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President’s 
Notes...

In This Issue...

“My aircraft.” And with those words, Captain 
Chesley Sullenberger (better known to 
the world as “Sully”) began landing the 
now-infamous US Airways Flight 1549 in 
New York’s Hudson River. “My aircraft” 
was the declaration that Sully was in 
charge. He had taken action and would 
take responsibility for those actions. 

Against all odds, Sully made the best out 
of a potentially tragic situation and safely 
landed the 75-ton Airbus A320 in one of the 
world’s busiest waterways. So I challenge 
you today to declare, “My neighborhood.” 
Get engaged. Be the neighbor you want 
to have. Become a Block Captain and get 
to know those living around you. Make 
Alger Heights more than simply people 
living in proximity of each other; make it the 
community we want it to be. Be the Sully of 
Alger Heights. My neighborhood.

Jordon Bush
President

YES!!  Our annual race is this month and 
we are VERY EXCITED for a great day!  
Join us for a fast, certified, timed 5K (run 
or walk) and have the most fun you’ve ever 
had at a race, because you can participate 
in your favorite Halloween costume!  
We are striving to put on a great race, 
again, this year, so besides a great course, 
cool t-shirts, nice medals, and fun costume 
contest, some of the new happenings are:
• First 200 registrants receive a Tech T-shirt
• All race proceeds support AHNA, Kids’     
  Food Basket, Fit Kids 360, and MDA-West  
  Michigan
• Bring food to registration for Kids’ Food  
  Basket- see list on our website
• 1996 Olympic Miler, Paul McMullen, will  
  be running- beat his time and win a special   
  prize
• Random finisher give-aways and costume  
  contest awards from Harvest Health  
  Foods, Gazelle Sports, GR Children’s  
  Museum, Sweet Mellisa’s, Southland Auto  
  Wash and many more!
• Running clubs or classes at Alger     

  Middle School, GR Kroc Center, Saturday  
  mornings
Please visit our website, www.alger5k.
com, for ALL race information: to 
REGISTER, sign up to VOLUNTEER, 
support our SPONSORS, or learn 
how to get involved with our CHARITY 
PARTNERS!
To keep up to date on all race happenings, 
please follow us on Facebook or Twitter @
Alger Heights Halloween 5K.

We look forward to seeing you on 
OCTOBER 27th!

PUMPKIN FEST
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2012    6-8 pm

FREE Hotdog supper 
will be served

Play games...
Win candy prizes

Children of all ages through 5th 
grade are welcome!  

Be sure to wear a fun costume!!

All children MUST be
accompanied by an adult!

Alger Park Church
2655 Eastern Ave. SE

Questions? Call 452-9686

SPONSORS
and

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

sponsors@alger5k.com or 
volunteers@alger5k.com

MAP AVAILABLE ONLINE at www.alger5k.com



The Broken 
Windows Theory                                                           

- by Laura Muresan
This fall I’ve been attending the Citizen 
Police Academy, a 10-week program giving 
Grand Rapids residents a more intimate look 
at the Grand Rapids Police Department. 
Of about 30 attendees, Alger Heights is 
well-represented, with four Alger neighbors 
attending.

At our first class, Chief Belk mentioned 
the Broken Windows Theory. The Broken 
Windows Theory states that when an area 
or a property looks uncared for, it’s more 
likely to be targeted by criminals or mischief 
makers. When it appears people care, it is 
less inviting to ne’er-do-wells. 

Picking up litter on your daily walks, 
helping neighbors who are having a 
hard time keeping up with lawn care or 
home maintenance, reporting graffiti or 
neglected properties, and maintaining your 
own property may not only discourage 
criminals, but will attract more people to our 
neighborhood, making it a vibrant and inviting 
place to live. 

So, keep up the good work, everyone, and 
if you’ve been a little lax, get out and clean 
up the debris, pull the weeds, or make a 
run down to Alger Hardware for a fresh 
can of paint. Whether you’re a tenant or 
a homeowner, it’s great exercise and will 
make you feel good about your home and 
your neighborhood. If you’re having trouble 
keeping up for some reason, don’t hesitate to 
reach out to neighbors or to the AHNA. We’re 
a friendly bunch, and you might be surprised 
by those willing to lend you a lawn tool, a 
ladder, or a helping hand.

