
parties need to agree on follow-up action to 
avoid the dreaded rabies shots.
• Crime goes up and down, but between 
our more watchful eyes and our great 
police department, we have had good 
success with curbing crime in our area.  
Keep up the great work and don’t forget to 
call the non-emergency number (456-3400) 
if you see something suspicious.  However, 
if you see actual criminal activity, “CALL 
911” and keep observing until the police 
arrive.

Our city has also been helpful, especially 
with our own “5K” race in making it a 
great success.  We look forward to an 
even greater event this year.  Be sure to 
come and watch the race, or maybe even 
volunteer.

I’m sure most of you have been to our 
new businesses in our own Alger Heights 
business district.  Knitting, eating or buying 
supplies for use at home, we have great 
businesses available.  And “YES”, the 
ice cream shop will be open – check the 
newsletter.

OK, so much for the past; now for the 
future.  We have great new members on 
the board and I look forward to more of 
their fresh ideas.  Fasten your seat belts 
and watch them take charge – just check 
out our Face Book page - Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association, or consider 
the newsletter being all digital to everyone 
instantly, or crime updates instantly, or 
buying and selling within the neighborhood, 

- the sky is the limit.  Wow, I’m tired thinking 
about it. 

I’ll be around, and I hope to see many 
of you at the upcoming events in OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD.  A great big THANKS 
to each of you that have stepped up and 
helped.  

Dave Thrasher, President - until our May 
8th Annual meeting.  
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Annual Meeting - Tuesday, May 8, 2012

President’s 
Notes...

Please join us for our AHNA Annual 
Meeting.  We will have several presenters 
regarding our community, including the 
City of Grand Rapids (Stacy Dubose from 
Streets/Sanitation), Grand Rapids Police 
Department, Alger Middle School, the Kroc 
Center, and of course our business district.  
Be sure to be there to meet some of our 
business owners.  We will have giveaways 
and refreshments. 

We will be electing fi ve (5) board members, 
two for a two (2) year term and three for 

“Time waits for no man.”  My time of service 
on AHNA board is no exception.  Six years 
of service with three of those years as 
president, have been fast but certainly 
enjoyable.

We have tried to get more neighbors 
involved in activities, as well as keeping a 
watchful eye for “our immediate neighbors”.  
Our activities help to entertain and educate, 
but mostly just to bring us closer together.  I 
trust you know more of your neighbors now 
and know them better than ever before.

As I have observed over the past six years, 
I have seen improvements in several areas 
– my hat is off to those of you responsible:
• Cleaner sidewalks during the winter 
(yes, I know this was a mild winter, but still 
better).  We help to make our neighborhood 
friendlier when we have better ability to get 
around.
• Dog lovers – we are doing a better job 
of not leaving any evidence of our dog 
walking activities. Need I say more... keep 
up the good work.  Also, remember, you 
are responsible for your dog’s actions at 
all times.  One biting incident occurred 
recently and the dog owner did not stay 
around to let their dog be tested.   Both 

a three (3) year term.  If you know of any 
possible qualifi ed people that would make 
good board members, let one of the current 
board members know the information.  
Also, if you have information to share or 
something you need, please let one of the 
board members know so we can add it to 
the agenda.  

Seymour Church is located at 840 Alger 
SE and is handicap accessible. Invite 
a neighbor to come with you. We look 
forward to seeing each of you.

You are invited to the
Alger Heights

Neighborhood Association 
Annual Meeting

Tuesday, May 8, 2012
7:00 pm

Seymour Church
(840 Alger Street SE)

Invite your new neighbors 
and join us.  Make AHNA 

yours... get involved! 

In This Issue...



Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Watch
- by Laura Muresan

Recycling Program... Join 
the movement!

