
Fall brings the season of yard cleanup and 
getting ready for the inevitable - Winter! When 
you think of all the chores that need to be 
done, remember to use our Alger Heights 
businesses as much as possible. Alger 
Hardware for tools and cleaning supplies, 
Ken’s Market for apples, cider and candy 
(and a nice steak to throw on the grill). Alger 
Heights now has a wide variety of places to 
grab a snack or meal while you are running 
errands. Hot dogs, fi sh, pizza or a sit down 
meal; right here in the neighborhood. Make 
your fall clean-up a family event. Enjoy the 
changing colors and take time to go for a 
walk and talk with your neighbors. It’s Alger5K 
race time again, so do your stretches and get 
ready to run (or walk) through Alger Heights! 
      
Jerry Montague
AHNA President
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The offi cial AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

Check us out online...

algerheights.org

ALGER HEIGHTS 5K - by Josh Schroyer 

October is here and that means the Alger 
Heights Halloween 5/10K presented by 
Carpenter & Judd is right around the corner! 
This year’s race will be on Saturday, October 
31st. The morning will kick off on the grounds 
of the Alger Heights Middle School with the 
Kids Fun Run starting at 8:30am followed by 
the 10K at 9am and the 5K at 9:05am. If you 
haven’t registered yet, don’t worry, online 
registration is still open at alger5k.com. 
 The profi ts from this race go right back into 
our community. This year we have chosen 
to support Making Smiles for Hope and the 
Alger Heights Neighborhood Association. 
Making Smiles for Hope hosts workshops 
where volunteers create headbands and 
hats for children at Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital. 

Included as an insert in this month’s 
newsletter is a map of the course. If you 
live along the course please plan ahead 
and know that the roads will be closed for 
the duration of the race. This race brings in 
over 500 people to our neighborhood, so 
set up some chairs in your lawn to cheer on 
all the ghosts, witches, and princesses who 
will be passing by! There are also still many 
volunteer opportunities available. For more 
information on how to get involved email 
volunteers@alger5k.com.

We are having our annual 5K/10K Race 
Halloween House/yard Decorating contest 
again this year for the homes along the race 
route.  Prizes will be given out for the best 
decorated home/yard.  The route is shown 
on the insert which also shows the streets 
that will be temporarily closed during the 
race.

Be a 5K Volunteer
Go to alger5k.com to sign up
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WON’T YOU BE MY
NEIGHBOR?
- by Artie Lindsay

Summer is coming to an end and Fall is quickly approaching.  While 
the nice weather sticks around, let me encourage you to get outside 
and introduce yourself to your neighbors.  Our lives are so busy 
with work and other responsibilities that we don’t take the time to 
build genuine relationships with the people who live right outside our 
doors.   Imagine the type of community we could build if we took the 
time to get to know one another.  Imagine the trust that could be built 
between neighbors and the way people would begin to look out for 
one another. I’m not naïve to believe that Alger Heights can become 
the next Utopia, but your commitment to build genuine relationships 
with those who live near you can begin a movement that could 
change our neighborhood and our city.

If this sparks your interest, I would love to hear how you plan to 
take on this challenge. Please email me your thoughts , ideas or 
suggestions for future topics at alindsay38@gmail.com.

I have been helping Alger Heights residents buy and 
sell homes for 16 years.  Inventory and interest 
rates are low, so it is a great time to buy and sell.  
Call, text or email me today for a free market analysis 
letting you know what your home is worth in today’s 
market and a list of homes available.  Not looking to 
buy or sell, that’s OK.  I give a bonus check to anyone 
who refers me to a client who buys or sells.

I look forward to serving you for all your 
real estate needs.

If you are new to the area, we invite you to contact Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association.  We have welcome packets available.  We 
make every effort to deliver these to our new neighbors, but we realize 
that some may be missed.  If you would like a welcome packet please 
contact Sam Evans at massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

New to the
Neighborhood?
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Pet friendly 
neighborhood
Unless your dog can 
do this... It’s your 
responsibility.  Be kind 
and clean up after 
your pet.

The Simple Life: 15 simple 
solutions to everyday problems 

- by Tyler Bekius 

1) Lose an earring? Put a stocking over the end of a vacuum to find
it along with any other tiny items.

2) Trouble removing that sticker? Olive oil will remove sticker glue
from most surfaces. Soak a rag in oil, let sit on the surface 5-10
minutes, and wipe off.

3) Garbage dripping? Put old newspaper at the bottom of your trash can
to absorb food juices.

4) Forget to put the money in a birthday card? Placing an envelope in
the freezer for an hour will unseal it.

5) Want your house to smell great? Put two teaspoons of vanilla
extract in the oven at 300 degrees for an hour and your house will
smell like heaven!

6) Shrink that new shirt? Put it in a bowl of ice water and 1 cup of
hair conditioner, it will restore it to its normal size.

7) Have a headache? Submerge your feet and hands in hot water and 
put a bag of frozen peas on the back of your head. The heat on your
extremities pulls the blood from your head relieving your head pains.

8) Want a home cooked meal? On www.supercook.com you just enter 
the ingredients you have and it tells you what meals you can make and 
how to make them.

9) Want to get laundry done quicker? Throw a dry towel into the dryer
with your wet clothes, the load will take almost half the time to dry.

10) Weight loss programs too complicated? Drinking 2 cups of water
before meals can help you lose an average of 4.5 more pounds within 
12 weeks than if you don’t.

11) Cleaning the microwave? Put a bowl of water inside, and heat for 3
minutes. The steam will loosen everything and make cleaning simple.

