
Summer is here and, in my opinion, moving 
much too quickly.  I’ve seen the excitement of 
the kids getting books on Tuesday night (my 
grandkids love the free ice cream at The Dog 
King) and we’ve all heard the Zumba group 
at Alger Middle School getting fi t - check 
them out and get involved.  Neighbors are 
out walking, jogging and biking to enjoy the 
beauty that Alger Heights has to offer.  We 
now have a great choice of where to grab 
a snack or meal with two new restaurants, 
as well as our long-standing friends, ready 
to serve you.  Our neighborhood is growing 
and we need to remember to support our 
business district as often as we can.  Move 
out of your comfort zone and get involved in 
something that benefi ts Alger Heights.  Join 
us the second Tuesday of every month at our 
Board meeting and learn where you can get 
involved.  There’s lots to do and you can feel 
the warmth that comes with giving.  
      
Jerry Montague
AHNA President
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Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015
Time: 6:30 – 9:30pm

Location: Alger Middle 
School (921 Alger)

East Side Lot–Outside

Each year, communities all across the United 
States gather for National Night Out on the 
fi rst Tuesday in August.  Our Alger Heights 
neighborhood gathers together to meet each 
other and to learn about safety and crime 
prevention.  

The Grand Rapids Police (SUV and SWAT 
truck) and Grand Rapids Fire (ladder and 
small) vehicles will be there for everyone to 
see and tour.  The fi re department will also 
be doing bike registrations and sign-ups for 
free smoke detectors with free installations.  
We will also have a bike inspection booth 
there, so bring your bike to have them 
inspected as well as registered.  A raffl e 
for free bike helmets (limited supply) will 
be held.  The Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association will have a table to hand-out 
crime and safety tips along with other 
important literature.  The city will be there for 
free sign-ups for recycle bins, trash bins and 
yard waste bins.

Several agencies (Healthy Homes, WMEAC, 
Chase Bank, 5/3 Bank, Bethany, City of 
Grand Rapids, etc.) are sharing helpful 
literature and free prizes.  The churches of 
Alger Heights will be represented as well as 
the Alger Heights Business Association.
We will have games for children and adults.  
We will also have Farm on the Go with their 
petting farm animals and free pony rides.  
We will also have a free bounce house for 
the children.  

Free popcorn and lemonade will be served.  
There also will be food there to purchase.
We are trying to get some classic cars, also.  
We will have a DJ with music and a movie 
(to be determined) and it will be shown early 
for the small children.

We will also have a “FREE BLOCK PARTY“ 
awarded to the block that has the most 
homes registered.   

The offi cial AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

Check us out online...

algerheights.org



we sought to understand their situation 
before passing judgment? Those are the 
habits of being a good neighbor and the 
initial steps to addressing issues in the 
neighborhood.  If you’ve not done the hard 
work of getting to know your neighbors, our 
first recommendation is that you do. Start 
today. It’s such a rewarding experience.  But, 
if an issue arises while you’re getting to know 
your neighbor and you’re uncomfortable 
addressing it, contact a member of the 
neighborhood association for assistance.  
We are here to help! Together, we can make 
our neighborhood better.

I would love to hear your ideas and thoughts 
regarding good neighboring practices, stories 
of when you’ve seen good neighboring in 
action or maybe other topics for us to explore 
in this column. Please email your thoughts 
and ideas to alindsay38@gmail.com.
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WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR?
- by Artie Lindsay

In our last edition, we started this column 
as a way to encourage the habits of 
good neighboring in the Alger Heights 
community and to continue to build upon the 
foundation for a vibrant, caring neighborhood 
environment.  Recently, I had the privilege 
of speaking with someone who lives in our 
neighborhood who received not one but 
two letters from the city indicating that they 
had been anonymously reported to the city 
for dog waste in their front yard (prior to 
the winter thaw), and for the bad condition 
of their garage door, which needed to be 
painted.  This was very disheartening to 
them. One of the adults in the home had 
recently undergone knee surgery in February 
and was out of work.  The other was 

dealing with the high demands of their work 
schedule. Having been cited by the city, 
they now have the extra expense of $800 
in repairs added to an already tight budget 
which further complicates life.  

Don’t misunderstand me.  There are 
certainly times when the city needs to be 
contacted.  However, to start with that as a 
solution will only undermine the very fabric 
of the neighborhood and breed mistrust 
and suspicion amongst neighbors. Have we 
taken the time to get to know our neighbors? 
That’s the foundational question. When we 
notice that things are in disrepair, do we 
approach them in humility with a listening 
ear or with a willing heart to help?  Have 

- by Josh Schroyer

It’s time to dig out those running shoes from your closet - the 
Alger Heights Halloween 5 & 10K will be here before you know 
it! This year’s race will be held on Saturday, October 31 at 8am 
and the USTAF certified course will take you through the beautiful 
neighborhood of Alger Heights. Registration is now open online at 
www.alger5k.com. There will also be a kids fun run held the morning 
of the race, so there is something the entire family can enjoy! If 
running isn’t for you, you can still be a part of the fun by volunteering. 
We are in need of volunteers to help with packet pick up, directing 
traffic, passing out water, and more! For more information email 
volunteer@alger5k.com to get involved!



