
- Ginny Hartger

Tuesday, May 9 at 7pm - Alger Middle School -
 • Meet Your Neighbors  • Special Speakers
 • State Your Concerns  • Refreshments
 • Board Member Elections • Prize Raffl e 

The Annual Meeting of the Alger Heights Neighborhood Association will take place 
Tuesday, May 9 at the Alger Heights Middle School - 921 Alger Street SE. The 
meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M. with items to be addressed including: the election of 
three open board member positions, review of fi nancial reports, special community 
guest speakers, and upcoming volunteer opportunities for 2017 and beyond.
Board member elections will be for (3) three year term positions. General board 
responsibilities include: attending monthly meetings on the second Tuesday 
of every month, writing articles for the quarterly newsletter, and assisting with 
community events throughout the year.  Interested community members should 
submit a short-biography or any questions to Alger Heights Board President 
Shannon Bruin at shannonmurphy11@gmail.com. 

Come to the annual meeting, let your voice be heard, win a raffl e prize (must be 
present), enjoy some delicious baked goods, and fi nd out what is happening in 
the Heights! Can’t make it? Join us for our monthly meetings held the second 
Tuesday of each month 7 - 8:00 p.m. at the Seymour Church - 840 Alger Street SE. 
Meetings are open to the public and handicap accessible.

Dear Neighbors and Friends,

Coming in May we will host our AHNA 
Annual Meeting. At this time every 
year new board members are elected 
to open seats. As a board that seeks 
to represent our neighborhood, we 
are looking to fi ll our empty seats with 
individuals whom are refl ective of the 
diverse body of neighbors we seek to 
serve and include. Please consider 
nominating yourself, or a qualifi ed and 
interested neighbor, who represents the 
diversity of this community and would be 
willing to add their voice to the effort of 
community development here in Alger 
Heights. 

All interested parties please send a 
short bio and explanation of interest 
via email to Shannon Bruin at 
shannonmurphy11@gmail.com

Thank you!

Shannon Bruin
AHNA Board President

Spring 2017
April, May, June 2017

PO Box 7809, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507

A note � �  the
President...

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch page:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch

C�e�� u� �u� ������... algerheights.org
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Shannon Bruin: President
893-8025   shannonmurphy11@gmail.com Term ends 2017
Tyler Bekius: Vice President
502-4556   tyler.bekius@gmail.com Term ends 2018
Carissa Bakker: Secretary
307-5683   carissabakker89@gmail.com Term ends 2017
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block Connector coordinator, Welcome 
bag, Mobile patrol, Crime Prevention
540-2107   massnave1@att.net  Term ends 2018
Jon Hall:
560-8556   cnw8835@yahoo.com  Term ends 2018
Josh Schroyer:
292-2801   jsschroyer@gmail.com Term ends 2018 
Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com  Term ends 2018
Jerry Montague: Newsletter
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com Term ends 2017
Rick Savino:
550-1450   ricksavino@yahoo.com Term ends 2019
Mary Mauro:
262-1956   mary.mauro15@gmail.com Term ends 2019
Natalie Thue:
238-1882   natalie@businessconnectworld.com Term ends 2019
Maia Sieplinga:
304-5952   pujitajoy@gmail.com  Term ends 2018

AHNA Board of Directors: 2016 - 2017
AHNA board meetings are on the second Tuesday of every month, at 
7:00 pm, at Seymour Church (840 Alger SE – use south entrance, the 
building is handicap accessible).  Anyone is welcome to attend to see 
what we do and bring any questions or concerns to the board.  We 
cordially invite you to attend.  In May, we meet for the Annual Meeting.



Grand Rapids will unveil its new $2.8 
million redesigned Indian Trails Golf and 
Practice Facility at a Saturday, June 10 
celebration. Tickets for the “Indian Trails 
Grand Re-Opening Golf Tournament to 
benefit Youth Recreation” are now on sale 
at indiantrailsgc.org. 

The two-person scramble event at the 
historic and refreshed 87-year-old course 
(2776 Kalamazoo Ave.) features two 
flights scheduled at 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Proceeds will go to fund recreation 
programs for underprivileged youth in 
Grand Rapids.

The $75 single player fee includes:
•  Lunch (before or after the shotgun start)
•  A Favor Bag
•  18 holes with cart
•  On-course snacks and beverages
•  $10,000 Hole in One opportunities on 
four holes
•  $10,000 Long Putt opportunity
•  Members of the winning duo receive 
a 2017 Membership package at Indian 
Trails.

Tournament sponsors include: “Hole in 
One Partners” Meijer, RDV Corporation 
and Ibex Insurance. For sponsorship 
opportunities contact Laura Cleypool at 
456-3682.

The Indian Trails Golf Tournament is 
the signature event for the 2017 Grand 
Re-Opening year. See Part 2 about 
the redevelopment of Indian Trails, our 
neighborhood treasure, in the next issue 
of Happenings. Go to the Indian Trails Golf 
Course facebook page for more details 
and photos of the redevelopment.
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Annual
Neighborhood
Sales
Friday, May 19 and
Saturday, May 20
- by Ginny Hartger

Spring is here and many of you are probably feeling the urge to “refresh 
the nest.” If you have items to part with, the annual garage sale weekend is 
near.

Lots of folks will be in our area looking for your sale. Clear out the attic, 
basement, closets, cupboards and garage and earn some $$.