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch page:  http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch

A Grand Skein welcomes YOU to join in the fun as we cozy up to some wooly delights this fall! 
Of course, the coffee/tea pot is always on for those of you who want to gather with old friends 
or new.  Share your latest projects or ask questions to get you over the hump to finishing those 
more trying pieces! While we welcome you to sit and knit at any time, we stay open Tuesday 
nights until 9 pm for our official social knitting time AND we stay open till midnight (jammies 
optional) the first Friday of every month to dive full bore into those UFOs (UnFinished Objects) 
or to spend some time with special guests! 
For a formal lesson, check out our fall class line up (www.agrandskein.com/classes)—the 
novice to experienced knitter, weavers, and spinners will find a class meant to inspire creative 
exploration of the fiber arts.  
September’s special: In honor of back to school season, buy a pattern and yarn for a knitted/
crocheted/felted bag and get 20% off your purchases. 
October will be Socktoberfest! Our “Year of Socks” club will have its first meeting on Saturday, 
October 6 when participants will learn the techniques needed to complete Cat Bordhi’s Simply 
Splendid Socks. Check in frequently to see what new sock yarns are making their way to us 
throughout the month. 
Also in October, we will be knitting along with designers Rebecca Danger and Chris DeLongpre 
to make some not-so-ghoulish monsters and other fun creatures that just might go bump in the 
night.
November and December will get you busy completing some nifty little gifts for ALLLLLL the 
loved ones on your lists!  We will have some great suggestions for you! Or you can leave a note 
for Santa to fill your wish list. 
Stop in soon! We’d love to see you! 
A Grand Skein     2431 Eastern Ave, SE; Grand Rapids, MI 49507     616-551-1322
info@agrandskein.com     www.agrandskein.com
Tuesday 10am to 9pm     Wednesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm     Sunday and Monday closed

Where creativity & community bring warmth

Around the Block                                                                                             
- by Jordan Bush
For many of us living in Alger Heights, our 
homes are one of our largest investments, 
both financially and in time. We dutifully pay 
the mortgage and taxes. We mow the lawn, 
weed the beds, and shovel the walks. So 
much more than simply bricks and mortar, 
these houses are our homes. We have all 
ridden the recent roller coaster of home 
values. Here is where values stand now:
• As of September 12, there are 30 homes 
currently for sale with another 21 sales 
pending
• From June 1 to September 12, 2012, 33 
homes sold with an average sales price of 
$75,340 after 52 days on the market. • This 
mean sales price is 95.93% of the mean list 
price of $77,726.
Please note, data obtained using homes 
listed on the Grand Rapids Association of 
REALTORS® Multiple Listing Service and 
do not include those homes sold or listed 
for sale by owner.
Thanks to Tim Bruinsma, REALTOR® with 
KSC Properties for the MLS data.

Seymour Library Fall 
Events
Day of the Dead/Dia de los Muertos
Wednesday, October 31 – Sunday, November 
4, 2012.  Main Library – 111 Library St NE
Dìa de Los Muertos is a Mexican holiday 
that honors family and friends who have 
passed on. Loved ones come together to 
build altars that celebrate the life and memory 
of the dead. The day is a time of celebration 
and joy, filled with talk and memories of those 
who have died. The library will host over 20 
altars build by local residents who want to 
share the memory of their family and friends. 
Every altar is unique and taken together 
to create a fascinating portrait of what the 
citizens of Grand Rapids hold close to them. 
An explanation of each altar will be provided. 

A take-home craft activity will be available for 
children. Light refreshments will be served. 
Free and open to the public.
Crafteen: Dia de los Muertos Sugar Skull 
Painting
Monday, November 5, 2012, 4:30 pm
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE
Teens can participate in the Mexican tradition 
of decorating sugar skulls to honor family 
members who have died. It is a thoughtful 
and beautiful craft done in conjunction with 
Dia de los Muertos.
Local Author Book Fair
Saturday, October 13, 2012, 11:00 am – 1:00 
pm.  Main Library – 111 Library St NE
Come and meet over 25 local authors! 
Discover new books and talk one-on-one 
with local authors about the books they have 
written. Free and open to the public.



