordially invite you to attend.  In May, we meet for the Annual Meeting.

Alger  Heights Neighborhood 
Association Dues
-by Sam Evans
Don’t forget to send in your Association 
dues.  These dues cover the expenses 
for our quarterly newsletter, neighborhood 
activities (garage sales, dumpster day, 
flower contest, National Night Out, 
Christmas lights contest, and flyers.  As 
you well know in attending any of our 
activities we do not charge for anything for 
participation.  We are utilizing our face book 
pages but not everyone has a face book 
account or a computer.  All Newsletters 
are delivered in person either by a block 
captain or a board member.

Our board is an all volunteer board with no 
salaries as we all have a passion to help 
make it the best and safest neighborhood 
in the city.

Our dues are as follows: Seniors ($10.00), 
Household ($20.00), and Business ($25.00). 

If you have not already sent your dues in, 
please consider to send them in to help us 
with our activities and functions and fighting 
crime in the neighborhood.

Please make your checks out to AHNA and 
mail to PO BOX 7809, Grand Rapids, MI,  
49507. COMING SOON... algerheights.org



AHBA sees Virtual High 
School as a positive impact
- by Nick Bakker
“We are very impressed by the positive 
impact that has been shared with us from 
other business owners and community 
organizations who have implemented the 
development of a drop-in center for West 
Michigan Virtual students. We are excited 
for the opportunity that the drop-in center 
will provide to the families of Alger Heights 
and we are also looking forward to the 
positive impact it will have by providing long-
term stability to the business district of Alger 
Heights.” –Nick Bakker, President of the 
Alger Heights Business Association

Alger Heights Community 
Neighborhood High School 
Coming Soon
- by Dallas Bell
I am excited to share with you an 
opportunity for our communities’ kids to 
earn their high school diploma in a small 
community college type environment right in 
our Alger Heights neighborhood.
We provide a virtually blended learning 
drop-in center, so students can learn at their 
own pace from home (using the laptops 
and wireless internet units we provide), 
and come in to the center for support from 
certified highly qualified teachers when 
needed.  We are a public school so there is 
no cost for computers or tutoring.
Many home school families choose us 
because we pay for college classes at 
Cornerstone, Grace, GRCC, and others for 
our students in 9th -12th grade.  Parents 
can still guide their child’s studies at home 
and use us for support on Algebra II or other 
difficult classes.  Parents who are looking for 
a small, safe environment to send their high 
school age students also choose us as we 
only have about 10-15 students in the center 
at a time.
After meeting with both the Neighborhood 
Association and the Business Association I 
can’t think of a better community to serve.  
Thanks again for your warm welcome and 
if you have any questions please feel free 
to call me or go to our website at www.
westmichiganvirtual.org.   Thank you- Dallas 
Bell 616-232-3322

What’s Smarter -- Paying 
Off Debts or Investing?
 
It probably doesn’t happen as much as 
you’d like, but from time to time, you have 
some extra disposable income. When this 
happens, how should you use the funds? 
Assuming you have adequate emergency 
savings — typically, three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses — should you 
pay off debts, or fund your IRA or another 
investment account?

There’s no one “correct” answer — and 
the priority of these options may change, 
depending on your financial goals. However, 
your first step may be to consider what type 
of debt you’re thinking of paying down with 
your extra money. For example, if you have 
a consumer loan that charges a high rate of 
interest — and you can’t deduct the interest 
payments from your taxes — you might 
conclude that it’s a good idea to get rid of 
this loan as quickly as possible.

Still, if the loan is relatively small, and the 
payments aren’t really impinging on your 
monthly cash flow that much, you might 
want to consider putting any extra money 
you have into an investment that has the 
potential to offer longer-term benefits. For 
instance, you might decide to fully fund your 
IRA for the year before tackling minor debts. 
(In 2014, you can contribute up to $5,500 to 
a traditional or Roth IRA, or $6,500 if you’re 
50 or older.)

Scott P.
McPheeters,
AAMS

Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

When it comes to making extra mortgage 
payments, however, the picture is more 
complicated. In the first place, mortgage 
interest is typically tax deductible, which 
makes your loan less “expensive.” Even 
beyond the issue of deductibility, you may 
instinctively feel that it’s best to whittle away 
your mortgage and build as much equity as 
possible in your home. But is that always a 
smart move?

Increasing your home equity is a goal of many 
homeowners — after all, the more equity you 
have in your home, the more cash you’ll get 
when you sell it. Yet, if your home’s value rises 
— which, admittedly, doesn’t always happen 
— you will still, in effect, be building equity 
without having to divert funds that could be 
placed elsewhere, such as in an investment. 
In this situation, it’s important to weigh your 
options. Do you want to lower your mortgage 
debts and possibly save on cumulative interest 
expenses? Or would you be better served 
to invest that money for potential growth or 
interest payments?