The Alger Heights Neighborhood Association will advertise the annual 
garage and yard sale weekend.  It will be posted on Craigslist, GRKids.com, 
the Grand Rapids Press, and on the AHNA Facebook page. Participants 
provide their own signage. If you are holding a sale, you’re welcome to 
email or call Jenn Reidsma at jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org or 616-
988-6268 ext 205 with your address and the types of items you’re offering 
and you will be added to the google map with all of the garage sales in the 
neighborhood. We will also provide paper copies of the map to interested 
participants for distribution at their garage sale. Happy Selling!

Golf Tournament 
Registration Now 
Open
Indian Trails celebrates its Grand 
Rapids re-opening with a June 10 
charity golf outing

Harvest Health Foods invites you to 
join their 65th Anniversary Celebration.
Harvest Health Foods began in 1952 
with founder Henry Diedering’s passion 
to bring wholesome nutritious food to his 
neighborhood.

Today 65 years later, Harvest Health 
Foods has grown to be West Michigan’s 
source for healthy groceries, healthy 
vitamins, and healthy answers. They 
have grown to three locations, three 
generations of Henry’s family involved 
in the business and over 75 outstanding 
staff members who are passionate about 
the health of our community. There is an 
interesting video of their story on their 
website www.harvesthealthfoods.com.

Harvest Health is your go-to natural 
and organic foods store, providing 
you with a large selection of certified 
organic produce, bulk items, herbs and 
spices, gluten-free foods, dairy-free, 

nut-free, and other allergen free foods, 
organic beer and wine, an array of 
local Michigan products, body care & 
supplements that meet their established 
product values. The Product Values 
statement confirms Harvest Health’s 
commitment to high quality, clean 
ingredient foods, home care and 
supplements you can be confident 
serving your family. They also offer free 
health seminars.

In May, Harvest Health Foods will 
be celebrating this milestone at all 3 
locations with spectacular deals on 
products, sampling events and lots of 
giveaways for their customers. Sample/
demo days will be the first three Fridays 
from 4 to 6 pm (May 5, 12 & 19) and 
the first three Saturdays from 11 am to 
2 pm (May 6, 13 & 20). Watch for more 
details in their flyer, on their website and 
Facebook page. 

Alger Heights congratulates Harvest 
Health Foods on this company 
milestone and thanks them for their 
years of contributing to the health and 
well-being of our local community.



Michigan Child 
Protection Registry
The State of Michigan offers a free 
program to stop adult advertisements 
from reaching e-mails, mobile phones 
(text messaging ads) and instant 
messenger ids.  The Michigan Child 
Protection Registry is a free do-not-
contact service for Michigan’s families 
and schools and can be located at: 
www.protectmichild.com.

Neighborhood 
Watch Training
We will be conducting Neighborhood 
Watch training for those interested.  
We are limiting the class size to 10 
participants at a session.

Place: Seymour Church
840 Alger S.E., Fellowship room.  
Refreshments will be served.

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Dates: April 22
To RSVP, please contact: Sam Evans at 
massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

Emergency Numbers: 
Suspicious Activity - 456-3400
Crime in Progress - 911
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Neighborhood Crime 
Prevention and Safety
-by Sam Evans

The Benefits of a Neighborhood 
Watch Program

The eight most important benefits 
of being involved in your own 
Neighborhood Watch program are:
1.  Neighborhood policing by you 
and your neighbors, together with your 
local police, creates a greater sense 
of security, well-being, and reduction 
of fear of crime because you know you 
and your neighbors will “LOOK OUT 
FOR EACH OTHER.”  Since most law 
enforcement agencies are limited in their 
available manpower – you help stretch 
that tax dollar and add eyes, ears, and 
even noses, by your involvement in 
Neighborhood Watch.
2.  Reduce the risk of being a crime 
victim.  We will teach you how to take 
preventive measures that substantially 
decrease the likelihood of becoming a 
victim.  Not only does Neighborhood 
Watch reduce the risk of your home 

being burglarized, but the instances of 
other crimes such as: vandalism, graffiti, 
personal assault, auto theft, and other 
personal crimes also decrease.
3.  The Neighborhood Watch program 
trains you how to observe and report 
suspicious activities occurring in your 
neighborhood.  It trains you on what 
information law enforcement officers 
need when you report a crime and why.  
It trains you to detect illegal activities 24 
hours a day – seven days a week.
4.  Knowing your neighbors is 
an important feature and benefit of 
this program.  You get to know the 
participants regular patterns so you can 
see when they are on vacation, when 
they are away at work, and who are the 
occupants of the home.  Being aware 
of the goings-on in your neighborhood 
is not invading anyone’s privacy 
or snooping, it is guarding against 
trouble or any situation which could be 
dangerous to your neighborhood.  It 
simply comes down to our motto, “WE 
LOOK OUT FOR EACH OTHER.”
5.  You have greater access to 
criminal activity information.  
Neighborhood Watch programs are 
designed to keep participants informed 
of crime trends and patterns so they 
will be better prepared to spot criminal 
activity in their neighborhood.
6.  Participants get on-going training 
in how to protect themselves.  In the 
early 1980’s the terms “Carjacking” 
or “ATM victims” were not even in our 
vocabulary.  Do you or someone you 
know have a car alarm or anti-theft 
device installed? Do you carry an ATM 
card?  And do you sometimes do your 
banking at odd hours?  Neighborhood 
Watch training teaches awareness and 
self-protection.
7.  Posting Neighborhood Watch 
signs on your street, and labels or 
decals in your window, tells a criminal 
that (a) you are not an easy target, (b) 
they are probably being watched and 
(c) you have taken the steps necessary 
to deter crime in your neighborhood.  
Convicted burglars report avoiding 
neighborhoods that have Neighborhood 
Watch signs posted.