Have you seen someone suspicious in the 
neighborhood? Perhaps a car driving slowly 
that might be casing for a break-in, or a 
group of teens that look like they’re up to 
no good? The police welcome you to call 
the non-emergency number, 456-3400, to 
report anything that seems suspicious--
even if you’re not sure. Program it into your 
phone, or commit it to memory. Indeed, it is 
proactive neighbors which help to keep our 

As many of you know, Grand Rapids offers 
a free recycling program and each area 
can earn points for recycling! These points 
translate into FREE rewards for you and 
your neighbors, so the more you recycle, 
the more you earn.   If you aren’t signed 
up or if you have any questions about 
the program, you can call 456-3232 or 
visit www.mygrcityrecycles.us. It pays to 
recycle, and everybody earns more points 
if we all do our part. Join the recycling 
movement in Alger Heights today!

into? Post it--then your neighbors will know 
to remove all valuables, and park the car in 
driveway instead of the road. Lose a dog? 
Found a dog? Post it.  Tell your neighbors. 
With active participation, thugs don’t stand 
a chance. 

area one of the safest in Grand Rapids. (Of 
course, if you see a crime in progress, 911 
is the number of choice.)

It’s nearly inevitable that something will 
happen, though, and alerting the police and 
your neighbors is a good way to stop what 
could become a rash of break-ins into a 
single event, or better yet, a failed attempt 
resulting in an arrest. 

Many of you use Facebook; at the 
time of this writing, the Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association Facebook Page 
is 749 members strong. Our Facebook 
page alerts you to community news and 
events; however, since many members 
may only see posts from the moderators, 
it’s of limited use for crime-prevention. 

Enter the Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Watch.  An extension of our AHNA 
Facebook page, The Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Watch is a new Facebook 
group which allows all members (not only 
the moderators) to post something which 
fellow members will see right away. The 
suspicious person walking down your street 
that you reported to the police? Post it to 
the Neighborhood Watch group. That way, 
your neighbors down the street see your 
notification, head to the front window, and 
start watching, too. Did your car get broken 

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch group:  www.facebook.com/groups/181257758651735/



Spring is in the air and so is the next 
Tabitha’s Closet giveaway. Tell your 
neighbors, coworkers and friends, then 
mark your own calendar for the next 
giveaway that will take place on April 21 
from 9:00am-11:00am in the Worship 
Center at Tabernacle Community Church. 
The giveaway is open to the public and only 
costs 25 cents per bag. 

So what are you waiting for, go ahead and 
start your spring cleaning. Please donate 
any new or gently used spring clothes (of 
all sizes) and toys you no longer use. Drop 
all donations off at Entrance C, just outside 
of the Worship Center entrance. Donations 
may be dropped off on Sundays or during 
the week, Monday-Thursday from 9:00am-
5:00pm.  We will not be accepting any 
winter items at this time. All leftover winter 
clothes from the last giveaway have been 
donated to either Mel Trotter Ministries 
or shipped to our friends in Liberia, West 
Africa.

Spring is bringing warmer days and we’re 
beginning to think about garden season!  
The Alger Heights Community Garden 
is a wonderful way to meet your neighbors 
and to get involved in your community!  
If you are interested in a plot for the 
season, please contact the garden at 
algercommunitygardens@gmail.com! 
You can also find us on Facebook!  Hope to 
see you there!

Important Dates for the Community 
Garden Club:
Member Garden Spring Clean Up:  
Wednesday, May 2nd @ 6:30pm
Garden Planting Day:   
Saturday, May 19th @ 11am
Garden Party:
July ???
Harvest Party:    
September 1st or 29th
Fall Clean Up:    
Saturday, Oct 13th
Garden Closed for the Season:  
Saturday, Oct 20th

Our neighborhood race on October 29, 
2011 was a GREAT success with over 
1000 participants in the 5K and Kids Fun 
Run.  There were really creative, fun 
individual and group costumes. We had an 
overall great morning as we encouraged 
healthy activity in our neighborhood and 
raised funds for AHNA and Kids’ Food 
Basket.

This year’s race will be on Saturday, 
October 27 at 9 am at Alger Middle 
School.  Check out our “revised” website for 
race times and pictures from last year and 
information on registration.

www.alger5k.com
Online registration is $18 through 
September 1st! We are always looking for 
SPONSORS and VOLUNTEERS.  If you 
are interested, please email sponsors@
alger5k.com or volunteers@alger5k.
com.  With great support in these areas, 
we will have a wonderful race again this 
year.  Thank you, Alger Heights!