Thanks go out to our neighbor Lynelle Shooks of 
Lizzie Photo (LizziePhoto.com) for donating her 
time as she also took photos at NNO.  To view 
her photos go to http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssocation
and have a look.

2422 EASTERN AVENUE  SE
Hours:

Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Harm Faber Bob Schaner
Appointments: Phone: 243-2697

Alger Heights National Night Out
- by Jill Sieve
The Alger Heights neighborhood celebrated National Night Out on 
Tuesday, August 7th and it proved to be another successful year with 
wonderful weather and a big crowd of people.  Thank you to everyone 
who came out that night to make the event a great one.  It was a 
great opportunity to meet new people in our neighborhood and share 
some laughs with other neighbors who had been huddled up in the air 
conditioning for most of the summer.   For those who missed it, or weren’t 
able to attend, there were a lot of activities for the whole family.  The 
petting zoo was again a popular activity for the kids and several lined 
up patiently to wait their turn for a pony ride.  Sweet Mellisa’s sold their 
delicious cupcakes and JB’s Pizza was a hot spot for slices of pizza.  We 
also had a GRFD fire truck stop by for the kids to investigate and the 
Grand Rapids Canine Unit of the police department stopped by to show 
off their hard working dogs.  We had the first annual adult bean bag/
corn hole contest and some great prizes to Real Food Café, JB’s Pizza & 
Sweet Mellisa’s were awarded.  Forty bike helmets were given to children 
of all ages which brought a smile to many faces.  The night ended with 
blankets rolled out on the grass and families coming together to watch Toy 
Story 3.  If you didn’t come this year, make a note to join us for the fun 
next year!!

Skyler & Tim were the 
1st place winners and 
won $15 each to Real 
Food Cafe     

RJ & Todd won 2nd 
place & each won $10 
gift cards to JB’s pizza

Chris & Ben got 3rd 
place and each got $5 
to Sweet Mellissa’s

First annual adult bean bag/corn hole contest
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News from Alger Middle 
School
Alger Middle School urgently needs our 
community support to assist students 
and teachers in the classroom during 
the 2012-2013 academic year.  
Alger is looking for any volunteers 
interested in providing school-
based mentorship and/or tutoring to 
students grade 6-8.  More specifically, 
there is a great need for math and 
reading tutors. Additionally, there is a 
great need for volunteers to assist 
teachers in the classrooms.  
If you or someone you know 
is interested in volunteering to 
provide these services or any 
other school-based services, please 
contact Tersee Nande, Community 
School Coordinator, at 
819-7896 or tnande@dablodgett.org. 
Alger truly appreciates its volunteers 
for their time, effort, and dedication put 
into positively changing the lives of our 
youth. 
Be sure to ask about our volunteer 
incentives!

Tabitha’s Closet Holiday 
Clothing & Toy Giveaway 
Tell your neighbors, co-workers, and 
friends and mark your own calendar for 
Tabitha’s Closet Holiday Clothing & Toy 
giveaway that will take place on Saturday, 
December 8 from 9-11 AM in the Worship 
Center at Tabernacle Community Church, 
2550 Eastern SE. The giveaway is open 
to the public and only costs .25 cents per 
bag. Since it’s the Holiday theme, there 
will also be a gently used toy giveaway as 
well as winter clothing. 
NOTE:  If you would like to donate any 
winter items (sweaters, coats, hats, 
mittens, boots, etc or gently used or new 
toys, please feel free to drop them off 
at the church (Entrance A) during office 
hours (Mon-Thurs, 9am-5pm).

2012 Seymour Showcase
840 Alger SE

Friday, November 9, 2012
6:30 to 9:00 pm

Our Alger Heights neighbors are invited 
to join with Seymour Church members, 
family and friends in an evening of 
fun and fellowship.  Many Seymour 
members will display their hobbies, 
crafts, collections and/or talents that 
evening.  Free homemade desserts and 
coffee and cider will be served.  You 
are welcome to come and go any time 
between 6:30 and 9:00 pm.  Call the 
church office at 245-8726 or email us 
at info@seymourchurch.org with your 
address if you would like to receive a 
flyer with more Seymour Showcase 
details later.