8.  Address issues of mutual interest 
by getting together with your neighbors 
on a regular basis (monthly, quarterly, 
or whatever you wish). As a community 
and an organization already working 
together as a Neighborhood Watch 
group, you have the stepping stones 
needed to getting things done.
It’s time to adopt the JUST DO IT! 
attitude.

Be Mindful of What 
You Throw Away
People go through trash and recycling 
along neighborhood streets. There is no 
law against going through someone’s 
trash or recycling.  For your own 
“personal identity” safety, please make 
sure that you are shredding anything of 
importance before disposal. 
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Alger Heights Happenings is the quarterly 
newsletter published by the Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association. It is distributed to over 
2000 homes and businesses in Alger Heights. 
Printed newsletters are delivered by block 
connectors and board members to homes on 
their assigned block(s). Copies are also available 
at the Seymour Branch library and some 
businesses and churches. It is also available 
online at algerheights.org.  Newsletters are 
published in January, April, July, and October. 

Submission guidelines for 
Happenings newsletter

If you are new to the area, we invite you to contact Alger Heights Neighborhood Association.  
We have welcome packets available.  We make every effort to deliver these to our new 
neighbors, but we realize that some may be missed.  If you would like a welcome packet please 
contact Sam Evans at massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

New to the
Neighborhood?

Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association Block Connectors
- by Sam Evans
The general requirements for a block connector are to be friendly, welcome new 
neighbors, distribute newsletters and flyers and be the eyes and ears for your block.  
We give you training, materials, and assistance that will be helpful for you in the 
unique role for your block. We will also work beside you for introductions.

We are still in need of block connectors for the following blocks:  Belfast 
(Alger-Nevada), Jennings (Kalamazoo-Oakfield), Louise (Kalamazoo-Oakfield), 
Merrifield (Eastern-Blaine), Merritt (Eastern-Blaine), Nelson Street (homes-
Kalamazoo-Burton, Eastern) (Everglade-Mulford), Joslin (Eastern-Blaine), Edna 
(additional Block Captains needed), Hazen (Blaine-Nelson).

If interested or would like to know more about it please contact Sam Evans, 
540-2107 or massnave1@att.net.

Handy Numbers
Emergency:  911
Police: Non-emergency - 456-3400
Silent Observer:  774-2345
Reporting City Street Lights or Stop 
Lights Out: 311

Handy Websites/Emails
The City of Grand Rapids - www.grcity.us
The Rapid Bus System – www.ridetherapid.org
State of Michigan – www.michigan.gov
Get the Lead Out – www.healthyhomescoalition.org
Heart of West Michigan United Way – www.211.
org or call 211 

Current advertising rates:

Business Card size:  $35.00 
for single issue; $120 for 4 consecutive issues

Double Business Card size:
$55.00 for single issue; $190 for 4 
consecutive issues

1/4 Page size:  $95.00 for single 
issue; $325.00 for 4 consecutive issues

1/2 Page size:  $165.00 for single 
issue; $560.00 for 4 consecutive issues

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

Advertising in the 
AHNA newsletter

Our Children, Our 
Responsibility
The Grand Rapids City Curfew Law
states the following:
12 years and under - must be in 
by 10:00 pm thru 6:00 am
15 years and under - must be in 
by 11:00 pm thru 6:00 am 
17 years and under - must be in 
by Midnight thru 6:00 am.

Deadline for submissions is the 8th of the month 
before publication.  You are welcome to submit 
information about your organization. If you 
have questions, you may contact the newsletter 
editor, Ginny Hartger, at ghartger@juno.com. 
Limit articles to 300-350 words and submit it in 
an email or Word document. You may submit a 
logo or graphic that we may use if there is room. 
AHNA reserves the right to include and edit your 
information as space allows.  Please include 
the following with each of your submissions:  
Name of your organization.  Your name, phone, 
email and your position in the organization (for 
use if we need to contact you).  What do you 
want to tell us about? Is it a class, workshop, 
open house, Bible study, ministry, support group, 
etc.?  Mention the fee, if there is one.  Who is it 
for?  If there is a specific group it is meant for, 
please specify (for example MOPS - mothers of 
preschoolers, or; a cooking class for 5th and 6th 
graders).  Where? The location of the event or 
organization.  When? Dates and times. Deadline 
to sign up if there is one. How? Give good 
contact information for how to sign up or get 
additional information.

Thank you for helping us communicate with our 
neighbors.



community sales for many years. You 
can get involved in this neighborhood 
effort! 

Donate... Excellent condition items can 
be dropped off at entrance A, Monday-
Thursday, 9:00am-5:00am (please 
ring doorbell). Items can also be 
dropped off on Sunday mornings inside 
entrance C. We are always in need of 
more men’s and boys’ clothing.