12) Break something? Ifixit.com will show you step-by-step how to fix
just about anything.

13) Sick of kernels in the popcorn bowl? When microwave popcorn is
done, make a slight opening and turn upside down to let the extra
kernels fall out.

14) Screwdriver not catching onto a stripped screw? Place a rubber
band over the head and try again. The rubber will fill in the gaps
making it easy to screw in or out.

15) Want to smile more? You can “rewire” your brain to be happy by
simply recalling 3 things you’re grateful for every day for 21 days.



Trick-or-Treating Safety
- by Jon Hall 

With school back in session now, Halloween will be upon us before you know it. Here are a few 
things for adults and kids to remember to help make this Halloween a fun and safe time.

-Children under 12 should not go out Trick-or-Treating without an adult. 
-Older kids should go out in groups and stay in areas that they know.
-Look both ways before crossing the street. Do not dart out between parked cars, and try to 
only cross the road at corners and crosswalks.
-Have kids be on the lookout for cars backing up or turning.
-Stay on sidewalks and paths. Never walk down the road.
-Only go to houses with their porch lights on.
-Make sure your child’s costume is highly visible in the dark. Bright colors, stickers or reflective 
tape are great ideas. Alternatively, a flashlight or glow sticks are good.
-Also, be sure that your child has his or her full range of vision from behind any masks that they 
are wearing.

Adults, if you are out driving during Trick-or-Treating times, please be extra careful driving in 
the neighborhood and go much 
slower than usual. Expect to 
see a child crossing the street at 
any time and use greater care 
entering and exiting driveways. 
If you are home giving out 
treats, please remember to turn 
on your front lights for safety 
and to indicate that your home is 
participating. 

The official Trick-or-Treating 
time in the City of Grand Rapids 
is from Dusk until 8pm.
Happy Halloween!
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2015
- by Dave Thrasher 
National Night Out was a big success!  
Estimates between 350 to 400 people 
attended the gathering on Tuesday night, the 
4th of August.  Families tended to arrive, walk 
around, check out the community resource 
tables, visit with old and new neighbors, and 
then leave when ready.  Many, of course, 
visited the petting zoo with the ever popular 
pony rides.  To the disappointment of many 
bright eyed children, the bounce house 
was scrubbed, due to the windy weather.  
However, there were several kids’ games, 
which seemed quite popular.  Thanks to all 
who contributed, worked or attended – making 
for such a success!
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Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Crime 
Watch and Safety
-by  Sam Evans
Now that Fall is upon us, we need to be 
alert as we will be outside more getting the 
leaves raked, grass trimmed, and getting 
ready for the “W” word (winter).  Please 
remember not to blow your grass or leaves 
onto the street or curbside as this is a city 
code violation and is subject to a fine.  
The city will only pick up city leaf bags.  
Organicycle will have their leave bags 
available for sale and pick-up beginning in 
October.

Please do not leave your equipment outside 
for a few minutes if you run inside.  The leaf 
blower/vac, lawnmower, ladders, and other 
equipment are easy access to someone 
driving by in a vehicle to grab and take 
off.  When your tasks are done for the day, 
please make sure that all items are inside 
your garage or shed locked up.  If you can 
write down the serial numbers of the item 
and also take a picture of it and place them 
in a drawer or file for easy access should 
they be taken. 

LOOK OUT of your home for your neighbors 
and check occasionally for anything, vehicle 
and/or person that looks suspicious.  If so, 
call the police non-emergency number 456-
3400 to report it.  If something looks out of 
place (not normal activity) or a crime is in 
progress then call the police at 911.

LOCK-UP your vehicle when you get out.  
Remove all valuables and any electronic 
cords or GPS holders.  Lock up your 
windows and doors if not at home.  Lock-up 
your front and back or side door depending 
on where you are doing your work outside to 
curtail anyone from entering your home.

LIGHT-UP your front and backyard lights in 
the evening, as this lets the neighborhood 
see anyone roaming at night.  This lets 
potential suspicious person know that the 
neighborhood is watching. 

Watch your Neighborhood For:
• People loitering in unusual or inappropriate 
places
• Strangers parked for long periods of time/

Driving around slowly
• Persons prowling in and through back and 
side yards
• Sales Persons (make sure they have a 
vendors transit license and visible company 
name and badge)
• Unknown persons entering or leaving a 
home at an unusual time or carrying property 
out of the home

Listen for: 
• Alarms
• Breaking glass
• Barking Dogs – sound different than normal 
– more excited
• Pounding or prying
• Screams

NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME WATCH 
TRAINING
We will be having Neighborhood Crime 
Watch Training in October, so if you are 
interested please e-mail Sam Evans – 
massnave1@att.net or call at 540-2107. The official AHNA facebook page can be 

found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

Handy Numbers
Emergency:  911
Police: Non-emergency - 456-3400
Silent Observer:  774-2345

Handy Websites/Emails
The City of Grand Rapids - www.grcity.us
The Rapid Bus System – www.ridetherapid.org
State of Michigan – www.michigan.gov
Get the Lead Out – www.healthyhomescoalition.org
Heart of West Michigan United Way – www.211.
org or call 211 

What is 311?
311 is the City’s new first stop for all non-
emergency City of Grand Rapids service 
questions, including water service, property 
tax assessments, reports of potholes, the 
Pay as You Throw refuse program and 
hundreds more.  Live assistance : 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m., Monday to Friday.  On-line- visit 
311.grcity.us from your laptop, computer or 
smartphone.