Grand Rapids Christian 
Church
Introducing the Grand Rapids 
Christian Church to our Alger Heights 
neighbors and friends. We are a non-
denominational, independent Christian 
Church here in the Alger Heights 
neighborhood. We are a small, but 
diverse congregation that exists to 
honor and glorify God, love and nurture 
believers, and offer the “Good News” of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost 
and hurting.
We preach the Bible only, seeking to 
emulate the teaching and person of 
Jesus Christ in compassion, service 
and love in a multi-cultural environment.  
“What Would Jesus Do?” It is our desire 
to come to know Him in such a way 
that we would truly know “what Jesus 
would do”, and thereby fashion our lives 
accordingly. We believe that to many we 
come in contact with each day, we may 
well be the only Jesus they will ever see 
– so we need to reflect Him in our love 
toward others and with a servant’s heart.
To learn more about Grand Rapids 
Christian Church, please visit our 
website at www.gr-christian.org. 
We meet at 2342 Nelson St. S.E. for 
Sunday morning worship at 11 am with 
Sunday school at 10 am.  If you’re 
looking for a church home or would just 
like to drop in and worship with us, you’ll 
find a loving, caring, serving group of 

people who will welcome you with open 
arms! “We are not the only Christians, 
but we are Christians only.” 
“Mom to Mom”:  beginning Saturday, 
9/15/12 at 9 am. We are starting a one 
hour Bible study, fellowship, and prayer 
time entitled, “Mom to Mom”.  If you are 
a mom currently, are an experienced 
mom, or not a mom at all, come for an 
hour of inspiration, encouragement, and 
fellowship with other women.  We will 
be meeting at Grand Rapids Christian 
Church (Nelson St. at Griswold – small 
brick building).

Church and 
School News

Grand Rapids new Trash 
Cart System just might 
save you money
- by Kyle Herrington
Saving money is a good thing, correct?  The 
good news is that the City of Grand Rapids’ 
new Trash Cart System may help you save 
money.  The City is now offering 32, 64, 
or 96-gallon carts for free and instead of 
paying a monthly fee, customers will only 
be charged when the cart is dumped.  The 
new per-dump fee is $2 for 32-gallon, $4 for 
64 gallon or $6 for 96-gallon.  Alternatively, 
residents can continue to use the current 
refuse bags or tags, but the price per bag will 
increase to $2.50 in November and bags will 
only be available for purchase at City offices.
I’m sure you are asking, how does this save 
me money?  The City has estimated that 6 
of the current 30-gallon refuse bags can fit 
into a 96-gallon cart.  Using the bags in this 
example will cost you $9 under the current 
pricing or $15 starting in November, while 
it will only cost $6 per dump for the cart.  
That works out to approximately a $150 
savings per year under current pricing and 
$450 under the new pricing.  Also, if you 
choose not to dump your cart weekly, there is 
potential to save even MORE money!
For more information or to sign up for a trash 
cart, visit the city’s website at www.refuse.
grcity.us or contact them at refuse@grcity.us 
or 456-3232.

Crime Awareness
- by Sam Evans
As fall approaches we tend to do more clean-
up around the yard and gutters and leave our 
garages open.  Make sure that you have full 
visibility of the open garage, otherwise make 
sure the door is shut.
Also make sure that your valuables in your 
home are not in clear view of your windows 
and that all valuables in your car are taken 
out at night and your car is locked.
Thanks to the many neighbors who have 
been calling the police to report suspicious 
persons and cars.  Based upon the 
information that you have been giving to 
them, they caught several of the people that 
were taking items from homes in our area.
Please do not confront the suspicious 
person or vehicle, do not follow them, or 
drive around looking for the suspect.  All of 
these practices could result in a dangerous 
situation for yourself and interfere with the 
neighborhood police work.
We had our first neighborhood watch training 
and had several people attend.  We will 
be have two more sessions and would like 
to invite as many as possible.  We will be 
posting on our facebook page asking for the 
best day of the week and time to have more 
people attend. POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER   456-3400   REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY



The Alger Heights Business Association 
is nearing completion of a new business 
directory.  They will be distributed at local 

You can advertise your business or 
home business in the Alger Heights 
newsletter.  The newsletter is 
distributed to over 1900 homes and 
businesses in Alger Heights.  The rates 
are very reasonable:

Business Card size:  $25.00
Double Business Card size:  $40.00
1/4 Page size:  $75.00

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

Advertising in the AHNA 
newsletter

Worth 
Considering

A Grand Skein
Alger Barber Shop
Alger Hardware & Rental
Alger Height Neighborhood Assn.
Alger Pediatrics
Alger Quick Stop
Alger Shoe Repair & Dry Cleaning
Beauty House
Blondie’s Hair Salon
Chase Bank
Continuum Healing
Creative Window Treatments
CVS Pharmacy

Dahlberg CPA
Express PC
Farmers Insurance Group
Fifth Third Bank
Dr. K. Frieswyk, D.D.S.
Gentleman Fashion
Grand Rapids Public Library
G. Robert Carpenter, Attorney
Great White Fish Chicken 
Joanne Grzeszak, D.O.
Hearts In Step 
Jack’s Automotive
JB’s Pizza

Business News
- by Sam Evans

Saturday, October 27 at 9 am - Alger Middle School
www.alger5k.com

SPONSORS and VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
sponsors@alger5k.com or volunteers@alger5k.com

AHNA Board Meetings               
- by Maia Sieplinga
When I first attended a board meeting 
for AHNA, I had no idea what the board 
was doing at their meetings.  I’ve been 
privileged to be on the board for a 
few months now and wanted to give a 
quick overview of what happens at our 
meetings.  
So, what is it that we do at the board 
meetings?  We hear reports from 
different groups such as Block Captains, 
the Alger Heights Business Association, 
the Crime and Mobile Patrol, etc.  We 
allow any guests to present their 
thoughts or ideas on things we are doing 
or things you would like done.  (If you 
would like to present something to the 
board, please contact a board member 
to ensure we allot time for you in the 
schedule.)  We also designate time 
to discuss any old business from the 
previous month that required follow up 
and to discuss any new items.  Board 
meetings are a lot of fun – I like to 
think of it as getting together with your 
neighbors and talking about the things 
you would like to do to improve the 
neighborhood, to get to know other 
neighbors, things we did that did (or did 
not) go well, and, of course, have fun.  
The board for AHNA meets on the 
second Tuesday of every month at 
7pm at Seymour CRC.  We encourage 
anyone to stop by see what we do; join 
the discussion, or present an idea or 
request to the board.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 
October 9, 2012 at 7pm – we hope to 
see you there!

We have been very pleased with how the ice 
cream/cupcake business has been going. 
Wednesday night book night was a huge 
success this year, we averaged about 300 
kids per night and for the most part things 
went smoothly. We look forward to providing 
this program next year if GVSU is still willing 
to sponsor.  Based on what I have heard, 
they will be. 
Cupcakes - If you haven’t heard the news, 
we auditioned for a show called “Cupcake 
Wars”- this is a pretty popular show on 
the Food Network. We just completed the 
application process, being one of the first 
applicants to submit their video. The casting 
agent liked our video a lot and thinks we 
have a good shot at getting on the show. 
This would provide huge recognition for our 
business, which it already has.  If we are 
selected and on the show, the business 
results can be significant.  This would be 
awesome for not only Alger Heights, but 
Grand Rapids as well. We have had a lot 
of support from excited Sweet Mellisa fans/
customers. Within the past week we have 
had an increase of about 100 likes on face 
book and have seen cupcakes sales nearly 
double. 
Café - Still under renovation. The end 
look will be a modern/industrial look which 

we think will make a great cafe for Alger 
residents and greater Grand Rapids. We 
can’t emphasize enough how important it 
is for us to become a GR location, not just 
an Alger Heights location, If it takes me a 
little longer to get it done the right way that’s 
just how it has to be. We will be serving 
sandwiches, soups, and salads for lunch and 
dinner and most likely be open until 9pm year 
round on the cafe side. 
In the near future, we hopefully will have 
launched our Coffee program, which the 
area should be very excited about. This is 
truly a high end coffee and we are looking to 
prepare it correctly for a very fine product. 
The coffee will be a direct trade coffee, which 
means it is more ethically sourced, and it 
is roasted by some of the nation’s premier 
roasters. It is provided to us through another 
Grand Rapids business, the Direct Trade 
Coffee Club.  One of their owners lives in 
Alger Heights.
So as you can see Sweet Mellisa’s will be 
offering Alger Heights and Greater Grand 
Rapids new and exciting things to come. We 
will keep everyone posted via our facebook 
page, and other sources on the Cupcake 
War’s show. So get out and tell your friends 
and neighbors about Sweet Mellisa’s.

businesses by the end of the month.  
Please continue to support these local 
businesses with your patronage.