Serve... Join us once a month to help 
sort and hang donated items. Either 
Monday evenings or Tuesday mornings 
at Tabernacle (use entrance C). For 
every 30 minutes worked, you will earn 
a card worth 15 free items.
Mondays, 6:30-8:30pm: April 17, May 
15 or Tuesdays 9:00-11:00am: April 11, 
May 2, May 30

Shop... Sales are open to the public. 
All items are only 10¢ each. The next 
2017 sale dates are Friday, June 2, 
7:00-8:00pm, and Saturday, June 3, 
9:00-11:00am.

For more information about Tabitha’s 
Closet or to be added to the volunteer 
email list, contact Amanda Bridle and 
Dawn Heagle at TabithasCloset@ 
tabernaclecommunity.org.
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HOPE CHURCH
2010 Kalamazoo S.E.
Services: Sundays 10 a.m
Embracehopegr.org
Phone: 241-3421

.the point
thepointchurch.com     616.698.9660
Services on Sundays at 10am at 
Alger Middle School, 921 Alger in the 
Commons area.

Church and 
School News
Alger Park Church
2655 Eastern SE
Sunday Services 9:30am and 5:00pm

Women’s Ministry Offers Wellness Study
Alger Park Women’s Ministry is 
offering a six-week study focused on 
the spiritual and physical wellness 
of women. Join us to study Made 
to Crave: Satisfying Your Deepest 
Desires With God. Author Lysa 
Terkeurst will help you reach your 
healthy goals and grow closer to God 
through the process.  The session 
meets on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:30, April 12 through May 17. 
Look for more info at algerparkchurch.
org/women.  If you are interested in 
participating in this study, contact: 
nora.bylsma@gmail.com or 
amberclowes@yahoo.com

Be Strong! Join a Faith-Based Study for Men
Alger Park Church is hosting a men’s 
book study based on the book, 52 
Things Kids Need from a Dad. The 
group will meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., April 
12, 26; May 10, 24 and June 7. The 
study is not just for new dads! Even 
if you are an empty-nester, you are 
encouraged to attend and maybe 
pass on what you know about what 
kids need from a dad. In addition, 
Our Men’s Ministry is also offering 
a 6-week study for men using the 
guide:Strong Men of the Bible–Six 
Biblical Men of Integrity. Two different 
session times are available.  The 
Wednesday evening sessions meet 
at 6:30 p.m. and the same study is 
available on Friday mornings, at 6:30 
a.m.  You can join in at either time and 
day. Call the church office, 452-9686 
to enroll.

New City Fellowship Church
700 Burton SE
Sunday Services: 10am

We are so grateful the Lord placed us in 
the midst of this amazing neighborhood.  
We have some exciting events coming 
up in the next few months and we’d love 
to have you join us.  

April 15 from 10am-11:30am 
First annual Easter Eggstravaganza! 
There will be an egg hunt, egg races, 
crafts, snacks, and a time of fellowship 
and rejoicing in the resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All 
members of the community are invited 

Seymour Church
840 Alger SE
Sunday Services: 9:30am
Phone: 245-8726

Free Tax Preparation
Thursday Afternoons through April 13
AARP Foundation is performing 
free tax preparation for all ages 
and income levels on Thursday 
afternoons through April 13, please 
call United Way at 211 to schedule an 
appointment.

Seymour MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) 
April 7 and May 5 - Childcare provided.  
The Seymour MOPS will also meet on 
April 20 and May 18 at 7:00pm just for 
the mothers. 

A Parkinson’s Disease Support 
Group – Team SPARK 
April 9, May 21; June 11 @ 3:00pm
Families are welcome to join them 
to learn more about the disease and 
resources in our community.

Good Friday Service 
7:00pm on April 14 

Easter Celebration Service
Sunday, April 16 at 9:30am.

Mobile Food Pantry
Distribution of food for those in need. 
Saturday, May 6. Registration begins 
at noon, distribution at 1 pm.  Please 
bring something to carry your food in if 
possible.  Next pantry, August 12.

Seymour Summer Picnics
Beginning July 5 and for the following 
three Wednesdays (July 12,19 & 26), 
Seymour Church is again hosting free 
neighborhood hot dog picnics on the 
lawn next to the church.  Free meal at 
6 pm, followed by entertainment, crafts 
and more. See you there!

Tabernacle Community Church
2550 Eastern SE
Sunday Services: 10:00am

Tabitha’s Closet
Tabitha’s Closet, a ministry of 
Tabernacle Community Church, has 
offered low-cost clothing, shoes, and 
basic household items at periodic 

- continued on page 7



with two other churches: Comunidad 
Cristiana de Grand Rapids and the 
Nepali Speaking Community. We take 
great joy in celebrating the diverse 
community of Grands Rapids by 
sharing the blessing of a worship 
space.

Our highest goal is to be in authentic 
relationship with God and with 
each other; as a community and 
as individuals. This spring, we are 
offering free training aimed at helping 
address systemic and individual 
racism and bias. Our goal is “to see 
and learn about racism in a new and 
redemptive way, to gain insights into 
systemic racism through the eyes of 
faith and Scripture, to see more of 
the connections between history and 
contemporary race relations, and to 
identify organizing opportunities to 
eliminate racism, both causes and 
effects, within the body of believers 
and throughout the world.” Please join 
us as we pursue reconciliation in this 
part of the world we call home.