Official Garden Work Days will be 
every Thursday night at 6:30pm! 

Tabitha’s Closet Giveaway 
at Tabernacle Community 
Church - April 21st

Alger Heights Community Garden is getting ready for 2012



 Most of us are so blessed, 
we’re cursed--cursed with 
clutter, in our basements, 
garages, and closets. It 
doesn’t have to be that 
way, though--not when 
Alger Heights hosts an 
annual neighborhood 
garage sale. Why not 
clear some extra space, 
and in the process, 
bless others with some 
bargains? Our 2012 
neighborhood sale is May 
18 and 19, 9:00 to 5:00. 
 If you’re having a sale, 
you are welcome to go to 
Facebook>Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association>Events> Alger 
Heights Neighborhood Garage Sale, and in 
the comments section, post your address 
and what sorts of items you’re offering. 

The direct link is www.facebook.com/
events/103647393094184/  

The neighborhood sale also will be posted 
on Craigslist, the Grand Rapids Press, 
and on the AHNA Facebook page. You are 
responsible for your own signage.

Garage Sale Tips:
Designate an area for household rejects 
(I call mine the “donation station”). When 
you find something your life will be just as 
full and complete without, toss it into the 
box. Keep a roll of masking tape or some 
labels and a marker near the box. If you 
price as you go, garage sale morning will 
be a breeze. Don’t sell yourself short by 
pricing stuff far too low. Each item needs 
only one buyer. Have a tacky plastic plant 
you think no one will buy because it’s too 
ugly? Price it as if you love it, because 
someone will! You might be surprised 
by what people will buy. You can always 
throw something out after the sale, so why 
not put it out and see what happens? Put 
out anything and everything. Just because 
you think it’s junk, doesn’t mean someone 
else will. An item only needs to find one 
loving home. Don’t forget the FREE box. 
All those used crayons, random Legos, 

partially used shampoos, cans of pickled 
beets you never should’ve bought--don’t 
toss them, put them in a special box to give 
away. You might just brighten someone’s 
day. If you’re put off by having to price 
every item, try labeling your tables instead: 
a 50-cent table, a dollar table, etc. A good 
thing about this method is you can easily 
change your prices, simply by changing 
the table the item is on. If you don’t think 
you have enough for a sale, pool with a 
neighbor, or invite your parents or friends 
to participate, too. Don’t let other people 
just dump on you, though. If they want to 
participate, make sure they bring their own 
tables and price their own stuff (and bring 
you lunch from JB’s, Real Food, or Great 
White)! Set up close to the road if you 
can--this is more eye-catching than having 
the sale way back in your garage, and 
people will be more likely to stop. Furniture 
and large items encourage people to get 
out of their cars, so see if you can come 
up with some big items. If you set up close 
to the road, you won’t even need a sign in 
front of your house. Most garage sales 
have lots of stuff for women and kids, 
and not so much for men. If you offer 
tools, hoses, or mowers, people will love 
you for it. When you’re done, haul the 
leftovers to the curb with a giant “FREE” 
sign, or take them to a local thrift store. 
Then, count your cash, and enjoy your 
extra space!

The great weekend cash-in - by Laura Muresan

Alger Heights Annual 
Neighborhood Garage Sale

May 18 & 19 - 9:00am - 5:00pm

Church and 
School News
Alger Middle School is 
seeking volunteers who are interested 
in providing enrichment activities for 
Saturday School students, beginning 
April 14th. 

Enrichment activity must be at least 
45 minutes in length and can be 
done anytime between 9am-12pm 
on any Saturday, beginning April 
14th. Enrichment activities can include 
but are not limited to: arts & crafts, life 
skills, music, sports, cooking, theatre, 
dance, etc. Any special skills or talents 
are welcome.  Note: Activity must be 
appropriate for middle school students.