Home Safety
Did you know that the fire department will 
come to your home and do an audit for 
smoke detectors and recommend if you 
need additional or updated detectors?  They 
will also provide new ones and install them 
for free.  Please contact them at 456-3699 
or 311.

Identify every solicitor
“Solicitor” means any person who, while on 
a public street or while in a public place, 
offers for sale, takes orders for or attempts 
to take orders for the retail sale of any 
goods, personal property or whatsoever for 
future delivery, they must have a transient 
license issued by the City of Grand Rapids.  
Most solicitors generally do not get a license 
so they are operating illegally. 

The phrase “transient merchant” shall mean 
any “canvasser”, “peddler”, “solicitor”, or 
“transient vendor”.

City Codes: 7.251 Definitions, 7.252 License 
Required, 7.253 License Applications

Alger Heights Neighborhood Association 

Volunteers
We have a bank of 17 volunteers currently 
helping out in the neighborhood for various 
situations.  We would like to help out again 
this spring, summer, and fall and would like 
to secure some additional volunteers.  We do 
interview the people requesting the help to 
make sure it is valid; due to illness, disability, 
surgery, age, etc...  If you would like to help
as a volunteer for your AHNA neighbor, 
please e-mail: massnave1@att.net.

It’s good exercise and you
get to meet a lot of great
neighbors. 



Who is New City Fellowship OPC?
700 Burton Street S
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Fellowship Meal 12:15 PM 

An even better question: Are you ready for 
the gospel?  New City is a gospel centered, 
cross-cultural church, located at 700 Burton 
St. SE, seeking to share the love of Christ with 
our neighbors. We have hosted Bible clubs, 
hot dog cookouts, various service projects, and 
prayer walks in the Alger Heights neighborhood 
and surrounding areas. We are a relatively 
new church plant on the Southeast side of 
Grand Rapids who opened our doors on Easter 
Sunday, 2014.

New City Fellowship was started as a small 
work by Harvest OPC, which is located in 
Wyoming, MI. By the grace of God we have 
experienced exponential growth over the 
past year and a half. We have gone from 
about 20 families dedicated to the work of 
the church before it opened in 2014 to nearly 
200 attendees on average each Sunday! We 
praise God for each and every person who 
walks through our doors and hope that they 
can see and experience the light of Christ as 
they worship and interact with the people at 
New City Fellowship. At New City Fellowship, 
you should expect to consistently experience 
practical acts of kindness. If you want more info 
about us you can like us on Facebook (search 
“New City Fellowship OPC), check out our 
website (www.newcitygr.org), or even better, 
join us for worship on Sundays! 
You are invited! 

May God Bless You! 
The Staff at New City Fellowship

News from Alger Park Church
2655 Eastern SE
Worship: Sundays 9:30am & 5:00pm

Alger Heights 5/10k Pre-Race Spaghetti 
Dinner - October 30:  Registered 
Alger Heights 5k/10k runners - fuel up on 
carbs before the big race! Join Alger Park 
Church, Seymour Church, and The Branch 
for a carbo-crammed dinner just for runners 
and their families. The dinner is hosted at 
Seymour Church on Friday, October 30 at 
5:00 p.m. so that you can pick up your race 
packet and join us for dinner all in the same 
trip. Please bring your race bib and your 
appetite - we hope to see you there!

Pumpkinfest
Enjoy indoor fun, games and treats at Alger 
Park Church, Friday, October 31 from 6 to 
8 p.m. Come join your neighbors. You don’t 
have to come in costume…but it’ll be more 
fun if you do.

mom2mom
A 13-week women’s Bible Study, 
mom2mom, meets on Tuesday mornings, 
from 9:30-11:00 at Alger Park Church.  
This fall, we’re studying the book, Daring 
Greatly. Social scientist Brené Brown 
explores the role of vulnerability, shame, 
and our personal need for control in 
our lives and our society. By better 
understanding our own struggles with and 
misconceptions of these deeply personal 
issues, we can begin DARING GREATLY 
to be authentic in our relationships and 
with ourselves. Childcare will be provided.  
Register at www.algerparkchurch.org/
mom2mom.

Three additional Bible study opportunities 
also welcome women this fall. Two of them 
meet on Tuesday mornings, and one on 
Wednesday evenings. It’s never too late to 
join us. For details, visit algerparkchurch.
org/women or email womensministry@
algerparkchurch.org

Alger Park Church Neighborhood Rain 
Garden
After several delays this summer, the 
engineering plans for the Walsh Street 
Rain Garden have finally been approved.  
We expect to see shovels moving dirt very 
soon. A rain garden retains heavy run-
off rain water and lessens the impact of 
erosion in Plaster Creek. 

Plaster Creek Clean-up
Take part in a neighborhood effort to help 
clean-up Plaster Creek. To volunteer for 
upcoming dates, contact Don VandenBerg: 
don48van@gmail.com

Alas Conexion update
973 28th Street SE
Worship: Sundays 1:00pm - 3:00pm

It is a great pleasure to greet you through 
this means once again. Summer was fun; 
we had lots of activities for the families and 
community. We were glad to see some 
of you in some of the activities. Fall and 
winter are approaching, which means now 
most of the activities will have to take place 
indoors. Some people feel uneasy going 
into a church. We hope that if you decide 
to come to some of our events, you feel 
welcomed and appreciated in our midst. 

To highlight a few upcoming events: 
We will be having a youth night every last 
Saturday of the month. This activity is 
totally in English with the focus on ages 
12-19. 