April 22 - Noon to 6pm
April 26 and May 3, 6-8pm*
*While we’d love to have you at all 
three pieces of the training, you can 
attend only Saturday if your schedule 
requires.

To register, simply email admin@
thebranchonline.org. We look forward 
to your presence in our community 
and welcoming you into the family of 
the Branch!
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Church and School 
News - continued
- New City Fellowship Church continued

Halloween may be months away, but it’s 
not too early to start planning for the 9th 
annual Alger Heights Halloween 5K and 
10K presented by, Platinum Sponsor, 
Grand Rapids Consumers Credit 
Union! This year’s event will be held on 
Saturday, October 28th. This is a great 
race whether it’s your first 5K or you are 
a seasoned runner going for a personal 
best in the 10K. This year’s race will 
once again feature a Kids Fun Run and 
a costume contest!

Every year the race committee selects 
two charities to financially support 
with the proceeds of the race. We are 
also happy to report, that thanks to 
your participation in last years race, as 
well as the support from our sponsors 
and volunteers, we were able to give 
back $1000 to both the Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Association and MyTEAM 
TRIUMPH West Michigan.  

If you want to find out more about this 
year’s race or are interested in helping 
plan the event, check out our website: 
www.alger5k.com. We look forward 
to see you walking or running in Alger 
Heights as the weather warms up!

Want to see a yoga studio, or group fitness 
facility in Alger Heights? The Heights 
Yoga Project aims to do that very thing. 
Our mission is to help improve the physical 
and mental health of the residents of Alger 
Heights and Garfield Park. We currently are 
holding $5 yoga classes at locations around 

Alger Heights and Garfield Park. The times 
and places are listed below.

Current Class Schedule:
Saturday mornings from 9-10am at Garfield 
Park Gym
Monday nights from 7:30-8:30pm at Alger 
Park Church

How you can help: 
We are looking for space to rent for classes, 
investors who would like to partner with us, 
and, of course, yoga lovers to come join 
our tribe. For more information, including 
upcoming special events, check out our 
Facebook page at facebook.com/groups/
HeightsYoga/.

to participate in this event!
Every week this summer (In 
accordance with GRPS Schedule)
New City Kids Program 
kids will meet at the church one 
evening a week to have a time of 
crafts, snack, and learning about 
the Gospel. Watch our website, 
newcitygr.org, for more details soon!

In addition to these two awesome 
events, we also have both men’s 
and women’s Bible studies that meet 
weekly, a college and career group 
that meets twice a month, and a 
delicious fellowship meal after every 
service on Sundays! Check out the 
events calendar on our website for 
more details about these events. You 
can also request to be added to our 
email list by notifying our administrator 
at admin@newcitygr.org. We look 
forward to a wonderful spring season 
here in Alger Heights.

The Branch Church
973 28th St.
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
Sunday Services: 9:30am

The Branch strives to be a place of 
welcome and belonging, healing and 
hope. We’d love to welcome you into 
our lives by having you join us at 9:30 
on Sunday morning at 973 28th Street, 
a building we are grateful to share 
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Hey Mom!
Can we go to the
KROC and play?

This issue we are giving you a challenge. Can you connect the dots from 1 
through 50? Ask mom or dad for help to get it right, and then use your 
favorite colors to make it sparkle.

Celebrate the Heights will 
include a new event- a Bike 
Safety Rodeo brought to 
you by Mark Cassis and 
the Travelers Protective 
Association. You can also get 

bikes registered with the fire department.



There’s always something fun 
and interesting to do at the 

Grand Rapids Public Library.  
For a list of activities, please go 
to page 10 of the Happenings!
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“Spring” is almost here. 
Let’s get our bike on!
- by Mary Mauro 

As we head into spring, the days are 
becoming longer and the sun is shining 
brighter. Let’s take advantage of the 
longer days with some great outdoor 
fun! What better way to do that than 
to bring your bike out for a stroll. 
Whether it is taking your bike out 

for a new adventure or racing your best friend down the sidewalk, bicycles can be 
a wonderful way to explore Alger Heights! To prepare for your first ride of spring, 
make sure you grease up those wheels and pump some extra air into the tires (I 
would recommend asking your parents for some assistance) and head out to enjoy the 
sun. Maybe you can ride along with your family while you take the dog for a walk, or 
you could meet up with some friends for a neighborhood stroll. Let’s all get ready to 
enjoy the longer days of Spring and soak up that sun!

Teach your children 7 basic bicycle 
safety tips...
When riding your bike, always:

Go With the Traffic Flow. Ride on the right in the 
same direction as other vehicles.
Obey All Traffic Laws. A bicycle is a vehicle and 
you’re a driver.
Yield to Traffic When Appropriate.
Be Predictable.
Stay Alert at All Times.
Look Before Turning.
Watch for Parked Cars.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.



story ideas and themes to life, and 
to build collaborative ties between 
public libraries, school libraries, and 
area schools. Tickets are $40 and 
sponsorships are available. For 
more information and tickets visit 
grplfoundation.org.