For more information, or if you 
are interested in this volunteering 
opportunity, please contact:
Tersee Nande
Community School Coordinator
819-7896 / tnande@dablodgett.org 

Springhill Day Camp
Tabernacle Community Church will 
be hosting Spring Hill Day Camp on 
August 13-17 from 9:00am-4:00pm. 
Any child who has completed 
kindergarten thru 4th grade can 
register. Day Camp includes awesome 
activities like the climbing wall, crafts, 
low ropes, slingshot, water activities, 
euro-bungee, flying squirrel, silly 
games and much more!Please make 
sure that your child has a refillable 
water bottle every day and a lunch. 
Campers need to be prepared to 
play hard and get dirty. They should 
wear sturdy shoes (no sandals) and 
should bring a bathing suit, towel 
and sunscreen every day. A change 
of clothes is also recommended. 
Please be sure your child’s name 
is on everything he or she brings to 
camp. Cost is $119 per week for each 
child. To register online go to http://
springhillcamps.com or call (231) 
734.2616. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call TCC’s office at 
(616) 988-9268. 

Alger Park CRC Vacation Bible 
School Summer Program - Save the 
Date! From Monday June 18-Thursday 
June 21, 2012 from 6:30-8:45 pm. 
Children entering Kindergarten-8th 
grade are welcome.  Held at Alger 
Park Church at 2655 Eastern Ave SE. 
Questions? Call 452-9686 for more 
information.



Alger Heights is pleased to introduce 
Sweet Mellisa’s Cupcakes & Ice Cream 
opening April 14th from 11am-11pm!!  

New owners Steve and Mellisa Verstrate 
have three young children and have lived in 
Alger heights for 4 years.  They purchased 
the business, formerly known as Sundaes 
in the Heights, a few months ago and will 
be offering some of the same menu items 
as well as some new specialties!  Some 
of the new menu items will include many 
flavors of gourmet cupcakes as well as their 
specialty: cupcake sundaes!  YUM!

Visit their website:
www.sweetmellisascupcakes.com
to see their cupcake selection and special 
packages!  Regular hours will be from 
11am – 9pm weekdays, and Sunday’s 
from 1pm – 8pm.  The hours are subject to 
change. They will be opening the restaurant 
portion of the building in the summer and 
will be offering specialty sandwiches and 
soups along with beverages.

Please stop by and welcome them to the 
neighborhood.

Spectrum Health’s Mobile 
Mammography Unit will be in 
the Seymour Church parking lot (840 
Alger SE) on Friday, May 18, 2012,   
from 9 am - 4 pm.

Call 942-5806 for more information or 
to schedule an appointment...

You must pre-register!
Free to all women over 40 with or 
without insurance!

The city will be introducing a new 
city refuse system this fall.  They will 
be furnishing carts and you will pay 
as they are picked up.  More details 
will be given at the Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association Annual 
meeting on May 8, 2012.

You can advertise your business or 
home business in the Alger Heights 
Newsletter.  The newsletter is 
distributed to over 1900 homes and 
businesses in Alger Heights.  The rates 
are very reasonable:

Business Card size:  $25.00
Double Business Card size:  $40.00
1/4 Page size:  $75.00

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

New business opening

Alger Barber Shop

Ken’s Market

City Refuse

Advertising in the AHNA 
newsletter

Did you know that we have our own barber 
shop right here in Alger Heights.  The two 
barbers, Harm Faber and Bob Schaner, 
have well over 50 years of experience and 
are very friendly.  It is located on Eastern 
Avenue right next to Ken’s Market.

Their hours are:
Monday thru Friday 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Saturday’s 7:30am – 12:00pm.

Their prices are competitive.  Walk-ins are 
welcome and you can also call 243-2697 
for an appointment.  It is a great place to 
get a haircut and get plenty of conversation 
and history on the neighborhood.  Please 
check them out.

Trash Day has long been one of my favorite 
days of the year. Or “Dumpster Day” as 
we called it when I was in the South Hill 
neighborhood. By any name it would smell 
as sweet!

This year’s Trash Day will be Saturday, 
June 23rd, at the usual Seymour Church 

location, from 8am till noon. Look in the 
newsletter insert for details.

All of us who participate can be thankful 
that the City of Grand Rapids is able to 
provide this service. Until receiving word in 
late March, we were not at all certain that 
the city would be able to afford it this year.

Did you know that you can now go 
online and check out their Weekly Ad on 
“Facebook” or at Kensfruitmarket.com.