October 31st we will be having a big 
celebration where kids from different 
backgrounds will come to have a fun time 
of fellowship and getting to know each 
other, but most importantly come and 
worship God. 

On November 26th we will be serving a 
Thanksgiving breakfast for the homeless 
population in our church. This will be the 
third year we will provide this, and it is 
a blessing to be able to serve the city 
in which God has placed us. We need 
volunteers! If you are interested in helping 
please let us know. 

Saturday December 5th we will be having 
a Vision Night. This night we invite people 
who are curious to see what we are all 
about to come and ask questions and get 
to know us. We provide a meal, childcare, 
and we have a time of celebration as well 
for what God has done for us throughout 
the year. 

Finally, On December 20th we will have 
our Christmas concert. We sing Christmas 
carols and celebrate the birth of Jesus; 
a person that changed the course of 
humanity. 

If you would like more information on 

any of the events or want to visit us, 
please stop by our church, call us at 
616-214-6001 or visit us at facebook.com/
alasconexion.

Once again Thank you!
Rodrigo Cano, Church Plant Pastor

Church and 
School News
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Hope Reformed Church
2010 Kalamazoo Ave SE
Between Jennings St SE and Burton St SE 
(616) 241-3421 

Event Schedule 
Sundays:
10 am - Hope Church morning service
12 noon - Christ Temple
3pm - Genesis service

Tuesdays:
First & third Sundays
10 am - Women’s Bible Study
9am-3pm - Hope Café open for coffee and 
internet use
Second & Fourth Sundays
6pm - Potluck and Women’s Bible Study

Wednesdays:
10 am - preschool and moms - “Play and 
Learn”
10 am - Men’s Bible Study
7 pm - Men’s Bible Study (“Got Your 6”) - 1st, 
2nd, 4th week of month
7 pm - Pub Theology - discussion over a glass 
- 3rd Wed at Last Chance on Merritt SE
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Seymour Christian Reformed 
Church
840 Alger Street SE
Worship: Sundays 9:30am

MOPS is an organization for Mothers of 
Preschoolers. MOPS is a great way to meet 
other moms in your area. MOPS strives to 
help mothers get closer to each other, their 
families, and ultimately, Jesus Christ. 

We meet twice monthly in the basement at 
Seymour Christian Reformed Church. Our 
group is a little different than other MOPS 
groups because we have one morning (1st 
Friday) and one evening (3rd Thursday) 
meeting each month, instead of two 
daytime ones. We do this to accommodate 
moms that work during the day. The Friday 
meetings will have childcare for your children 
that are preschool age. They will be in 
classrooms divided by age. Childcare is not 
provided for Thursday evening meetings but 
newborn/nursing babies are welcome to tag 
along with you.

Other important things about our group:
Our small groups rotate bringing potluck-
style meals to each meeting. This means 
that you are guaranteed a delicious meal 
and will rarely have to help prepare it!
In addition to our twice monthly meetings, 
we will plan optional daytime play dates and 
“Moms Night Out” activities to get to know 
each other better

Thursday meetings will have a meal, a 
devotion, time to meet and bond with your 
assigned small group, and a craft or game. 
Friday meetings will have a meal, devotion, 
a speaker or forum discussion on mom-
related topics, and small group time. Our first 
meeting will be Thursday, September 17th 
from 7:00-9:30 PM. Our first Friday meeting 
will be October 2nd at 9:15-11:15 AM. 

DUES
MOPS dues cover operating costs through 
MOPS International, speaker fees, craft & 
decoration supplies, door prizes & gifts, and 
much more for the year.

Please register on www.MOPS.org, 
where you will pay $25 of dues to MOPS 

Church and School News continued international. The remaining dues for the 
Seymour group are as follows:

Thursday & Friday meetings: $60 ($25 due 
in September and $35 in January)

Thursday only: $20 total ($10 due in Sept 
and $10 in January)

Friday only: $40 ($15 due in September and 
$25 in January)

Friday only with no kids in childcare: $35 
($10 due in Sept and $25 in January)

**We do not want money to be a reason 
why you cannot join, so please contact us at 
seymourmops@gmail.com and if you would 
like to discuss scholarships.

FALL RECIPE
by Maia Sieplinga 
Fall has arrived and with it comes many 
favorite fall flavors – pumpkin, cinnamon, 
and chili all come to mind!  For my family, fall 
means gatherings, which means making fall 
food!  Pumpkins are one of the most thought 
of fall squashes with our love of pumpkin 
pies, carvings, etc.  Historically, pumplins 
also played a major role in survival for most 
early settlers.  While we aren’t settling in the 
same way, these pumpkin muffins are a family 
favorite!

“For pottage and puddings and custards and pies,
Our pumpkins and parsnips are common 
supplies,
We have pumpkins at morning and pumpkins at 
noon, If it were not for pumpkins we should be 
undoon.”
  Pilgrim verse, circa 1633

Pumpkin Cornmeal Muffins
Makes: 18 muffins
Hands-on time: 15 minutes
Total time: 50 minutes
Ingredients:
½ cup unsalted butter, softened
¾ cup light brown sugar
½ cup milk
4 eggs
1 15-ounce can solid pumpkin (not pumpkin 
pie filling). You can also use actual pumpkin 
pureed – you would need 2 cups.
1 1/12 cups whole-wheat flower
1 cup yellow cornmeal
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon ground cloves

1. Heat oven to 350 F.  Lightly spray two muffin 
tins or place liners into tins.
2. In a large bowl beat butter and brown sugar 
until light and fluffy.  Reduce to slow and 
add the rest of the ingredients and beat until 
smooth.
3. Spoon the batter into the muffin pans – fill to 
nearly full (will rise but not much) and bake up 
to 30 minutes – a toothpick should come out 
clean.  (My oven runs warm so I baked mine 
for 20 and they were perfect.)