Wednesday, April 19, 2017
5:00 pm
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

Promoting Michigan for 100 Years: A 
History of the West Michigan Tourist 
Association 
The West Michigan Tourist Association 
(WMTA) was founded in Grand Rapids 
in 1917. Established as a non-profit 
organization based on membership, 
it was the first grass-roots tourist 
association in the country. At the time, 
the tourist industry was in its infancy. 
Although railroad lines, steamship 
companies, and various hotels and 
resorts promoted the region they 
served, there was no concerted effort 
to boost the tourism advantages of 
the state. With strong leadership and 
committed members of WMTA, tourism 
has grown into one of Michigan’s 
leading industries. Author and historian 
M. Christine Byron will feature some of 
the noteworthy efforts to advertise and 
promote our state over the last 100 
years

Tuesday, May 9, 2017
7:00 pm
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

Growing Food at Home: Affordable 
and Easy Ways to Get Started 
Join us at Urban Root’s Community 
Farm and Education Center to learn 
the basics of growing food in the city. 
Get tips on starting an easy and low 
cost garden and learn about shopping 
at farmers markets. Discover ways to 
find fresh, local and nutrient-dense 
food in your neighborhood. This 
program will be held rain or shine. 
Please wear closed-toe shoes and 
bring a bottle of water. Parking is 
available across the street from the 
farm.

Thursday, May 11, 2017
6:30 pm
Urban Roots – 1316 Maison SE

 

FUN AT THE LIBRARY
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Events at the Seymour 
Branch Library
- 2350 Eastern SE

Let’s Play 
A four-week program for children 
0-5 and their parents or caregivers. 
It focuses on child-driven play and 
exploring different types of play. Each 
week a childhood specialist will be 
available to answer questions parents 
have about their child’s development. 
Families are encouraged to attend all 
four sessions.

Wednesdays, April 5, 12, 19, 26
10:30 am

Other GRPL Events
Summer Reading Challenge
Build a Better World this summer at 
the Grand Rapids Public Library! Sign 
up for this free summer-long program 
to participate in fun events and get 
rewarded for reading.  Are you up to 
the challenge? Competitors can sign 
up today at grpl.org/summerreading. 
For kids 18 and under.

May 29 - September 4, 2017
All GRPL locations

Speak to a Geek: One-on-One 
Computer Classes
Are your relatives tired of you asking 
for computer help? Are you hoping 
to boost your resume with new 
computer skills? The library offers 
classes in: Basic Computers, Basic 
Internet, Email, Word Processing, 

Spreadsheets, Ebooks, and Library 
Resources. From getting acquainted 
with your computer or device, to 
training in spreadsheets or internet 
navigation, we can help. Call one of 
our 7 branches to schedule a time or 
stop by one of our walk-in classes at 
the Main Library. Call 616-988-5400 to 
sign up.

Times and locations vary

Cutting the Cable Cord 
Have you been thinking of canceling 
your cable TV subscription? This 
program will show you how to stream 
the content you want while saving 
money on your monthly bill. We will 
discuss the devices you need to begin 
streaming TV and movies. You will learn 
how to find content from providers such 
as Hulu, Netflix and Amazon. We will 
also show you how to use Hoopla and 
Kanopy, two streaming services you can 
use for free with your GRPL library card.

Tuesday, April 11, 2017
7:00 pm
Main Library – 111 Library St NE

One Book, One City for Kids—Kids 
Are Talking Fundraising Event
The Grand Rapids Public Library 
Foundation is hosting their annual 
White Glove event to benefit the One 
Book, One City for Kids program. This 
annual reading program encourages 
all 5th graders in the city to read and 
discuss the same book. The program 
strives to encourage a lifelong love 
of reading, to inspire readers to bring 



Time: 8am-12pm (or until all 
dumpsters are filled)
Location: Seymour Church 
Parking Lot (840 Alger SE)
Other Information:
• Bring a driver’s license indicating you are a resident of Alger 
Heights 
• No yard waste, tires or liquids. 
• Paint cans are ok if the paint is completely dry.
• Break down empty boxes.
• Recycler will be there for metals, Habitat for Humanity will be 
there for building materials and fixtures, and Family Promise 
will be there for gently used furniture, small home appliances, 
dishes, pots and pans. If you would give it to a friend or 
relative, Family Promise will accept it.
• Donations to the Alger Heights Neighborhood Association 
will be accepted.

If you or your children (16 and up) would like to volunteer 
and help fill the dumpsters, please contact Carissa 
Bakker at carissabakker89@gmail.com
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Dumpster Day Scheduled
for Saturday, June 24th
- by Carissa Bakker

Pothole Season
Constant freezing and thawing really causes havoc on our 
area roadways.  Manhole covers can sink and we get a lot 
of potholes.  As we all know, potholes can cause a lot of 
damage to our vehicles.  We need to be proactive in reporting 
these potholes as they open up.  Fortunately the City of 
GrandRapids makes this process easy.

•  CALL IT IN – Call 311 Monday – Friday 8am-5pm

•  Download the free 311 App (both Android and Iphone) so 
you can report and track right from your phone!

•  Submit online – 311.grcity.us

Or the least convenient way is to report it in person at City 
Hall at 300 Monroe Ave. Free ½ hour parking in the city lot.



Meet your neighbor – Jill
Alger Heights is full of wonderful people who call this neighborhood home. The purpose of this 
series of articles is to highlight some of those neighbors.