My name is Josh Schroyer.  I am a 2011 Graduate of Calvin College 
who is working in the television production at WOOD TV8. Originally 
from the Chicagoland area, I have lived in Grand Rapids for the past 
eight years and moved into the Alger Heights community a year ago. 
I have a passion for logistics, planning, and organization and am 
excited to put those skills to use in helping grow and strengthen the 
Alger Heights Neighborhood. I am also on the race committee for 
the Alger Heights Halloween 5K/10K. In my free time you can find 
me running through the streets of Alger Heights training for my next 
race, kayaking around Reeds Lake, or grilling out with friends in my 
backyard!
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Pet friendly 
neighborhood

Dumpster Day 2015 cleaned house
- by Jon Hall 

Our annual Dumpster Day was a huge success this year with 245 
homes registered (with many making additional trips).  We filled 13 
dumpsters.  Our recycler filled 8 trucks and 4 trailer loads of metal 
and recyclables.  Family Promise filled 3 truckloads of furniture and 
household goods for their families moving into their new apartments 
or homes.  We had to open early at 7:15am due to traffic backing up 
onto Alger.  It was great to see people helping others bring items in 
their vehicles.  A great day for the neighborhood.

A BIG THANK-YOU to the volunteers who gave up their morning to 
help people unload their vehicles.

Hello Alger Heights!

My name is Tyler Bekius and I have been a part of the Alger Heights 
Neighborhood since the Spring of 2014.  I am proud to be serving as 
a new Board Member and look forward to working in collaboration to 
improve our community.

I graduated from Hope College in 2011 with a degree in Business 
and Communications, and currently work with Edward Jones as 
a financial advisor. Some of my hobbies include: grilling, playing 
and watching sports (Go BLUE!), yard games, and visiting local 
breweries.

Communication is a vital piece of any thriving community. Likewise, 
timely responses to community need and efficient follow through 
help build and maintain trust. I look forward to finding new ways to 
accomplish our community’s goals and creating activities that will 
help bring the Alger Heights Neighborhood closer together. I believe 
the by working with others to advance common goals possibilities 
are endless.

Meet your new AHNA 
board members

Unless your dog can 
do this... It’s your 
responsibility.  Be kind 
and clean up after 
your pet.

For four years I have been the membership coordinator for the Kroc 
–where I have had the privilege of getting to know many of you.  I’m 
thrilled to be back in the neighborhood and back on the board for the 
neighborhood association.  

Now that the weather is nice I look forward to getting to know you 
better at the many activities that take place throughout the summer in 
our neighborhood.  

There are several free events being hosted by the neighborhood 
association, the business association, and the Kroc Center 
throughout the summer – most of the AHNA events are listed in this 
newsletter as well as on AHNA Facebook and you can check the 
Kroc website at grkroccenter.org for details on their events (slip and 
slide Fridays, movie night, Kroc gives back) I hope to see you out 
and about in the neighborhood this summer!

Tyler Bekius

Maia Sieplinga

Josh Schroyer



Alger Heights Neighborhood Association 

Volunteers
We have a bank of 17 volunteers currently helping out in the 
neighborhood for various situations.  We would like to help out again 
this spring, summer, and fall and would like to secure some
additional volunteers.  We do interview the people
requesting the help to make sure it is valid; due
to illness, disability, surgery, age, etc...  If you
would like to help as a volunteer for your AHNA
neighbor, please e-mail: massnave1@att.net.

It is good exercise and you get to meet a lot
of great neighbors. 

Tax Preparation
Follow-up
- by Jerry Montague
This spring the Kent County Tax Credit Coalition Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) program came to the Garfield Park and Alger 
Heights neighborhoods to help residents file for the Earned Income 
Tax Credit.  Free tax preparation services were offered to low - 
moderate income earners.  

57 tax returns were prepared through this program generating 
$79,228 in refunds during the 2015 tax season.  If you have any 
questions or comments about this service, please contact Fran 
Dalton, of the Garfield Park Neighborhood Association, at 616-241-
2443 or email at fdalton@gpnagr.org.  You may also direct your 
questions to Brenda Brame, Program Manager, Kent County Tax 
Credit Coalition, at 616-752-8647 or email at bbrame@hwmum.org.
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Plaster Creek Stewards works to restore the health and beauty of the 
Plaster Creek watershed through community education, research, and 
on-the-ground restoration projects.
Thanks to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for 
the funding to install 20 curb cut rain gardens in the Alger Heights 
neighborhood. These gardens will capture storm water from the street 
and reduce the amount of water that flows into Plaster Creek. 
The Plaster Creek Watershed is a 58 square mile area that drains into 
the Grand River near Market and I-196 in downtown Grand Rapids. 
In addition to the 14 miles of stream that make up Plaster Creek, 
the watershed includes 5 different townships (Gaines, Caledonia, 
Cascade, Ada, and Grand Rapids Twp.) and 4 municipalities 
(Kentwood, Wyoming, Grand Rapids and East Grand Rapids). 
Plaster Creek is labeled “unfit for partial body contact” by the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. The stream routinely 
tests positive for high rates of E. coli bacteria, and it has also been 
shown to be contaminated with toxic substances and excess nutrients 
from fertilizers. Erosion, sedimentation, and thermal pollution are 
constant problems in the stream that are exacerbated by high rates of 
storm water run-off.

Alger 
Heights

Rain 
Gardens
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Alger Heights 
Neighborhood Crime 
Watch and Safety
-by  Sam Evans

SUMMER REMINDERS:
SOME NOT–SO–OBVIOUS THINGS TO 
WATCH FOR 

Not every stranger who comes into our 
neighborhood is a criminal.  Many legitimate 
door to door sales and service people are 
conducting business in Grand Rapids every 
day.  Criminals, however take advantage 
of this by pretending to be a legitimate 
business representative.  After all, if 
criminals looked like criminals, none of us 
would have any trouble spotting them.  Ask 
them for their ID and vendor transit license. 

The following are some situations you might 
see and what they might could mean:

- Persons going door to door in our 
neighborhood.  Watch for a while.  If they 
look into widows, appear to be trying doors 
to see if they are unlocked, or go to a side or 
back yard, they might be burglars.