*Tastes great with apple butter, honey, or 
cream cheese.  *Recipe is by Kay Chun.

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Check us out online...

algerheights.org

Tabernacle Community Church
2550 Eastern SE
Worship: 10:00am

Tabitha’s Closet Winter Sale
The next Tabitha’s Closet Sale is on Saturday, 
December 5, 9:00-11:00am. You may drop off 
your donations of clean, gently used clothing 
and shoes of all sizes on Sunday morning 
or during the church’s office hours (Monday-
Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm). Donations may 
be left in the small alcove immediately to the 
right of the Worship Center entrance. We also 
accept books, toys, and small household items 
in good condition.

AWANA (Approved Workman Are Not 
Ashamed) meets every Wednesday from 
6:15pm-8:00pm.  We believe in equipping kids 
for life through Children’s Ministry programs 
focused on evangelism, discipleship and the 
gospel. This is for kids ages preschool (2 
yrs old)-6th grade. You may start at any time 
throughout the school year. To learn more 
about Awana, go to awana.org.

Men & Ladies of Honor is a strategic 
program to train and mentor youth to realize 
their full potential. Youth (6th -12th grade) 
who participate are mentored and trained 
in principles of honor, chivalry, integrity, 
courageous leadership, and moral excellence 
using a three-pronged strategy of camps, 
conferences, and weekly curriculum based 
meetings. Join us every Wednesday night 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm at Alger Middle School 
(921 Alger St. SE).

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...
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Crazy for Coloring
Coloring isn’t just for kids.  Many adults are
(re)discovering the art of coloring as well.  Adult 
coloring books can easily be found at bookstores 
and craft stores.  Creative expression and 
stress relief are among the reasons given by 
those who continue to enjoy coloring as an adult.
You don’t need to spend a lot to try out coloring.  
If you have access to the internet and a printer, 
there are many sources for free coloring page 
downloads.  There are pictures and patterns for 
almost any interest.  You can start with basic 
crayons, colored pencils or markers to see what 
you enjoy most.
Coloring is also an activity that can be enjoyed 
as a family.  Can you see the delight of a toddler 
who is sitting next to a grandparent while 
they color together? Download some pages 
that celebrate the colors of autumn to color 
on a rainy day. Try some pages that prompt a 
discussion about gratitude while waiting for 
Thanksgiving dinner. Give it a try. You may be 
surprised at the benefits coloring brings.

Hey Mom!
Can we go to the
KROC and play?
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KROC and play?

Crazy for Coloring
Coloring isn’t just for kids.  Many adults are
(re)discovering the art of coloring as well.  
Adult coloring books can easily be found 
at bookstores and craft stores.  Creative 
expression and stress relief are among the 
reasons given by those who continue to enjoy 
coloring as an adult.
You don’t need to spend a lot to try out 
coloring.  If you have access to the internet 
and a printer, there are many sources for free 
coloring page downloads.  There are pictures 
and patterns for almost any interest.  You can 
start with basic crayons, colored pencils or 
markers to see what you enjoy most.
Coloring is also an activity that can be enjoyed 
as a family.  Can you see the delight of a 
toddler who is sitting next to a grandparent 
while they color together? Download some 
pages that celebrate the colors of autumn 
to color on a rainy day. Try some pages that 
prompt a discussion about gratitude while 
waiting for Thanksgiving dinner. Give it a try. 
You may be surprised at the benefits coloring 
brings.

Expose your kids to art!
ArtPrize is back in town and runs through October 11th. 
With more than 1500 entries at over 160 venues, you and 

your children can experience ART 
in many forms.  When ArtPrize 
ends, there are plenty of chances 
to get involved in the Grand Rapids 
art scene. You can visit one of 
our many art museums including 
the Grand Rapids Art Museum 
(GRAM), the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum, The Urban Institute 
for Contemporary Art, the Grand 
Rapids Children’s Museum, or 
one of many art galleries in the 
greater Grand Rapdids area.  



There’s always something fun 
and interesting to do at the 

Grand Rapids Public Library.  
For a list of activities, please go 
to page 10 of the Happenings!
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Hey Mom!
Check this

out...

Fun Events for Kids 
in October
October 12 – Get lost in Crane 
Orchard’s 20 acre Corn Maze. Kids 5 and 
under are FREE!
October 15 – Visit Koetsier’s for Fall 
Play Days! Pumpkin painting, popcorn, 
and a great play area, complete with 
inflatables, is all available indoors for a 
low fee. Outside, they offer hayrides 
and a ‘Bumblebee Express’ barrel train.
October 17 – Celebrate the beauty fall 
brings at the Urban Hay Day event, with 
pumpkin races, hay rides, a critter barn, 
pony rides, sweet treats, a mechanical 
bull and more!
Sunday, October 18 – Discover giant 
pumpkins on display at Frederik Meijer 
Gardens’ Michigan Farm Garden! 
Weighing in at hundreds of pounds, the 
pumpkins are sure to amaze!
October 21 – Head to Hudsonville’s Post 
Family Farm for Fall Fun Farm Days! 
Admission includes a hayride, pumpkin 
train ride, access to their nature trail, 
a covered straw play area, rope maze, 
animals and an outdoor kiddie corral. 
While you’re there, you can explore their 
5 acre corn maze.
October 23 – It’s a BIG day at the John 
Ball Zoo! Visit Zoo Goes Boo during the 
day, where you’ll find over 20 booths, 
games, prizes, magic, and music, as well 
as special animal activities. Come night, 
it’s Kid’s Night Out! While the parents 
enjoy time on their own, the kids are 
in for a fun filled evening of animal 
encounters, stories, games and ‘Things 
that Go Bump in the Night’! Pizza dinner 
is included.
October 27 – Put on your costumes and 
head to Jumpin’ Jupiter’s Boo Bash for 
some skating fun! Admission is FREE if 
you dress up.