Jill was living in Hastings in the early 1980’s and would drive through the Alger Heights 
neighborhood on her way to work. She loved seeing the children playing in yards, neighbors 
walking dogs, and the sense of community she experienced as she drove by. She loved that the 
neighborhood had everything you needed: grocery store, post office, library and a bus line. She 
dreamed of living in Alger Heights. In 1998 her dream came true when she purchased a home in 
the 1100 block of Hazen.

Jill has three daughters. Her oldest worked at Fulton Heights Foods and the youngest worked at 
Ken’s. She remembers kids playing softball in the street. One of her daughters created flyers with 
a friend to offer shoveling and raking to neighbors to earn her way to Cedar Point. Jill was also a 
foster mom for 12 years to older children who had aged out of the system.
Jill worked as a retail manager for many years. In 2005 she had a heart attack, lost her job, and 
her home almost went into foreclosure. After her heart attack, neighbors invited her over for dinner 
and they searched for heart-friendly recipes to serve for dinner. In 2012, she started working for 
Princess Cruises in Alaska. She now spends her summers in Alaska giving motorcoach tours and 
loves it!

This is the longest time in one house for Jill and she continues to love the sense of community in 
Alger Heights. Her neighbors clamor for the special cookies she bakes at Christmastime. She also 
bakes and donates dozens of cookies to veterans to bring home to their families. She is active on 
the Alger Heights Facebook discussion page. She enjoys helping neighbors who need it, including 
dog sitting and other small requests. She loves that you can see requests on Facebook being filled 
by other neighbors. She would love to see more neighbors getting out and interacting face to face.
Thank you Jill for all that you have done to make this community great!
Do you have a neighbor that you would like to see highlighted in an upcoming newsletter? Contact 
Jenn Reidsma at 989-9268 ext 205 or jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org.

and 1950, and while businesses have 
come and gone in the many years since, 
it is nice to know that a feature of our 
neighborhood that has existed since the 
very early days of its development is a 
vibrant center that is much appreciated 
and well-used today. 

About the images: 
Both are from the Robinson Studio 
Collection and can be found in the History 
and Special Collections Department at the 
Grand Rapids Public Library. The image of 
the intersection at Easter and Alger is from 
June 1948. The image of the 2400 block 
of Eastern is from February of 1950. Photo 
Credit: Grand Rapids History & Special 
Collections, Archives, Grand Rapids Public
Library, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

One of the real benefits of living in Alger 
Heights is the shopping district at Eastern 
and Alger that is walkable from many of 
our homes, and which offers a variety of 
shops and restaurants, professional offices 
and services, and a neighborhood public 
library branch. Add to that the grocery store 
and hardware store, and many of us could 
go weeks without having to shop outside 
of our neighborhood. Thinking about this I 
wondered what our business district looked 
like when it was just an intersection like any 
other, and when the buildings that exist today 
were built. 

In late June of 1948 the Grand Rapids 
Herald ran an article titled “As City Moves 
Southward, Accident Index Increases,” 
which discusses the increase of homes, and 
therefore cars, along Alger, and the decision 
to make the intersection at Eastern and 
Alger a four-way stop, with a high probability 
of adding traffic lights in coming years. 
The article highlights the intersection as a 
“splendid example of how traffic control at an 
intersection has kept pace with the growth of 
a city.” 

The accompanying photograph was take 
on Eastern looking south across Alger, and 
aside from a couple of businesses along 
the east side of the street, one of them a 
drug store, and the two billboards along the 
west side of the street, the area is largely 
undeveloped. But expansion at Eastern and 
Alger happened swiftly, keeping up with the 
growth of the surrounding neighborhood.

The 1948 city directory lists two businesses 
on Eastern, Simerlink and Duthler Real 
Estate and Friendly Beauty Shop. A year 
later, in 1949 there are sixteen businesses 
listed in the city directory, most of them 
along Eastern, including Tiny Tot Toggery, 
Alger Heights Hardware, Anton’s Soda 
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Community Coordinator Update
- by Jenn Reidsma

Alger Heights History:
Alger and Eastern
- by Melissa Fox 

Grill, Dewaard Jeweler, Polly-Anna Pastry 
Kitchen, Alger Produce Market, and 
Mersman’s Super Market. Among these 
three are real estate offices; Simerlink and 
Duthler, Dozeman Realtors, and Anton 
Homes Inc, speaking to the pace at which 
homes were being built and the demand for 
housing in the postwar years. 

By 1950 Alger Heights Super Service, Post 
Office No. 12, and Alger Heights 5 cents and 
$1 Store are added to the list of businesses 
in Alger Heights, so that in two years time 
the intersection at Alger and Eastern went 
from a mostly residential road with two store 
fronts and the need for a four way stop, to 
a bustling shopping district with more than 
twenty businesses. Many of the buildings 
that are along the streets today are shells 
from those first shops that opened in 1949 



members, businesses, city offices and 
other community resources. It publicizes 
events, issues, and other information of 
interest and concern to neighbors. 

The above information gives you a hint 
of what Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association does for our community with 
an all volunteer board. 100% of your 
dues go back into the neighborhood 
to support the newsletter printing, 
flyers, activities, and community 
events. Currently, we do not charge 
our residents for any of the items 
listed above. These include the Annual 
meeting, Annual garage sales, Annual 
Dumpster day, Neighborhood Clean-up, 
and National Night Out, along with the 
other activities and training that we offer 
to residents.