- A person loitering in front of a home or 
business is suspicious if the residents are 
away or if the business is closed.  There 
may be a burglary in progress.

- Anyone tampering with or forcing entry into 
a building or vehicle is suspicious anytime, 
anywhere.

- A person who is running and does not 
appear to be exercising, especially if 
carrying property could be fleeing the scene 
of a crime.

- Simply carrying property may be regarded 
as suspicious if it is an unusual hour, in 
an unusual place, if the person appears to 

be trying to conceal the property, or if the 
property is not wrapped as if it was just 
purchased.

- A person exhibiting unusual mental or 
physical behavior may be injured, under the 
influence of drugs and/or alcohol or in need 
of psychiatric help.

- Heavy foot traffic to and from a certain 
residence may indicate narcotics activity 
or a “fencing” operation (buying and selling 
stolen property), if it occurs on a regular 
basis, especially during unusual hours.

The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/
AlgerHeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

HEADLAMP
required if bike has 
reflectors only

HELMET

GLOVES
SUNGLASSES

REFLECTORREFLECTOR
Headlight required if 
no headlamp worn

Bicycle operators on a public highway shall 
be granted all of the rights and shall conform 
to all of the rules herein established for the 
operation of motor vehicles including the 
direction and instruction of police officers, 
traffic control signals and devices applicable 
to vehicles.

Bicycles shall operate as close to the right 
hand side of the roadway as possible and in a 
single file only.

Bicycle Equipment – Lights – a white light 
securely fastened to the bike on the front 
during darkness plainly discernible from a 
distance of 300 feet.  A red Reflector of not 
less than 2 ½ inches in diameter on the rear.  
Bells – No person shall ride a bicycle unless 
it is equipped with a suitable bell or other 
warning device audible for a distance of (100) 
feet or more; provided such warning device 
shall not be a whistle or siren.

Please register your bicycles with 
the Fire Department for free.
Parents there have been several complaints 
of young children riding in the street, blocking 
traffic or not watching where they are going.   
We had one child struck by a vehicle this 
spring and was not seriously hurt.  Please 
keep watch for children on bicycles.

Bicycle Safety
- by Sam Evans 

Handy Numbers
Emergency:  911
Police: Non-emergency - 456-3400
Silent Observer:  774-2345

Handy Websites/Emails
The City of Grand Rapids - www.grcity.us
The Rapid Bus System – www.ridetherapid.org
State of Michigan – www.michigan.gov
Get the Lead Out – www.healthyhomescoalition.
org
Heart of West Michigan United Way – 
www.211.org or call 211 

What is 311?
The City implemented the 311 service on 
October 1, 2014.  311 is the City’s new 
first stop for all non-emergency City of 
Grand Rapids service questions, including 
water service, property tax assessments, 
reports of potholes, the Pay as You Throw 
refuse program and hundreds more.  Live 
assistance : 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday to 
Friday.  On-line- visit 311.grcity.us from 
your laptop, computer or smartphone.

Home Safety
Did you know that the fire department will 
come to your home and do an audit for 
smoke detectors and recommend if you 
need additional or updated detectors?  
They will also provide new ones and install 
them for free.  Please contact them at 456-
3699 or 311.

Check us out online...

algerheights.org



pronged strategy of camps, conferences, 
and weekly curriculum based meetings. 
Join us every Wednesday night 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm at Alger Middle 
School (921 Alger St. SE).

Backpacks for Brookside and Alger Middle

The We Serve team is partnering with the 
Kroc Center to show some love to our 
neighbors at Brookside Elementary and 
Alger Middle School. During the months 
of July and August we will be collecting 
new or very gently used backpacks 
and school supplies. Per the schools’ 
request, please do not put the supplies 
in the backpacks. The schools will then 
distribute them to the students with the 
most need including refugee families 
and those struggling with homelessness.  
Contact the Bridles or the Heagles at    
WeServe@tabernaclecommunity.org with 
any questions.

Brookside Elementary supply list
(goal: 100 backpacks/sets of supplies)
• backpacks 
• wide-rule notebooks
• pack of pencils
• crayons
• markers
• colored pencils
• 2-pocket folders
• glue sticks

Alger Middle School supply list
(goal: 30 backpacks/sets of supplies)
• backpacks
• college-ruled notebooks
• loose notebook paper
• pack of ink pens
• markers
• 3-ring binders
• 2-pocket folders

Church and 
School News

Tabernacle Community Church

Tabitha’s Closet Giveaway
The next Tabitha’s Closet Sale is on 
Saturday, August 8, 9:00-11:00am. You 
may drop off your donations of clean, 
gently used clothing and shoes of all sizes 
on Sunday morning or during the church’s 
office hours (Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-
5:00pm). Donations may be left in the 
small alcove immediately to the right of the 
Worship Center entrance. We also accept 
books, toys, and small household items in 
good condition.

AWANA (Approved Workman Are Not 
Ashamed) meets every Wednesday 
from 6:15pm-8:00pm.  We believe in 
equipping kids for life through Children’s 
Ministry programs focused on evangelism, 
discipleship and the gospel. This is for 
kids ages preschool (2 yrs old)-6th grade. 
You may start at any time throughout the 
school year. To learn more about Awana, 
go to awana.org.

Men & Ladies of Honor is a strategic 
program to train and mentor youth 
to realize their full potential. Youth 
(6th -12th grade) who participate are 
mentored and trained in principles of honor, 
chivalry, integrity, courageous leadership, 
and moral excellence using a three-

Sign up for the Alger Heights Neighborhood Watch page:
http://www.facebook.com/AlgerHeightsNeighborhood Watch

Alas Conexion update
It is a great pleasure to be able to contact 
you through this means. As we start to 
grow, we are seeing more and more lives 
being changed by the power of God. The 
summer is here and with it, some activities 
that we want to do as a church. June 
21st we celebrated Father’s Day -  we 
celebrated the fathers in our midst but also 
we celebrated the love of God on our lives 
as a loving Father.