October 28 – Immerse your fall family in fun at 
Klackle’s! You’ll find pedal carts, a petting zoo, a 
coaster slide area, pumpkins, apples and so much 
more!
October 31 – Hop aboard the Pumpkin Train! 
Passengers are entertained on their journey by 
the Grand Pumpkin, Scarecrow and Little Crow.
October 31 – Dress up your little ones in their 
best costumes and head to Alger Middle School 
for the Alger5K Halloween Kids run. Kids run 
starts at 8:30am - sign up online at alger5k.com.

More details on specific events available at 
grkids.com/31-days-of-october-fun-for-
kids-in-grand-rapids/



The New Momma
Commentary
- by Shannon Bruin 

What a blessing to snuggle, kiss, and hug 

those little baby cheeks! Whether you’re 
able to snuggle up to those baby giggles all 
day long or looking for a caring individual 
to care for your child while you’re at work, 
everybody comes to a point where they 
need outside help. It can be a daunting 
task to find a babysitter that you can trust 
and that understands your child’s needs 
and interests. Not to mention the burden of 
paying for quality and reliable childcare can 
be heavy.
As a working mom, I’ve found it to be a 
challenge to locate great childcare options 
outside of Grandma’s house, as well as 
navigate these new relationships.  

So what advice have I gleaned from this 

struggle?  Be patient. There are always more 
resources out there than we think there are. 
Be confident. You know what is best for 
your child. Be confident in your parenting 
style and don’t be afraid to ask your care 
providers to adapt to your child’s routine and 
preferences, as able. When using multiple 
caregivers, consider keeping a binder for 
sitters to track schedules and make notes on 
baby’s new interests and development. 
Be creative. Think outside the box- there 
are affordable options outside of traditional 
daycare. Do you know other moms who 
need support too and may be willing to 
share resources? Check out the local 
colleges and universities for students with 
flexible schedules and interests in childhood 
education or pediatric care. 

Lastly, have no shame. Let your family, 

friends, care providers, and neighbors be 
there for you. People want to help; don’t 
be afraid to ask for help when you need 
it. Ask the babysitter to fold the laundry 
that has been sitting there for weeks or 
change the crib sheets covered in spit-up. 
Ask your trusted neighbor to let the kids 
play in their yard for an hour, or watch your 
sleeping baby while you run to the store. 
Take advantage of the helping hands that 
surround you. 

Nobody can do it on their own – it takes a 
village.

FUN AT THE LIBRARY
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Fall Events at the Seymour 
Branch Library - 2350 Eastern SE

Pre-Reading Classes for Babies
12:30 pm
Thursdays, September 17 – November 5

Parents and caregivers are invited to 
introduce their babies, birth through 
18 months, to music, movement, and 
language in these 30-minute classes 
designed for their specific developmental 
stages. Babies will enjoy hearing a story 
and learning songs and rhymes. Playtime 
after enhances the development of social 
skills. Free and open to the public.

Pre-Reading Classes for Toddlers
10:30 am
Wednesdays, September 16 – November 4

Parents and caregivers are invited to bring 
their energetic toddlers, ages 18 months 
to 3 years, to 30-minute classes featuring 
hands-on, literacy-rich activities including 
stories, songs with fingerplays and other 
actions, and sign language. Toddlers 
will develop pre-reading skills as they 
make connections between words and 
movement and have fun with related crafts 
and socialize during playtime. Free and 
open to the public.

Pre-Reading Classes for Kids
10:30 am 
Thursdays, October 22, 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19

Parents and caregivers are invited to 

bring their preschoolers, ages 3 to 5, to 
45-minute classes featuring literacy-rich 
activities such as interactive storytelling 
using puppets, dramatic play, and hands-
on fun. Related songs, fingerplays, and 
activities are interspersed between books. 
Classes end with a fun and creative art 
activity. Free and open to the public.

Pajama Time! For kids 3 – 5 years old 
6:30 pm
Tuesdays, Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24

Get cozy in your pajamas, grab your 
favorite stuffed animal or blanket, and 
come to the library for a special bedtime 
event. Listen to stories, sing lullabies, and 
get those wiggles out before bed. Great for 
working parents!

EatPlayGrow
Saturday, September 26 at 10:30am 
Saturday, October 24 at 10:30 am 
Saturday, November 28 at 10:30 am 

EatPlayGrow combines the latest science 
and research to teach children ages 2-5 
and their parents how to make healthy 
nutrition and physical activity choices. 
Join GRPL and Cherry Health Services 
for interactive and engaging lessons that 
incorporate art-making, storytelling, music, 
and movement activities into fun, hands-on 
educational lessons about the importance 
of making positive choices in areas that 
most affect health: nutrition, physical 
activity, and sleep. September’s theme is 
Energy Balance.