Ken’s Fresh Market
Metro PCS/LA Insurance
Michael Malinowski, Attorney
Dr. T. Nykamp, D.D.S.
Open Arms Daycare
Over The Top Dance Studio
The Posh Pet
Real Food Cafe
Ryan & Hart Party Store
Sherwood Realty
Dr. L. Soper, D.C.
Sweet Mellisa’s Ice Cream

Sweet Mellisa’s update



Saving Money and 
Sleeping Better
-by Bob Synk
My upstairs bedroom is freezing cold 
in the winter so when the people from 
Better Buildings showed up at our 
National Night Out celebration I signed 
up for an energy audit.
The audit is quite thorough starting with 
a “blower door test.” They constructed 
a cover blocking my front door except 
for a hole for the fan. We closed all 
the other doors and windows and 
turned on the fan. Instruments on the 
fan measured and recorded the air 
movement. This tells them how leaky 
the house is and they provided a chart 
showing how my house compares to a 
well-sealed house (not very well).
While the fan was blowing they also 
went through the house with an infra-
red camera. This showed different 
temperatures in different colors so we 
could clearly see where the hot air 
from outside was being sucked in. This 
enabled them to identify the places their 
spray foam sealant will have the most 
effect.
There are also give-a-ways. Compact 
florescent light bulbs, faucet aerators, 
pipe wrap and a programmable 
thermostat are installed where needed. 
Plus they check your gas pipes for any 
leaks.
My house will soon be better sealed and 
insulated. I am looking forward to more 
comfort and lower energy bills. I highly 
recommend this program to anyone in 
Alger Heights. The $99 I paid for the 
energy audit is a real bargain. To help 
pay for the actual work you can choose 
a low interest loan (1.99% APR) or a 
discount. The amount of the discount 
varies depending on your total cost but 
can be as high as $1500.
To sign up visit www.bbmgr.org or call 
451-3051 x24.

Steve DeJong’s
Mower Repair

Over 15
years

experience

FAST
Turnaround

I will tune up your lawnmower 
for this season.

Price - $50.00 
plus parts (Pickup and delivery extra)

616-243-3463

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssocation.

Like Us on 
Facebook...

COLDWELL BANKER
AJS, SCHMIDT

PHIL ELBURN, ABR
REALTOR

HELPING YOU BUY AND SELL YOUR HOME

3744 28TH STREET SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49512
616-498-3120
616-949-6579
PHILE@GRAR.COM

POLICE
NON-EMERGENCY

NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT

SUSPICIOUS
ACTIVITY

Respect
- Rick Schmeling
Living in the city is great.  We are close to the shopping malls, grocery stores, and parks.  We 
have lots of neighbors to share barbecues, birthday parties and even lend a quick hand when 
needed. However, living in the city with houses in close proximity also means that problems are 
bound to occur.  Whether it is loose trash, loud music, barking dogs, or something else entirely,
here are a few tips on dealing with neighbor disputes.
Get to know your neighbors.  It easier to speak about a problem when you are on friendly 
terms.  Make a point to get to know your neighbors so you can work together to keep the street 
nice.  If the neighbor continues to disrupt the neighborhood then it is time to call the authority.  
Whether that is the police, for loud music, barking dogs, or drunken behavior or the city of 
Grand Rapids, for not mowing lawn, trash, or other cosmetics. You may also contact the rental 
agency or homeowner if 
the offender is renting the 
property.
If you need assistance 
mediating a dispute, the 
AHNA board or block 
captains are here to help!
We need to remember that 
what makes Alger Heights 
a great neighborhood are 
the friendly people and the 
great family atmosphere.  
Let’s work together to keep 
“the Heights” a wonderful 
place to live!