July 3-5 we will be camping out as a 
congregation at Son-Life camp located in 
Wayland. This will be a time of fellowship 
and growth for us. People from the 
community are more than welcome to 
joins us. Son-life can be reached to make 
reservations by phone at 269-792-2081. Do 
not forget to say that you are part of Alas 
Conexion. 

August will be filled of activities. We will be 
part of the National Night Out on Tuesday 
August 4th. We hope to see you around. 
We will be having our VBS from the 5th-7th 
of August. Finally we will be participating 
at 28th St Metro Cruise with live music and 
refreshments for the spectators. 
If there is additional information you need 
on these events or just information in 
general please contact us at 616-214-6001 
and/or alasconexion.com or Facebook.com/
alasconexionchurch

Once again Thank you!
Rodrigo Cano, Church Plant Pastor
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If you are new to the area, we invite you 
to contact Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association.  We have welcome packets 
available.  We make every effort to deliver 
these to our new neighbors, but we realize 
that some may be missed.  If you would like a 
welcome packet please contact Sam Evans at 
massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.

New to the Neighborhood?Planning a block 
party?
If your block is interested in having a Block Party 
this summer, the AHNA board has grant money 
available through the generousity of Seymour 
Church.  We can give you $25 to use for some of 
your party expenses. AHNA also coordinates with 
the city to block the street, and informs the fire and 
police departments of your event.

To schedule your block party, please contact Sam 
Evans at massnave1@att.net or 540-2107.



FUN AT THE LIBRARY
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Michigan Activity Pass
Did you know that you can check out 
passes good for entry to state parks, 
forests and recreation areas? Did 
you know that you can also check out 
passes for free admission or discounts 
to museums and other cultural 
organizations around the state? Well, 
you can, and now it’s combined in one 
program: the Michigan Activity Pass.
To check out a Michigan Activity Pass, 
visit the MAP website, search for the 
pass you would like, check it out, and 
print it! You then have seven days to 
use the pass before it expires. This is a 
great opportunity to get out and explore 
our state both indoors and outdoors this 
summer. Enjoy our amazing state!

Summer Reading Challenge
May 26 – September 6, 2015
All library locations

Reading is your super power. You can 
leap stacks of books in a single bound. 
You rescue friends from boredom by 
lending them a good book. Now you face 
your greatest challenge—reading as 
many books as you can before the end 
of the summer. Set your own reading 
goal and keep track of the books you 
read. How many books will your super 
powers help you read before school 
starts? 7? 49? 163? Read 15 minutes 
or more every day and watch your 
reading power magnify! Are you up to 

the challenge? Sign up today at grpl.org/
summerreading.  For kids 18 and under.

Animal Hero Tales!
Wednesday, July 22
10:30 am
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE 

Experience animal hero tales with Animal 
Encounters. Stories include There is an 
Alligator Under My Bed by Mercer Mayer 
with the pages displayed on a nine foot 
video screen. After the stories, meet the live 
animals featured and even touch them!

EatPlayGrow
Saturday, July 25
10:30 am
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE

EatPlayGrow combines the latest science 
and research to teach children ages 2-5 and 
their parents how to make healthy nutrition 
and physical activity choices. Join GRPL 
and Cherry Health Services for interactive 
and engaging lessons that incorporate art-
making, storytelling, music and movement 
activities into fun, hands-on educational 
lessons about the importance of making 
positive choices in areas that most affect 
health: nutrition, physical activity, and, based 
on emerging medical research, sleep.

Real Heroes Read! 
Wednesday, August 5
10:30 -11:30 am
Seymour Branch – 2350 Eastern SE

Join zany performers and authors David 
Anthony and Charles David Classman to 
celebrate that writers are today’s wizards, 
learn how to gift-wrap your writing, and enjoy 
juggling. David and Charles are the authors 
of the three series, Mystery Underground, 
Heroes A2Z, and Knightscares.

- by Carissa Bakker 

Early morning rain showers cleared out right 
about the time that Celebrate the Heights 
2015 began, and the weather continued to 
improve throughout the afternoon, allowing 
over 400 people to walk up and down 
Eastern Avenue to talk to the 29 businesses 
and organizations that participated this year. 

Celebrate the Heights is designed to 
cultivate community between the businesses 
and people in the Alger Heights and 
surrounding areas and showcase what Alger 
Heights has to offer.  Among the businesses 
that participated, we were pleased to have 
The Dog King and The Old Goat, two new 
restaurants to the Alger Heights area, 
provide samples of various menu options. 

Other new businesses to the area, including 
SVG Realtors and West Michigan Virtual 
Academy, also participated this year. The 
Alger Heights Community Garden allowed 
children (and some adults) the chance 
to plant a flower in a small pot that they 
could take home with them, and people 
enjoyed music by violinist Miriam DeVries 
as they walked up and down Eastern. The 
Grand Rapids Police and Fire Departments 
made a visit to allow children to check out 
their vehicles, and people could also get 
their bikes tuned up with Boston Square 
Community Bikes. 

Our event sponsors, Goodwill Industries of 
Greater Grand Rapids and Alger Hardware, 
were also critical in making Celebrate the 
Heights happen. At the event, Goodwill 
provided information on their donation 
centers and offered free donation pickups. 
And Alger Hardware allowed children to 
plant seeds in a cup to take home with them. 
Thank you so much to both Goodwill and 
Alger Hardware for making Celebrate the 
Heights a success. We hope to see you 
there next year!

U P D A T E

ALGER HARDWARE & RENTAL
Where Service is Savings!