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch page:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch
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Alger Heights Neighborhood Association Block 
Connectors
-by Sam Evans
AHNA offers a special thank-you to those who volunteered to be 
Block Connectors for Nelson Street and Ottillia Street homes.
The general requirements for a Block Connector are to be friendly, 
welcome new neighbors, distribute newsletters and flyers, and be 
eyes and ears for your block.  We give you training, materials, and 
assistance that will be helpful for you in the unique role for your block.  
We will also work beside you for introductions.

Jerry Montague: President, newsletter
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2017
Rick Savino: Vice President
550-1450   ricksavino@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block captain 
coordinator, Welcome bag, Mobile patrol
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2015
Carissa Bakker:
307-5683   carissabakker89@gmail.com
Term ends 2017

AHNA Board of Directors: 2014 - 2015

Nick Bakker:
307-6136   nbakker17@gmail.com
Term ends 2016
Jon Hall:
560-8556   cnw8835@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Josh Schroyer:
292-2801   jsschroyer@gmail.com
Term ends 2018 
Artie Lindsay:
881-3849   alindsay38@gmail.com
Term ends 2018 

AHNA board meetings are on the second Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 pm, at Seymour Church (840 Alger SE – use south entrance, the 
building is handicap accessible).  Anyone is welcome to attend to see what we do and bring any questions or concerns to the board.  We 
cordially invite you to attend.  In May, we meet for the Annual Meeting.

Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2018
Maia Sieplinga:
304-5952   maia_sieplinga@usc.salvationary.org
Term ends 2018
Shannon Bruin:
893-8025   shannonmurphy11@gmail.com
Term ends 2017
Tyler Bekius:
502-4556   tyler.bekius@gmail.com
Term ends 2018

Check us out online...

algerheights.org
We are still in need of Block Connectors for the following blocks:  
Alto, Belfast (2 Block Connectors; Alger-Nevada & Nevada-Walsh), 
Deming (Eastern-Union), Jennings (Kalamazoo-Oakfield), Louise 
(Kalamazoo-Oakfield), Merritt (Eastern-Blaine), Nelson Apartments 
(2 Block Connectors), Eastern (Everglade-Mulford), Martin (Winchell-
Burton), Alger (2 Block Connectors; Kalamazoo-Eastern), Joslin 
(Eastern-Blaine), Edna (Additional Block Connectors needed).

If you are interested, or would like to know more about being a Block 
Connector, please contact Sam Evans, at 540-2107 or massnave1@
att.net.
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Worth 
Considering

Community
Coordinator
Update
- by Jenn Reidsma

Willing to share? Join the 
Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Resource Loan Catalog!

Do you have a snow-blower, a 10-
foot ladder, or even a 6-foot table 
that you would be willing to loan to 
your neighbors? Not everyone in the 
neighborhood can afford to buy, or 
has room to store the many items that 
are required to take care of an older 
home or host a graduation party. Some 
neighbors have expressed interest in 
having a central location for items that 
are available for loan. In an effort to 
fulfill that wish, I will be collecting a list 
of resources that are available for loan 
within the Alger Heights neighborhood 
but I need your help. What do you own 
that you are willing to loan out to your 
neighbors? To add your resources 
to the catalog and to get the sharing 
started, please contact me at jenn@
tabernaclecommunity.org or 988-9268 
ext 205. 
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The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

An Invitation to Share 
Neighborhood Memories
Thinking back over the past 41 years has 
been memorable. Rodger and I (Karen) 
moved into Alger Heights on the first day of 
summer, 1974. We raised our two children 
here, we shopped at Boorsma’s (now Ken’s), 
we went to the “five and dime” which is now 
the CVS. We went to the old library for story 
hour and bought candy at the gas station 
next door. 

Rodger moved into Alger Heights as a little 
boy in 1950. He remembers playing and 
building forts in the woods which is now 
MacKay-Jaycees Park. He remembers 28th 
Street being a two lane road and Meijer was 
yet to be built. Brooklyn Street was open 
all the way to 28th Street and Alger Street 
ended at Kalamazoo Avenue.

We are retired now and at one time thought 
we should move out of the neighborhood. 
Looking around we realized we loved Alger 
Heights now as much as we did the first 
day we moved in. We love the strollers, the 
dog walkers, the runners and especially the 
community. So we remodeled our house so 
we could stay and are glad we did.

Do you have memories or photos to 
share? We, along with others neighbors, 
would love to hear from you.  There will 
be an evening to walk down memory lane 
on November 5 from 6-8pm at Seymour 
Church.  Please come for coffee and treats 
anytime from 6-8pm. Bring your pictures 
and invite your current and former 
neighbors to share memories. We can’t 
wait to see you and the next generation of 
Alger Heights neighbors. Questions about 
the November 5th event can be directed 
to jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org or 988-
9268 ext 205.

Alger  Heights Neighborhood 
Association Dues
-by Sam Evans
Enclosed in this Newsletter is our annual 
dues envelope for you to submit.
The dues are as follows:
Seniors - $10.00
Family - $20.00
Business - $25.00

Please send to AHNA, PO Box 7809, Grand 
Rapids, Mi.  49507.

Why should you support AHNA with 
a donation?  We encourage neighbor 
participation and community involvement.  
We are strictly a volunteer board and do 
not receive any funds that are donated, 
100% of our funds go directly back into the 
neighborhood to support the newsletter 
printing, flyers, activities, and community 
events.  The neighborhood has stated they 
wanted more activities and we will need 
funds for those additional events.