Worth 
Considering

Trash Day 
- by Bob Synk

Trash Day - Saturday June 23 - Seymour Church - 8am-Noon



BLOCK PARTY TIME!

How to host a block party
- by Melinda Bouma

Block Parties are a great way to get to 
know your neighbors, build community, 
and welcome new Alger Heights home 
owners into the area. And, they are simple 
to do and now we’ve provided step-by-step 
instructions to make it even easier.
1) First step is to decide to be the catalyst 
to make this happen. If you know your 
block captain, talk to them about leading 
the charge, but if you don’t currently have a 
block captain, then you may be leading the 
charge solo at first (and you may discover 
it’s so much fun that you want to sign up to 
be the block captain!)
2) Pick a date. You could pick a date that 
corresponds to other local Alger events, 
such as Dumpster Day (as long as the 
event will be done by the time you start, 
since the roads will likely be closed off for 
your block party), or any date in the spring, 
summer or fall.
3) Make up flyers for your block, send 
them to Ginny (ginny@seymourchurch.
org) because she will graciously print them 
off for you (black & white only). You are 
then responsible to walk them around to 
everyone 4 weeks in advance. Include a 
way to RSVP, and encourage everyone 
to participate by asking for people to sign 
up to bring specific items: plates, plastic 
silverware, chips, potato salad, etc. 

4) Contact an AHNA board member to get 
connected for closing off the street for your 
block on that day. A permit is needed if you 
plan to block the street.
5) Also ask the board member about a
small grant towards covering the cost of 
food for your block party, and if there are 
grants available this year, get an application 
form.
6) Find out from those attending who has 
a grill that they’d be willing to bring to 
the party, and organize the cooks for the 
afternoon/evening!
7) Pick up great grilling foods from Ken’s 
Food Market – you may even want to order 
ahead and let them know the pick-up date 
so that there is sure to be plenty of meat 
available.
8) Follow-up with flyers a week before to 
remind everyone and encourage them to 
still come, even if they haven’t RSVP’d.
9) When the big day arrives, get the grills 
and cooks organized, lay out a bunch of 
long tables for people to set food on, and 
have everyone bring chairs or blankets to 
sit on. Hang out and enjoy getting to know 
your neighbors!
For a more detailed step-by-step plan for 
planning and hosting a block party, contact 
Ginny at Seymour Church at 245-8726 or 
ginny@seymourchurch.org for a helpful 
planning guide.

Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association Annual Meeting

Tuesday, May 8, 2012, 7 pm
Seymour Church

Be a part of your community!

One of my neighbors asked about the 
litter at the bus stop at Eastern and 
Everglade. There used to be a trash 
can at the stop but it disappeared 
a couple years ago. The answer I 
got from “The Rapid” is that they 
only provide trash cans where they 
have shelters. The bus stops with 
the most traffic get the shelters. 
Every time someone gets on a bus 
it is automatically counted and those 
statistics are periodically reviewed to 
see if any new shelters are warranted.

There was a time when the city 
provided trash cans at some bus stops 
but that has been discontinued. So it is 
up to us residents if we want to provide 
a trash can and empty it when needed.

I work in Zeeland so it is quite rare for 
me to ride the bus. I did take the bus 
to the Griffins hockey game that was 
advertised in the last newsletter. The 
bus driver was friendly and helpful. 
It was a nice trip with no hassle of 
finding a parking space. Before going I 
checked www.ridetherapid.org to verify 
the route, which turned out to be very 
convenient. They have a wealth of 
information online to help you find the 
right bus to get you to your destination. 
There are also several ticket buying 
options. I had them mail me a ten ride 
ticket so I’ll be ready next time I have to 
go downtown.

Bus stop
- by Bob Synk

Steve DeJong’s
Mower Repair

Over 15
years

experience

FAST
Turnaround

I will tune-up your lawnmower 
for this season.