Celebrate the Heights sponsors:



There’s always something 
fun and interesting to 

do at the Grand Rapids 
Public Library.  For a list 
of activities, please go to 

page 7 of the Happenings!
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WORD SEARCH... find the flower names

Kidstruction Zone 
Grab your hard hat, tool belt, and dig up some 
fun in the Kidstruction Zone! Build a PVC pipe 
maze, sharpen your masonry skills by creating a 
foam brick wall, move wheelbarrows full of gravel 
from one end of the construction site to the other 
and more!

If you’re looking for a 
lake experience, consider 
Millennium Park. This 1500 
acre park has a boathouse, 
allowing visitors to paddle 
the main lakes in the park. 
The DeVos Family Boathouse 
offers kayaks, paddle boats, 
canoes, stand up paddle boards 
and row boats for rent. 

MILLENNIUM PARK

WORD SEARCH... find the flower names



Hey Mom!
Check this

out...
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Our Children, Our Responsibility
The Grand Rapids City Curfew Law:
12 years and under must be in by 10:00 pm thru 6:00 am
15 years and under must be in by 11:00 pm thru 6:00 am 
17 years and under must be in by Midnight thru 6:00 am.

Mud Pie
Kitchen
We are halfway 
through summer 
and the kids may 
be getting bored. If 
you can stand a little 
mess, a mud pie 
kitchen may give them hours more fun. We started this last 
summer for a 3 and 6 year old. It’s already been requested for 
their visit this summer. You can probably make your own with 
things you have around the house. Not many kids can resist 
an invitation to come play in dirt and water!

The two main ingredients are dirt and water. We bought a 
new bag of play sand which was doled out as needed. We 
also bought a plastic jug with a spigot for their water supply. 
Our kitchen was a piece of plywood covered with a plastic 
tablecloth placed on two plastic tables.  Our utensils were 
all unbreakable, without sharp edges. Our dishes were from 
garage sales and the recycle bin.  We don’t have a garden so 
we allowed silk flowers as decorations. We didn’t want stones 
in the grass for the lawnmower to hit so we used twigs and 
leaves.  We also had some left over colored sand for mixing in.

Our kids were old enough to understand that the “food” was 
not to go in their mouths. Smaller children will need closer 
supervision. Their clothes will get wet and sand covered but 
the sensory experiences and creative play are well worth it.

GVSU Story Time happens every Tuesday 
evening from 7:00pm-8:00pm on the sidewalk 
in front of Alger Hardware, The Dog King and 
Ken’s Market. Bring your children for a free 
book, a story and FREE Ice Cream from The 
Dog King. Keep your kids reading this summer!

GVSU 
Story 
Time



The New Momma
Commentary
- by Shannon Bruin 

As the weather gets warmer, and stays warmer, more and more 
families are enjoying the outdoors. The neighborhood streets are 
filling up with strollers, bikes, and running feet. I have joined the 
crowds this summer in order to work off that baby weight, and have 
found that neighborhood walks have many parenting benefits.  

First, being out in the neighborhood has allowed me to meet other 
young parents, and begin new friendships. For neighbors with older 
kids, walking has actually allowed their kids to meet new playmates 
and establish friendships. Walking has been encouraged by my 
doctor as a great way to ease back into physical activity, and has also 
allowed my husband and I time to share our sentiments and stories 
regarding parenthood. It sort of slows life down, and renews our 
vision. 

As well, walking with my infant has supported my son’s early 
development. My 12 week old is learning to track objects and 
respond to the world through communication. As we walk through the 
neighborhood I often talk to him about what and who we see which 
grows his connection to the world. 

Lastly, parents/neighbors who are 
outside, alert and connected help 
keep the neighborhood safe and 
therefore, keep our children safe. 

So grab your stroller and make your 
way around the block! Strongly 
connected parents and neighbors, 
make a strongly connected 
community. 
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Check us out online...

algerheights.org

My family recently went 
on vacation to a lakeside 
lodge with 4 generations. 
We tried to plan activities 
that all of us could enjoy 
together. One was a nature 
scavenger hunt. Each team 
had 6 to 8 members of 
various ages and abilities.  
Everyone was able to 
participate and it was very 
entertaining to see how 
each group interpreted 
items like “something 
stinky” and “a shiny rock”.

My 4 and 7 year old grandkids will be spending a month with us soon 
so I started looking for more scavenger hunts we could do here. Most 
of these ideas were found using Pinterest.

I found one website that answered all my scavenger hunt needs 
in one spot: www.kcedventures.com/blog/summer-scavenger-
hunts-for-kids.  It has printable hunts for many places including the 
zoo, beach, grocery store, library and more. Traveling by plane? It 
has an airport scavenger hunt to help pass the layover time. There 
is a playground scavenger hunt.  You could use it to compare your 
favorite playgrounds.  Even a farmers’ market hunt is included (it’s not 
a printable version, but I’ve made it into one).  Email me a ghartger@
juno.com if you would like a copy.

FAMILY
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2015 Business Directory
Alas Conexion Church
973 - 28th Street SE       214-6001
Services in English and Spanish at 1PM.