These are some of the current yearly 
events: Annual Meeting, Annual Garage 
Sales, Annual Trash Day and Neighborhood 
Clean-up, Neighborhood Parks Clean-up, 
National Night Out, Christmas Lighting 
Contest.  All of these events cost money 
to have and at every one of them we 
do not charge for participation for those 
attending. Your contribution would be greatly 
appreciated.  Thank-you to all of those that 
have given in the past.  Let’s make this the 
best year yet for donating.

You can advertise your business or home 
business in the Alger Heights newsletter.  
The newsletter is distributed to over 1900 
homes and businesses in Alger Heights.  
The rates are very reasonable:

Business Card size:  $25.00
Double Business Card size:  $40.00
1/4 Page size:  $75.00
1/2 Page size:  $140.00

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

Advertising in the AHNA newsletter

Clean &
Green
If you’re not recycling your paper, glass, and 
cans, start now by calling the city for a free 
recycling bin: 456-3232.

Have an item to recycle but not sure where 
to take it?  Visit www.recyclekent.org for 
locations to accept most household items.

If you wish to reduce the amount of junk mail 
your receive try: www.41pounds.org or 
www.dmachoice.org.



were on the market an average of 42 days 
compared to 52 days a year ago.  The best 
homes at the best prices always sell quickly 
and may receive several offers within hours 
of going on the market. Even if you have
managed to get in to see a home 
without contacting a lender and getting 
preapproved, the seller may not take your 
offer until you have.  You don’t want to miss 
out on your dream home because you didn’t 
have a pre-approval.  Getting pre-approved 
before you house hunt offers several 
advantages:

A mortgage pre-approval puts you in a better 
negotiation position in a very competitive 
housing market.

You understand how much house you can 
afford and what your monthly payments will 
be.

A pre-approval letter far outweighs aBusiness 
Association 
News
- by Nick Bakker 
As we move into the fall season, the Alger 
Heights business district is continuing to 
move forward with our goal of serving the 
Alger Heights community and surrounding 
areas. During the month of October, the 
Alger Heights Business Association and 
volunteers will be decorating the Alger 
Heights area with fall decorations. Get 
ready to see the area filled with scarecrows, 
cornstalks, and pumpkins to celebrate the 
season!

Make sure to continue your support of 
the local businesses we have. Buy your 
groceries at Ken’s Fruit Market. Check 
out Alger Hardware for all of your fall 
landscaping needs. Schedule a hair 
appointment at Blondie’s or the Alger Barber 
Shop. Get your health checked at Alger 
Pediatrics or the Alger Heights Metro Health 
office. The Alger Heights area has all you 
need for your appetite with almost unlimited 
restaurants to choose from. So if you’re 
thinking of buying or selling a house, then 
check out SVG Real Estate. If you need to 
repair your shoes or fall boots, then head 
on over to the Alger Leather & Shoe Repair 
shop. If your computer or electronics need 
to be repaired, then take them to Express 
PC. If your refrigerator is in need of cold 
beverages, then Ryan & Hart has you 
covered. If you have banking questions, 
then the teams at 5/3 Bank or Chase would 
be thrilled to help you. And if you have legal 
needs, then take time to schedule a meeting 
with either Mike Malinowski or Carpenter & 
Judd. 

The point is, whatever your needs may be, 
make sure to look locally at Alger Heights. 
The Alger Heights Business District has you 
covered!
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Real Estate Minute
- by Rick Savino Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 

IMPORTANCE OF A MORTGAGE
PRE-APPROVAL
The housing market in West Michigan is 
strong. Homes listed as pending sales 

pre-qualification letter because it is 
supported with actual documentation and 
proves you are a qualified buyer.

There are a number of fine Mortgage 
companies that can help you with 
competitive mortgage interest rates and a 
variety of products from which to choose.  
That way, you can get a mortgage that fits 
your needs.

In our local market, there has been a slight 
increase in available listings, so that’s some 
good news for buyers.  Competition for
properties that are priced right are still 
selling quickly, and the best properties are 
garnering multiple offers. Values continue to
rise in this market.

Be ready when the time is right for you.
Consult a Realtor who can explain the 
steps and guide you through the home 
buying or selling process.
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Now is the time to register for the 7th annual Alger Heights 5K/10K 
Halloween Race being held on Saturday, October 31 (Halloween Day).  
There will be the races for the 5K and 10K, but also the 5K walk and 
Kids fun run.  There will be a costume contest with prizes for the 
winners.  Don’t miss out on this.  Start planning on decorating your 
home along the route for best decorated prize.

A T T E N T I O N  A L G E R  H E I G H T S 
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

     RETIREMENT, COLLEGE SAVINGS OR LIFE INSURANCE ? 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ANY OF YOUR ALGER HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS 
 WHO ARE ALSO FINANCIAL ADVISORS WITH WADDELL & REED 

Nicholas Bakker, CMFC® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8651  

Email: nbakker@wradvisors.com 

Aaron DeVos, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8647  

Email: devos@wradvisors.com 

Kevin Gardenier, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8649  

Email: kgardenier@wradvisors.com 

03/15 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. 625 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite 209, Grand Rapids, MI  49546 • 616-956-6051 
Insurance products offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC 
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Restaurants, Grocery & Meat Market, Pet Grooming, Shoe Repair, Hair cuts 
& styling, Banks, Hardware & Rentals, and more! For a complete list of local 
businesses in the Alger Heights area, check out the Alger Heights web page: 
www.algerheights.org