Alger Heights Annual 
Membership Dues
Senior - $10
Family - $20
Business - $25

Please make your checks payable to 
Alger Heights Neighborhood Association 
(AHNA) and send to:
Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association, P.O. Box 7809, Grand 
Rapids, MI  49507 or via PayPal at 
algerheights.org.
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Recycling and 
Rewards:
- by Sam Evans

Did you know you can earn and redeem 
points just for recycling?  Simply go to 
http://www.mygrcitypoints.com/ to sign 
up and learn more.

If you’re not recycling your paper, glass, 
and cans, start now by calling the city 
for a free recycling bin: Dial 311. Have 
an item to recycle but not sure where 
to take it: visit www.recyclekent.org for 
locations that accept most household 
items.

If you wish to reduce the amount of junk 
mail you receive, try: www.41pounds.
org or www.dmachoice.org.

Worth 
Considering

Alger Heights offers 
neigborhood programs
Programs developed by the Alger 
Heights Neighborhood Association are 
designed to inform, assist and work with 
neighbors to address urban problems -- 
neighborhood safety, land use conflicts, 
increasing traffic and parking demands, 
promotion of neighborhood schools, 
access to services, and other issues 
inherent in a densely populated, core 
city neighborhood.  Active, engaged, 
and mobilized neighbors, working with 
neighborhood institutions, the City 
of Grand Rapids, and all respective 
community resources, are the best 
indicators that Alger Heights is a vital 
place to live and work.

Our SERVICES: Crime Prevention 
awareness is provided to increase 
neighborhood safety with services that 
activate neighbors - Neighborhood 
Watch, Drug Watch, and Block Club 
Organizing. Key components include 
free home security surveys, personal 
safety information, victim assistance, 
and producing and distributing crime 
information/alert/e-alert notices and 
fliers. Block Club organizing keeps 
neighbors working together to prioritize 
problems, identify resources, and 
develop and implement action plans to 
resolve problems.

A Neighborhood Improvement Program 
addresses all the other quality of life 
issues that are not crime related. 
Its purpose is to generate resident 
involvement, educate and train, and 
encourage leadership to preserve, 
protect, and maintain the residential 
qualities; to resolve issues of concern; 
and build upon neighborhood strengths 
that improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhood.  We offer landlords and 
tenants additional services that include 
assistance with their respective  rights 
and responsibilities.

The Happenings Newsletter: AHNA 
produces and publishes 4 quarterly 
newsletters. These are hand delivered 
to all residents with a combined 2,800 
addresses in Alger Heights, non-resident 

Prevent carbon monoxide 
poisoning by installing a 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) alarm
• Never use a generator in your 
home or business.
• Inspect your furnace annually. 
• Change air filters at least every 
other month.
• Make sure your chimney and vent 
pipes are free of obstructions.
• Never use gas stoves or charcoal 
grills to heat homes.

FREE SERVICES: 
City of Grand Rapids
The Grand Rapids Fire 
Department’s Free Residential 
Safety Program will install smoke 
detectors in your Grand Rapids 
owner-occupied residence. Call 
311 or 456-3000 to schedule an 
appointment. Working smoke 
detectors do saves lives.
FIRE SAFETY IS IN YOUR HANDS

DTE Energy
Would you like to save money on 
your home energy costs?
DTE Energy is offering a free 
in-home energy consultation.  
In addition, you will receive 
free energy saving products 
including the ecobee3 wifi enabled 
thermostat; the top rated product in 
its class.

Want to learn more or schedule an 
appointment?  Log onto dteenergy.
com/saveenergy or call 1-866-
796-0512. Use referral code 
01626288 to enter a drawing for the 
chance to earn fun credits for our 
neighborhood.
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Celebrate the Heights is 
being held this year on 
Saturday, May 20 from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Celebrate the Heights is being held this year on Saturday, 
May 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Come to the Alger 
Heights Business District at the corner of Alger and Eastern 
and see everything that the businesses in the Alger Heights 
and surrounding neighborhoods have to offer! Activities may 
include prize drawings, coupons, giveaways, and special 
sales sponsored by the local businesses and neighborhood 
restaurants.  Local home-based businesses will be 
showcasing their products for sale.  Neighborhood community 
organizations will also be represented, including the local 
library, community centers, churches, and the Alger Heights 
5K Run. Children of all ages will enjoy checking out the fire 
and police department vehicles.

Bring your bikes for a new event- a bike safety rodeo brought 
to Celebrate the Heights by Mark Cassis and the Travelers 
Protective Association. You can also get bikes registered with 
the fire department.

We’re still looking for business owners that are interested in 
participating or sponsoring. If you know anyone that would 
like to have a space at this event, please have them contact 
Ginny Hartger by April 30 at celebratetheheights@gmail.com. 
Tell your friends and neighbors and join us on May 20 for 
this annual community event. The rain date for this event is 
Saturday, June 3. We look forward to seeing you at Celebrate 
the Heights.  Watch the Facebook pages for more updates.

Alger Heights NEEDS YOU!
The success of the Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association is dictated by the level of engagement 
of Alger Heights  residents. We have many 
committees and events where residents input and 
involvement are critical. If you would like to share 
your vision and talents, and help shape the future 
of Alger Heights as a vibrant, diverse and inclusive 
community, please contact us!

The official AHNA facebook page can befound at:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation

The official AHNA facebook discussion page can befound at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AlgerHeights
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