Alger Barber Shop
2422 Eastern Avenue SE      243-2697

Alger Hardware & Rental
2408 Eastern Avenue SE      243-9730
www.algerhardwareandrental.com

Alger Heights Business Association                         
2408 Eastern Avenue SE      243-9730

Alger Heights Neighborhood Association                                
PO Box 7809, Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Alger Middle School
921 Alger Street SE      819-6200                                                                          

Alger Park Reformed Church
2655 Eastern Avenue SE      452-9686 

Alger Pediatrics
733 Alger Street SE      243-9515
www.algerpediatrics.com       

Alger Quick Stop
2355 Eastern Avenue SE      452-6589

Alger Shoe Repair & Dry Cleaning
810 Alger Street SE      241-3225
www.algershoerepair.net

Beauty House
2426 Eastern Avenue SE      245-1060

Chase Bank
2430 Eastern Avenue SE      771-7013
www.chase.com                                                             

CVS Pharmacy
727 - 28th Street SE      514-5602 

Dalberg CPA
815 Alger Street SE      245-7941
www.dalbergandassociates.com                                                                                          

Express PC
2435 Eastern SE, Suite 103      805-9712
www.myexpresspc.com

Farmers Insurance Group
2435 Eastern Avenue SE      452-7850
www.farmersagent.com/merazo

Fifth Third Bank – Eastern Avenue Branch
2456 Eastern Avenue SE      771-5760
www.53.com

Dr. K. Frieswyk, DDS
2740 Eastern Avenue SE, Suite #2
452-0480                                                                      

Grand Rapids Counseling Services
2400 Eastern Avenue SE      988-3433
www.grcounseling.com

GRPL - Seymour Square Branch
2350 Eastern Avenue SE      988-5413     
www.grpl.org

G. Robert Carpenter & Judd
2445 Eastern Avenue SE      241-5800
www.grobertcarpenter.com   

Great White Fish Chicken
2401 Eastern Avenue SE      475-0000

Joanne Grzeszak, D.O.
806 Alger Street SE      452-8923  

Hearts In Step Christian Dance Academy
2520 Eastern Avenue SE      245-9501
www.heartsinstepdance.com

Hope Reformed Church
2010 Kalamazoo Avenue SE      241-3421
www. embracehopegr.com

ICON Coffee
2433 Eastern Avenue SE

Jack’s Automotive
2349 Kalamazoo Avenue SE      245-9616 

JB’s Pizza Parlor                       
2433 Eastern Avenue SE      452-1022
www.jbspizzaparlor.com

Ken’s Fruit Market, Inc.            
2420 Eastern Avenue SE      245-7040
www.kensfruitmarket.com

Kingdom Life Ministries
2317 Kalamazoo Avenue SE      805-9094

Last Chance Tavern & Grill
1132 Burton Street SE      719-4270

Metro PCS
805 - 28th Street SE      541-5056                                                                                     

Mike Malinowski, Attorney
740 Alger Street SE      828-1073
mike@malinowskilaw.com                                                                                          

Dr. T Nykamp, DDS
2740 Eastern Avenue SE, #3                                                              
452-5721

Over the Top Academy of Dance              
2423 Eastern Avenue SE      245-7333
danceoverthetop@gmail.com

Real Food Café   
2419 Eastern Avenue SE      231-4080

Ryan & Hart Party Store
2413 Eastern Avenue SE      243-5982

Seymour Christian Reformed Church 
840 Alger Street SE      245-8726   
www.seymourchurch.org

Sherwood Realty
2347 Eastern Avenue SE      241-0554

SVG Real Estate Firm
734 Alger Street SE      616-284-1528
www.algerheights.com

Tabernacle Community Church
2550 Eastern Avenue SE      988-9268
www.tabernaclecommunity.org

The Dog King                                                               
2404 Alger Street SE

The Old Goat Restaurant
2434 Eastern Avenue SE

The Posh Pet
2424 Eastern Avenue SE      719-4412
www.poshpetgr.com                                                       

Virtual Learning Center
2431 Eastern Avnue SE      616-710-1507 

Walgreens Pharmacy                                                               
2643 Kalamazoo Avenue SE      452-4870

All phone numbers are area code 616 unless 
noted otherwise.

All addresses are Grand Rapids, 49507, 
except CVS which is Grand Rapids, 49423.

Alger Heights Neighborhood 
Association Block Connectors
-by Sam Evans
AHNA offers a special thank-you to those 
who volunteered to be Block Connectors for 
Nelson Street and Ottillia Street homes.

The general requirements for a Block 
Connector are to be friendly, welcome new 
neighbors, distribute newsletters and flyers, 
and be eyes and ears for your block.  We 
give you training, materials, and assistance 
that will be helpful for you in the unique role 
for your block.  We will also work beside you 
for introductions.

We are still in need of Block Connectors 
for the following blocks:  Alto, Belfast (2 
Block Connectors; Alger-Nevada & Nevada-
Walsh), Deming (Eastern-Union), Jennings 
(Kalamazoo-Oakfield), Louise (Kalamazoo-
Oakfield), Merritt (Eastern-Blaine), Nelson 
Apartments (2 Block Connectors), Eastern 
(Everglade-Mulford), Martin (Winchell-
Burton), Alger (2 Block Connectors; 
Kalamazoo-Eastern), Joslin (Eastern-Blaine), 
Edna (Additional Block Connectors needed).

If you are interested, or would like to know 
more about being a Block Connector, 
please contact Sam Evans, at 540-2107 or 
massnave1@att.net.



The Alger Heights Neighborhood Association 
Annual Meeting was held on the evening of 
May 12th this year. There were presentations 
by guests from the Grand Rapids Police 
Department, the City Streets and Sanitation 
departments and the Salvation Army Kroc 
Center.

Jenn Riedsma, our Community Coordinator, 
gave a brief presentation on spring and 
summer events along with the Alger Heights 
5K on October 31st and asked for volunteers 
to help with a community satisfaction survey.
Nick Bakker of the Alger Heights Business 
Association discussed the purchase of new 
lights to enhance the Christmas décor of 
the business district along with four new 
businesses to the area, West Michigan 
Virtual Academy, The Dog King, The Old 
Goat and Icon Coffee.