Price - $50.00 
plus parts (Pickup and delivery extra)

616-243-3463



For some time now, we’ve been including 
information in our newsletter about calling 
the police when you see suspicious 
vehicles or persons.  We have had several 
arrests because of your being observant.  
The following is a story that happened 
recently:

A neighbor’s son saw 2 suspicious persons 
walking around carrying snow shovels as 
if they were looking to shovel driveways. 
They were walking past homes very 
slowly. They came back with another 
person and one driving a car, without 
their shovels, to a house that had no one 
at home.  After looking around several 
times, they proceeded to jump the fence.   
The neighbor’s son got the license plate 
number.  The son alerted his dad and they 
called the police.  The police arrived as the 
suspicious persons were leaving the house.  
The police chased and captured them, and 
the person driving the car.  All items were 
recovered and returned to the owner.
This is why we emphasize getting to know 
your neighbors and the surroundings.
The police like it when you call them with 
suspicious person or vehicles - this helps 
them in crime prevention.

Remember, with the warmer weather, 
please make sure that your doors and 

Melinda Bouma:
443-3276   melindabouma@gmail.com
Term ends 2014
Jordan Bush: Vice President
450-8496   jordanbush@yahoo.com
Term ends 2013
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Mobile Patrol, 
Welcome bag, Block captain coordinator
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2012
Jerry Montague:
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2014
Laura Muresan:
452-4360   lauraslastditch@yahoo.com
Term ends2014
Prentice Naves:
452-7049   keepitmoving910@yahoo.com
Term ends 2014
Rick Schmeling:
443-2168   greengobob@gmail.com
Term ends 2014
Bob Synk:
516-3270   bobsynk@sbcglobal.net
Term ends 2014
Dave Thrasher: President, Newsletter
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2012
Melanie Veldman: Secretary
490-0719   melaniev@algerparkchurch.org
Term ends 2012

windows are closed and locked when 
you leave your home.  Keep your bikes, 
mowers, and tools from being left outside.  
Keep valuables out of your car/truck and 
keep the vehicles locked.

Date: Thursday, March 15
          Thursday, April 19
          Thursday, May 17
Time: 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.
Location: Edward Jones, 924 Cherry St SE, Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
RSVP: Contact Michelle at 451-8645 to reserve your seat

Call today to reserve space for yourself and a guest at this free education
seminar. Dinner will be served.

Scott P McPheeters Financial Advisor
924 Cherry St. SE Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49506  616-451-8645

Crime reduction - paying 
attention pays off for Alger 
Heights neighborhood

AHNA Board of Directors
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Block captain appreciation 
breakfast and training
- by Melinda Bouma

If you are currently a block captain, on the 
bubble of becoming a block captain, or 
curious about what it means to be a block 
captain, put Saturday, April 21, 9am – 
10:30am on your calendar.

We’ll be meeting at 9am, at Seymour 
Church, to celebrate and train our block 
captains. Breakfast will be provided, and it 
will be a time to gather, get to know each 
other, thank you for what you do for our 
neighborhood, and also provide you some 
training and answer any questions you 
have.

If you’re interested or curious about 
becoming a block captain, this is also a 
time to come and learn what it is like, what 
is expected, and how to do it.  Please RSVP 
to Ginny (ginny@seymourchurch.org) or 
Sam (massnave1@att.net).

We look forward to seeing you at Seymour 
CRC, 9am, on April 21!



2422 EASTERN AVENUE  SE
Hours:

Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Harm Faber Bob Schaner
Appointments: Phone: 243-2697

COLDWELL BANKER
AJS, SCHMIDT

PHIL ELBURN, ABR
REALTOR

HELPING YOU BUY AND SELL YOUR HOME

3744 28TH STREET SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49512
616-498-3120
616-949-6579
PHILE@GRAR.COM

 

Session 1: 5/14 - 6/25 (no 5/28)
Session 2: 7/16 - 8/27 (no 8/13)
Session 3: 9/10 - 10/15

$45 for a 6-week session
$100 for all 18 workouts
$10 per workout

BOOTCAMP BASICS
with Leah Bush, Certified Personal Trainer

Mondays 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Join us for a second season of moderate to high intensity workouts 
outside at Alger Middle School!  All fitness levels accepted.  Learn basic 
moves to take home with you while getting a full body workout focusing 
on efficient calorie burning!!  To register email: leahmbush@yahoo.com