Here’s an additional consideration: If you tied 
up most of your money in home equity, you 
may well lose some flexibility and liquidity. If 
you were to fall ill or lose your job, could you 
get money out of your home if your emergency 
savings fund fell short? Possibly, in the form 
of a home equity line of credit or a second 
mortgage, but if you were not bringing in any 
income, a bank might not even approve such 
a loan — no matter how much equity you have 
in your house. You may more easily be able to 
sell stocks, bonds or other investment vehicles 
to gain access to needed cash.

Getting some extra money once in a while is 
a nice problem to have. Still, you won’t want 
to waste the opportunity — so, when choosing 
to pay down debts or put the money into 
investments, think carefully. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.

Volunteers Needed 
for Tax Preparation
A partnership has been formed between 
Garfield Park Neighborhood Association 
and the Alger Heights Collaborative. The 
partnership will bring a Kent County Tax 
Credit Coalition Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) site to the Garfield Park 
and Alger Heights neighborhoods to help 
residents file for the Earned Income Tax 
Credit.  Free tax preparation services will be 
offered to low - moderate income earners.  

We are currently seeking volunteers to 
assist in the preparation of tax returns.  Time 
commitments for volunteers are one 3-hour 

afternoon or evening shift per week for a 
10-week commitment. The VITA site will be 
open on Thursdays 3-9pm, from February to 
April at Seymour CRC (840 Alger).  Volunteers 
will need to attend one 8-hour training in 
December or January to become certified. 

Please contact Fran Dalton of the Garfield 
Park Neighborhood Association at 616-241-
2443 or email at fdalton@gpnagr.org with 
questions or to sign up.
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71 Years of Memories
-by  Judith Crowley Nellis
When my parents built a house on Edna Street, there was no 
Alger Heights. Our center of shopping and fun experience was at 
Seymour Square.  M-11, 28th Street, was known as Laraway Lane. 
House doors were never locked and car keys were left in the ignition 
so they wouldn’t be lost. There were few street lights to hinder our 
night time view of falling stars. Hot summer nights we went for ice 
cream cones and a drive past the storybook house on the corner of 
Walsh and Brooklyn.  There is a creek running through the yard and 
was a wonderful willow and bridge leading to the door.  Alas, the 
walking bridge and willow tree are gone.  I live on Walsh now and 
still love that special house.  Alger School kindergarten with Mrs. 
Van Houten was a joy.  The school had a huge veranda, a piano, a 
pool for fish, and a fireplace.  Don’t forget the cloak room.  My wish 
for you and yours is to know the joy and peace of our childhood 
neighborhood.

Alger Heights is named after Russell A. Alger and was founded in 
1942.



A T T E N T I O N  A L G E R  H E I G H T S 
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

     RETIREMENT, COLLEGE SAVINGS OR LIFE INSURANCE ? 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ANY OF YOUR ALGER HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS 
 WHO ARE ALSO FINANCIAL ADVISORS WITH WADDELL & REED 

Nicholas Bakker 
Direct Line: 616-855-8651  

Email: nbakker@wradvisors.com 

Aaron DeVos, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8647  

Email: devos@wradvisors.com 

Kevin Gardenier, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8649  

Email: kgardenier@wradvisors.com 

Damian Lockhart, CRPC® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8650  

Email: dlockhart@wradvisors.com 

03/14 

Waddell & Reed, Inc., 625 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite 209, Grand Rapids, MI  49546 • 616-956-6051 
Insurance products offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements. 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC 
 



2422 EASTERN AVENUE  SE
Hours:

Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 12:00pm

Harm Faber Bob Schaner

Appointments: Phone: 243-2697

svgfirm.com

Selling season is upon us!

Phil Elburn
Realtor
Caldwell Banker AJS Schmidt
616-498-3120
phile@grar.com

Right now is a great time to buy or sell 
with rates being low and home values 
on the rise!
Call me today for a free market
analysis or a list of homes for sale!

3649 Devon - 14 days
388 Glen Woods Ct. - 9 days
3500 Hampton Downs - 8 days
652 Lamberton - 5 days
15655 Grand Point - 3 days
4341 Billmar - 1 day
448 Diamond - 12 hours

I sold these listings in less than 2 
weeks and could do the same for you!

Steve DeJong’s
Lawnmower &

Snowblower Repair
Over 15 years

experience

FAST Turnaround

Price - $50.00 
plus parts (Pickup and delivery extra)

616-890-6457

I will tune up your snowblower for this season