The Neighborhood Association Treasurers 
report included information showing that 
association dues are down from 2014. The 
association provided an increasing number 
of services over the past winter with 617 
visits to residents. AHNA is also still in need 
of more people to volunteer to be Block 
Captains.

The meeting concluded with election of 
new board members. Dave Thrasher and 
Sam Evans were both reelected to another 
term on the board while new members Josh 
Schroyer, Tyler Bekius and Maia Sieplinga 
were voted in.

Jerry Montague: President, newsletter
308-9904   jerry@montaguedesigngroup.com
Term ends 2017
Rick Savino: Vice President
550-1450   ricksavino@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Sam Evans: Treasurer, Block captain 
coordinator, Welcome bag, Mobile patrol
540-2107   massnave1@att.net
Term ends 2015
Carissa Bakker:
307-5683   carissabakker89@gmail.com
Term ends 2017

AHNA Board of Directors: 2014 - 2015

Nick Bakker:
307-6136   nbakker17@gmail.com
Term ends 2016
Jon Hall:
560-8556   cnw8835@yahoo.com
Term ends 2016
Josh Schroyer:
292-2801   jsschroyer@gmail.com
Term ends 2018 
Artie Lindsay:
881-3849   alindsay38@gmail.com
Term ends 2018 

AHNA board meetings are on the second Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 pm, at Seymour Church (840 Alger SE – use south entrance, the 
building is handicap accessible).  Anyone is welcome to attend to see what we do and bring any questions or concerns to the board.  We 
cordially invite you to attend.  In May, we meet for the Annual Meeting.
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Dave Thrasher:
243-6603   jdthrasher@aol.com
Term ends 2018
Maia Sieplinga:
304-5952   maia_sieplinga@usc.salvationary.org
Term ends 2018
Shannon Bruin:
893-8025   shannonmurphy11@gmail.com
Term ends 2017
Tyler Bekius:
502-4556   tyler.bekius@gmail.com
Term ends 2018

Annual Meeting Update
- by Jon Hall

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY



Worth 
Considering

Summer Kick-Off 
Barbecue a huge 
success
On Monday, June 8 at 6 p.m. approximately 
100 neighbors gathered on the lawn of 
Alger Middle School to kick off the summer 
with a potluck. Neighbors participated in a 
fun game of “Get-to-Know Your Neighbors 
Bingo” with the winner getting to go through 
the food line first. Over 180 hot dogs were 
eaten along with side dishes and desserts 
provided by neighbors. Even though there 
was no bounce house because of a mix-
up, all of the kids in attendance still had fun 
playing on the playground and enjoying the 
splash pad. 

The awesome evening would not have been 
possible without the time and efforts of the 
planning team. Special thanks go to: Wendy 
and Stefphan Worrell, Wendy and Chuck 
Huizinga, Emily and Jason Powell, Mary 
Mauro, Mike DeBlaay, Josh Dill and Rachel 
McClure, and Kyle Reidsma.

If you have interest in planning more events 
like this for the neighborhood please contact 
me at jenn@tabernaclecommunity.org.

Community
Coordinator
Update
- by Jenn Reidsma

- by Betsy O’Neill

Save Bees with Betsy
Bees are extremely precious to us right 
now because they are in massive decline.  
The US National Agriculture reports winter 
losses at over 50 percent! Why? Drought, 
150 different chemical pesticides, habitat 
destruction, nutrition deficiency, and air 
pollution are all to blame.

Bees are responsible for 80 percent of 
all pollination worldwide. A single bee 
colony can pollinate 300 million flowers 
each day! Grains are mostly pollinated 
by the wind, but the healthiest food we 
enjoy – fruits, nuts, and vegetables – are 
pollinated by bees!

How can you help? Don’t spray, call 
Betsy!

Honeybees can swarm anytime in the 
summer when the nectar is flowing and 
their hive becomes too crowded. The 
queen leaves with half of her workers 
in search of a new home. A swarm is 
actually very gentle and will not be 
aggressive toward you because they have 
no babies to protect and no honey stores 
to defend. Before they left the hive the 
bees gorged on honey for their journey. 

Their abdomens are so full they can’t 
bend to sting you! You will see a mass 
of bees at least the size of a soft ball but 
usually larger. The swarm will be clinging 
together in a mass on a fence, tree 
branch, porch railing etc. They send out a 
few scouts to look for a better place to live 
but the mass just “hangs out” for a few 
hours up to several days waiting to hear 
back from the scouts.

If you think you have a swarm of bees 
in your tree or maybe making a hive out 
back in the tool shed, please call Betsy! I 
live in Alger Heights but I keep two hives 
out in the country on my family’s property. 
I would love to come capture your swarm 
and re-home them in a hive where 
they can make you honey. My email is 
Betsyoneill@sbcglobal.net

Other ways to help bees – avoid using 
pesticide and herbicide sprays, plant 
more flowers (preferably native ones), 
and set out a bird bath with a rock in it so 
bees can get a drink without falling in.
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The official AHNA facebook page can be 
found at: http://www.facebook.com/Alger
HeightsNeighborhoodAssociation.

Like Us on Facebook...

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER

456-3400
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Tues. Aug. 4th



#1 - Beer City USA (Beer City USA poll 2012-2013,  
       USA Today 2014)
#9 - America’s Most Exciting Midsize Cities           
       (movotoblog.com 2014)
#9 - Affordable Health Care Cities (livibility.com  
       2014)
#9 - Fastest Growing Economy in the U.S  (Brooking  
       Institution 2014)
#69 - Fastest Growing Economies IN THE WORLD!  
         (Brooking Institution 2014)

You don’t need to be told that Grand Rapids 
is a growing and very desirable destination.  
The housing market reflects this.  While 
there has been a slight improvement in 
availability, there is still a shortage of 
available properties.  There are still lots 
more buyers than sellers.  Our Alger Heights 
is helping lead the way.  Values are trending 
upward.  You might be surprised how much 
your home is worth in today’s hot market. If 
you are considering selling, ask a Realtor® 
for a home valuation.  Alger Heights is 
vibrant and alive with new businesses 
and things to do.  And as always, is very 
walkable, a top priority for today’s buyers.