We are still in need of several Block 
Captains on the streets listed below.  
Brooklyn – Alger to Nevada
Brooklyn – Nevada to 28th
Alto – Blaine – Burton
Merrifield – Eastern to Blaine
Ottillia – Blaine to Nelson
Nelson St. – Kalamazoo to Burton
Nelson Appartment – 2 Block Captains
Walsh – North Side Eastern to Blaine

Jordan Bush: President
450-8496   jordanbush@yahoo.com
Term ends 2013
Bob Synk: Vice President
516-3270   bobsynk@sbcglobal.net
Term ends 2014
Maia Sieplinga: Secretary
304-5952
Maia_Sieplinga@usc.salvationarmy.org
Term ends 2015
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block captain 
coordinator
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2015

AHNA Board of Directors

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean 
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) 
and help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d 
like to roll it over to an Edward Jones Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 
paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 
that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with Edward 
Jones about your 401(k) options, call or visit your 
local financial advisor today.

If You Aren’t at Your Last Job,   
   Why Is Your 401(k)?

Scott P McPheeters, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.
924 Cherry St S.E. Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-451-8645

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean 
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) 
and help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d 
like to roll it over to an Edward Jones Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 
paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 
that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with Edward 
Jones about your 401(k) options, call or visit your 
local financial advisor today.

If You Aren’t at Your Last Job,   
   Why Is Your 401(k)?

Scott P McPheeters, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.
924 Cherry St S.E. Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-451-8645

Block captains needed
- by Sam Evans

,

Meet Alger Height’s New 
Community Coordinator 

Jennifer Reidsma 
has been hired 
as the new 
Community 
Coordinator for 
Alger Heights. 
This is a brand 
new position for 
Alger Heights. 
She was hired 
by a new entity: 
The Alger Heights 
Collaborative.  
The current 
membership of 

the Collaborative is made up of Seymour 
CRC, Alger Park CRC, Tabernacle 
Community Church and The Branch church.  
While the Collaborative is looking to increase 
its members to include local businesses, 
Alger Middle School, AHNA, and residents, 
the emphasis of her position and that of 
the Collaborative will be on developing 
neighborhood initiatives based on the 
interests, concerns, and assets of residents 
(and other stakeholders). She will be out 
in the community listening to residents and 
businesses owners to find out what they 
would like to see happen in Alger Heights. 
She will also be spending time finding ways 
to connect neighbors to one another.  

Jennifer and her husband, Kyle, have 
lived in Alger Heights for eight years. She 
graduated from GVSU with degrees in 
Sociology (Community and Organizational 
Leadership) and Geography.  Previously, 
she worked as a Transportation Planner for 
seven years at a local engineering firm.  For 
the last four years she has stayed at home 
with their two daughters. The Reidsma family 
can be seen around Alger Heights enjoying 
the library, parks, community garden and 
the local businesses. Jenn has an office 
at Tabernacle Community Church and can 
be reached at 616-988-9268 (ext. 205) or 
jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org.  Feel free 
to contact her with your ideas to make the 
neighborhood better!

Jennings – Kalamazoo to Oakfield
Louise – Kalamazoo to Oakfield
Alger – North Side Kalamazoo to Eastern
Block Captain Procedure: Be the contact 
person for your neighbors. Distribute 
Newsletters, fliers, and other materials. 
Maintain a list of neighbors on their street 
and distribute Welcome bag to new 
neighbors.
If you would be interested in finding out 
more and would like to be a Block Captain,  
please contact Sam Evans at massnave1@
att.net or by phone 540-2107.

Melinda Bouma: ON LEAVE
443-3276   melindabouma@gmail.com
Term ends 2014
Jerry Montague:
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2014
Laura Muresan:
452-4360   lauraslastditch@yahoo.com
Term ends2014
Printess Naves:
452-7049
Term ends 2014
Rick Schmeling:
443-2168   greengobob@gmail.com
Term ends 2014

Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2014
Kyle Herrington:
648-3856   iowa333@hotmail.com
Term ends 2015
Jill Sieve:
481-6464   jksieve904@gmail.com
Term ends 2014
Ginny Hartger:
245-9832   ghartger@juno.com   



PUMPKIN FEST
WED. - OCTOBER 31, 2012 - 6-8pm

For more informatioin... see details on page 1
Alger Park Church - 2655 Eastern Ave. SE - Questions? Call 452-9686