Grand Rapids is a very cool city!

Business 
Association 
News
- by Nick Bakker 
We are in the full-swing of summer here in 
the Alger Heights Business District. We are 
excited to announce that the business district 
is 90% of the way to full capacity! We have 
had a lot of new businesses open in the last 
12 months and I’d like to feature The Old 
Goat as one of the most recent businesses 
to open its doors in the Alger Heights area. 
The Old Goat is the brainchild of Cory 
DeMint, who also owns and operates The 
Electric Cheetah and Uncle Cheetah’s 
Soup Shop. Cory, along with the help of 
his brother, Todd, has brought an amazing 
eatery to the Alger Heights area that 
provides high quality foods at a reasonable 
price. My wife and I truly enjoyed the variety 
of options that are offered and we were 
amazed at the creativity that is incorporated 
into the building itself along with the delicious 
menu and drink choices. If you haven’t had 
an opportunity to tantalize your taste buds at 
The Old Goat, then I highly encourage you 
to give it a try. 

Also as an update, the Alger Heights 
Business Association Board, along with a 
group of volunteers have greatly improved 
the look and feel of the business district 
by planting flowers, plants, and grasses in 
the planter boxes throughout the business 
district corridor along Eastern avenue. The 
grasses and plants are brand new and will 
eventually grow to better fill the spaces 
provided by the planters, which will provide 
the business district with a much more 
vibrant and lively look and feel. 

Please don’t hesitate to let the Business 
Association Board know if you have 
recommendations or concerns regarding the 
Alger Heights Business District. You may 
contact the AHBA President, Nick Bakker, at 
(616) 307-6136. 
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Real Estate Minute
- by Rick Savino Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 

There has been much fuss about the 
national media coverage that beautiful 
places like Sleeping Bear Dunes (Good 
Morning America’s “Top Vacation 
Destination”) have received recently.  But did 
you know that Grand Rapids has received 
more than its share of recognition.  It’s time 
for a list!

#1 - Largest Art Competition in the World (2009-2015)
#2 - Most Secure Metro in the U.S. (State Farm     
       Insurance 2014)
#3 - Best Mid-Sized Cities for Jobs (Forbes 2014)
#4 - Best Cities for Finding Jobs (Forbes 2014)

Alger  Heights Neighborhood 
Association Dues
-by Sam Evans
Enclosed in this Newsletter is our annual 
dues envelope for you to submit.
The dues are as follows:
Seniors - $10.00
Family - $20.00
Business - $25.00

Please send to AHNA, PO Box 7809, Grand 
Rapids, Mi.  49507.

Why should you support AHNA with 
a donation?  We encourage neighbor 
participation and community involvement.  
We are strictly a volunteer board and do 
not receive any funds that are donated, 
100% of our funds go directly back into the 
neighborhood to support the newsletter 
printing, flyers, activities, and community 
events.  The neighborhood has stated they 
wanted more activities and we will need 
funds for those additional events.

These are some of the current yearly 

You can advertise your business or home 
business in the Alger Heights newsletter.  
The newsletter is distributed to over 1900 
homes and businesses in Alger Heights.  
The rates are very reasonable:

Business Card size:  $25.00
Double Business Card size:  $40.00
1/4 Page size:  $75.00
1/2 Page size:  $140.00

If you are interested, please call Sam 
Evans at 540-2107.

Advertising in the AHNA newsletter

events: Annual Meeting, Annual Garage 
Sales, Annual Trash Day and Neighborhood 
Clean-up, Neighborhood Parks Clean-up, 
National Night Out, Christmas Lighting 
Contest.  All of these events cost money 
to have and at every one of them we 
do not charge for participation for those 
attending. Your contribution would be greatly 
appreciated.  Thank-you to all of those that 
have given in the past.  Let’s make this the 
best year yet for donating.
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I have been helping Alger Heights residents buy and 
sell homes for 16 years.  Inventory and interest 
rates are low, so it is a great time to buy and sell.  
Call, text or email me today for a free market analysis 
letting you know what your home is worth in today’s 
market and a list of homes available.  Not looking to 
buy or sell, that’s OK.  I give a bonus check to anyone 
who refers me to a client who buys or sells.

I look forward to serving you for all your 
real estate needs.

OPEN 11am - 11pm • Tuesday - Sunday
Closed Monday

Now is the time to register for the 7th annual Alger Heights 5K/10K 
Halloween Race being held on Saturday, October 31 (Halloween Day).  
There will be the races for the 5K and 10K, but also the 5K walk and 
Kids fun run.  There will be a costume contest with prizes for the 
winners.  Don’t miss out on this.  Start planning on decorating your 
home along the route for best decorated prize.
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A T T E N T I O N  A L G E R  H E I G H T S 
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

     RETIREMENT, COLLEGE SAVINGS OR LIFE INSURANCE ? 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ANY OF YOUR ALGER HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS 
 WHO ARE ALSO FINANCIAL ADVISORS WITH WADDELL & REED 

Nicholas Bakker, CMFC® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8651  

Email: nbakker@wradvisors.com 

Aaron DeVos, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8647  

Email: devos@wradvisors.com 

Kevin Gardenier, CFP® 
Direct Line: 616-855-8649  

Email: kgardenier@wradvisors.com 

03/15 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. 625 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite 209, Grand Rapids, MI  49546 • 616-956-6051 
Insurance products offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements 

Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC 


